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What will you do after high school?

(continued on page 6)

The last year of high school 
is a busy time for students. 
They have decisions to make. 
Should I get a job? Should I 
continue my education after I 
graduate high school?

accept* the GED as equal to a high school diploma.

Career* Day
On career day, people in different occupations* come 

to school to talk about their jobs. This helps students 

A high school 
diploma* is important. 
Colleges, the military*, 
and many training 
programs require* a 
high school diploma. 

Some students 
drop out* of high 
school. However, there 
is another way to get 
a high school diploma. 
Students can take a 
General Education 
Development* (GED) 
test. Many colleges 

Students and teacher in a high school biology class  Dreamstime.com

The “impossible rescue*”
For three weeks, the whole world 

watched and waited. Twelve boys in 
Thailand, aged 11 to 16, were lost. On  

Thai rescue teams walk inside Tham Luang Cave on July 7, 2018. They are searching for twelve 
boys and their soccer coach who had been trapped since June 23, in Mae Sai, Chiang Rai province, 
northern Thailand. Photo: Royal Thai Navy via AP

June 23, the boys and their soccer coach had gone into 
Tham Luang Cave. They had not come out.

It had rained hard after the boys and their 
coach went into the cave. Deep* water blocked 
their way back to the entrance* of the cave. 
The boys could not get out. They had to go 
farther into the cave to get away from the water. 

Tham Luang Cave is the longest cave in 
Thailand. The boys walked two and a half miles. 
They finally found a safe place out of the water. 
They waited for the water to go down. It didn’t. 
It kept getting higher. They had no food. After 
a few days, their flashlights stopped working. 
They were in total* darkness. 

Looking for the boys

The next day, June 24, people went into the 
cave to look for the boys. They couldn’t go very 
far. There was too much water. 

The Thai Navy SEALs* came. More help came 
from all over the world: China, Myanmar, Laos, 

(continued on page 10)
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The first Monday in September is Labor Day. This holiday 
honors* American workers. It celebrates 
the history of workers and labor unions*.  

This three-day weekend* is a time 
for parades and town picnics. Labor 
leaders make speeches. Politicians* make 
speeches, too. They talk about creating 
jobs and helping workers.

The unemployment rate* has 
gone down to 4 percent. Wages* are 
increasing* very slowly. People want 
businesses to create more jobs and pay 
better wages.

This is the last day for many pools, 
beaches, and vacation places. They close 
after Labor Day. Many stores have special 
sales for Labor Day. The three-day weekend is a time for one last 
trip, picnic, barbecue*, or swim. Or it may be just a day of rest to 
mark the end of summer. 

Labor Day

September
The month of September is a 

new beginning for many people. 
It’s a very busy month. Many 
vacations have ended. 

Teachers and students return to 
school in August or September. 
September is harvest* time for 
many farm crops*. 

It’s apple-picking time in many 
northern states. Families and 
school groups go to apple orchards*. They can pick their own 
apples. They take home fresh apples to eat and to make into pies, 
cakes, and apple sauce.

Autumn begins on September 22. Another name for autumn is 
fall. In autumn, leaves on many kinds of trees start to turn yellow, 
orange, and red. In the northern states, people take trips to the 
countryside to see these beautiful fall colors.

September is International Literacy* Month. It’s also Library-
Card-Sign-Up Month, National Courtesy* Month, National 
Be-Prepared Month, National School-Success Month, and Self-
Improvement* Month. September 15 to October 15 is National 
Hispanic*-Heritage* Month.

Rosh Hashana  
and Yom Kippur

The evening of September 9 is the beginning of the Jewish New 
Year, Rosh Hashana. (The year on the Jewish calendar is 5779.) 
This holiday lasts two days. 

Rosh Hashana begins ten 
days of repentance* for Jews. 
Traditional* Jewish belief is 
that on Rosh Hashana, God opens 
the “Book of Life.” It will be 
closed in ten days. Jews have 
those ten days to think about any 
bad things they have done. They 
pray* and make plans to change 

in the future. They take care 
of other people’s needs. In the 

synagogue*, the ram’s* horn (shofar) is blown. Jews wish each 
other a “Gut Yontif” (Happy Holiday).

Jewish families go to the synagogue to hear readings from the 
Torah*. At home, they say prayers* and have a family dinner. 
There are special foods such as apples, honey, and challah* (a 
sweet bread) to symbolize* a sweet new year.

Yom Kippur is ten days after Rosh Hashana. It begins at 
sundown, September 18th, It’s the most important holiday of the 
Jewish calendar. It is the Day of Atonement*, when Jews atone* 
to God for their sins* against God. They ask God for forgiveness. 
Many Jews fast* without food or water. They spend the next 25 
hours praying in the synagogue. 

Grandparents Day

September 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Grandparents Day is the first 
Sunday after Labor Day. This year it 
is September 9. 

It’s a day to honor* our 
grandparents. You can spend time 
with them or write or call them. Ask 
them to tell you stories about their 
childhood. Write down some of their 
stories so you can tell your own 
grandchildren some day. 

If you are a grandparent, help your 
grandchildren learn the important 
events in your family history. Ask 
them about their own lives, too. 

A basket of just-picked apples  
Bigstockphoto.com

A worker wears his safety 
helmet, vest, and gloves. 
Bigstockphoto.com

Young girl and her grandmother 
Bigstockphoto.com

The blowing of the shofar* is an 
important part of the Rosh Hashana 
services. Bigstockphoto.com

30

A Labor Day Parade in New York City, up Fifth Avenue Bigstockphoto.com
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September

Grandparents Day

Constitution* Day
September 17 is Constitution Day. It is the 

birthday of the United States’ Constitution. 
(Read about it on page 7.)

Constitution Day is a time to learn about the 
Constitution. It is also a time to think about the 
responsibilities* of being a citizen. 

Legal immigrants* can become citizens of the United States 
after they live here for five years. A person who is married to 
an American citizen can become a citizen in three years. It’s 
possible for an immigrant who serves in the U.S. Armed Forces 
to become a citizen without having to be in the country for the 
time. (This law may change.)

New citizens must pass a test to show they can read, write, 
and speak basic English. They take a test of  American history 
and government, too. An immigrant who shows immoral 
behavior* or commits* 
a serious crime* cannot 
become a citizen.

Constitution Day 
used to be called 
Citizenship Day. It’s a 
popular day for taking 
the oath of allegiance*. 

Read Daniela 
Alonso’s story on page 
5.

Hispanic*-
Heritage* Month

Hispanic-Heritage Month 
begins September 15 and ends 
October 15. During these 
30 days, America celebrates 
Hispanic history and culture. 

Hispanics are people with 
family roots* in Spain, Mexico, 
Central America, South 
America, and the Caribbean 
Islands. 

More than 57 million 
people in the United States are 
Hispanic. That’s 17% of the 
U.S. population*. Hispanics 
are the nation’s largest ethnic* 
minority*. 

Hispanic people from the 
U.S. and Latin America* call 
themselves Latinos. Some use 
the new term Latinx. During 
Hispanic-Heritage Month, 
schools teach about Hispanic 

heroes. Hispanic organizations 
put on parades, plays, and 
festivals*. There are fiestas* 
with joyful music, delicious 
foods, and colorful dancers. 

The southwestern part of 
the U.S. was once part of New 
Spain (1535-1821). It became 
part of Mexico in 1821. After 
Mexico lost a war with the 
U.S., in 1848, a large area 
became part of the U.S. Many 
descendants* of Mexican 
people live in the Southwest. 

Florida was once a Spanish 
colony*. St. Augustine was 
founded* by Spain in 1565. It 
is now the  oldest city in the 
United States.

The U.S. bought Florida 
from Spain in 1819. Puerto 
Rico belonged to Spain, too. 
It became a territory* of the 
United States in 1898. It is now 
a commonwealth* (not a state). 
People born in Puerto Rico are 
U.S. citizens.

Many Cubans came to live 
in Florida after Fidel Castro 
became the leader in Cuba 
in 1959. Other Hispanics 
have immigrated to the U.S. 
more recently* from Central 
and South America and the 
Caribbean Islands.

Americans enjoy food, 
music, and ideas from Hispanic 
Americans. Americans love 
to dance the cha-cha-cha, 

rumba, samba, mambo, 
merengue, salsa, and 
tango.

Americans love 
Mexican food such 
as tacos, burritos, 

plantains, 
quesadillas, 
guacamole, nachos, 
and fajitas. 

A Latin American Flamenco dancer 
Bigstockphoto.com

The English language now has many words from Spanish: 
alligator, albino, avocado, banana, barbecue, bronco, 
cafeteria, canary, canyon, chihuahua, chili, chocolate, cigar, 
fiesta, hurricane, jaguar, marijuana, pueblo, ranch, rodeo, 
salsa, siesta, sombrero, taco, tobacco, tomato, tornado, 
tortilla, tuna, vanilla, and hundreds more.

Guacamole is made from 
avocado.

 A taco Two burritos

A quesadilla
Photos from 
Bigstockphoto.com

Patriot* Day

Patriot Day is the day Americans remember the terrible events 
on September 11, 2001. On that day, 3,000 Americans died when 
Islamic terrorists* attacked the United States. Nineteen men 
hijacked* four American planes. They crashed them into the Twin 
Towers of the  World Trade Center* in Manhattan (New York 
City) and into the Pentagon* in Arlington, Virginia. The fourth 
plane crashed in Pennsylvania.  

The U.S. learned that the terrorists had trained in Afghanistan. 
President George Bush sent American troops* to Afghanistan. 
American troops are still there. It has been America’s longest war.  

The government rebuilt the Pentagon in one year. However, it 
took 13 years to build One World Trade Center in Manhattan. 

The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in Manhattan were once the tallest buildings 
in the world. Fifty thousand people worked in these buildings. Photo: AP/Ed Bailey

Immigrants from 23 countries took the Oath of 
Allegiance during the naturalization* ceremony 
in Jackson, Mississippi, September 18, 2017. AP 
Photo/Rogelio V. Solis File
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This is your page

Send your story to ESL@
elizabethclaire.com. Write 
your story title and your 
name in the subject line. 

Please see our website for 
writer’s guidelines. We 
pay $20 for each story we 
publish. Write your name 
and mailing address so we 
can send you payment if 
we print your story. Tell us 
your home country, too.

Dr. Lynn Corigliano

Photos: Bigstockphoto.com

Chicken Dessert* 
My wife and I went to an 

Italian restaurant to celebrate 
our first wedding anniversary*. 
My wife ordered pasta* with 
shrimp. I ordered pasta with 
meat.

The waiter brought a big 
salad before our meal. The 
food was 
delicious! 
We ordered 
tiramisu* for 
dessert. But 
the waiter 
brought a bowl of chicken soup.

What? We laughed and 
repeated what we wanted. He 
thought we said chicken soup. I 
didn’t understand how someone 
coule mistake chicken soup for 
tiramisu.

The 
most 
amazing 
thing is 
that my 
wife ate the 
chicken soup and the tiramisu! 
I couldn’t believe it. She must 
have been very hungry! 

Rafael Ramos 
Stony Brook, New York 

(Brazil)

Street animals
I was surprised there weren’t 

many animals in the streets 
in New York. In Moscow, the 
streets are filled with cats and 
dogs. They don’t stay in the 
house with their owners. 

There are many squirrels* in 
New York. They’re in the trees, 

the grass, and 
the streets. In 
Moscow, you 
only see them 
in the forest 
or zoo. It’s 
lovely to have 
little furry* 

animals so near all the time. 

Olga Gienko 
Brooklyn, New York 

(Russia)

“Oh really?”
I knew very little English 

when we came to the US. We 
often visited my husband’s 
family. His stepfather* was 
a very interesting person. He 

talked for hours. He was happy 
to have someone listen to him.

 This was very helpful to me.  
I learned new English words. 
He was very funny. I really 
enjoyed our conversations.

My English wasn’t good 
enough to keep up a good 
conversation. Many things 
weren’t clear to me. It made 
me sad. I didn’t want to 
disappoint* or lose my teacher. 

 I told my mother-in-law 
about my problem. She said, 
“Raise* your eyebrows and 
say, ‘Oh, really?’ This shows 
that you’re interested in a 
conversation.” 

The next time we met I did 
what she said. My father-in-law 
explained 
more and 
more. 
Both of 
us were 
very 
happy. 
He told 
my 
mother-in-law that I spoke very 
good English!

Svetlana Goldenfang 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 

(Russia)

Accents* are good 
I was ten years old when 

I came to the United States. 
I didn’t know that I had an 
accent. The students in my class 
made fun of the way I talked. 
At the time, I felt very shy. I 
was afraid to speak. 

Now, I realize that it isn’t 
a bad thing to have an accent. 
It tells where we come from. 
America is a land of immigrants 
with a lot of diversity*. Here, 
we can learn to accept* other 
cultures, religions, and accents. 

Rodolfo Beltran 
Hackensack, New Jersey 

(Bolivia) 

Different summer
Our family came to 

Minnesota in the summer. I 
didn’t understand why people 
were so excited about summer. 
Children played outdoor 
games. Parks were full. People 
barbecued*, took walks, 
and rode bicycles. I didn’t 
understand why people enjoyed 

summer so much. 

In India, people don’t enjoy 
summer very much. It’s very 
hot and boring. 

The first summer here, my 
children wanted to go the park 

and play outdoors. I didn’t let 
them. We did indoor activities 
like shopping and bowling. We 
went to the movies.

When winter came, the trees 
and leaves changed color. There 
was a lot of snow. The weather 
was very cold. We couldn't 
go for a walk. We had to stay 
indoors most of the time.

Now I understand why 
summer is so important to 
people in Minnesota. This 
boring winter taught me to 
enjoy summer with my children. 
I don't want to waste it like I 
did last year. This year I can’t 
wait for summer!

Lubaina Zakir  
Plymouth, Minnesota  

(India)

Shopping customs*
I had to understand new rules 

when I came to live in a new 
country. I had to learn about 
shopping customs. They can 
help you save money.

In Ukraine, we have big sales 
in some stores once a year. 
There are sales on clothing, 
home appliances*, and 
cosmetics*. Food is the only 
thing that’s never on sale.  

In the USA, stores have 

special sales every day. Even 
the food stores have sales. At 
first, I didn’t buy anything with 
coupons*. Now, I use them 
all the time. I can save 20% or 
more on some things.

I saw someone buy things 
worth $500. He only paid $100. 
I don’t know how he did it. I 
need to increase* my English 
level. I also need to increase my 
shopping level!

Natalilia Kremezna 
Somerset, New Jersey  

(Ukraine)

Sale today
Bananas 49¢ lb.

Tiramisu

Chicken soup

A gray squirrel

“Raise your eyebrows”

A family picnic in the park

A mother and children at a bowling alley

Fresh fruit

Find Easy 
English NEWS 
on Facebook!
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Ask Elizabeth about grammar

Staff Photo

Active* sentences

The most common word 
order in English is Subject*, 
Verb, Object*. (My dog ate the 
big bone.) This is an active 
sentence. In an active sentence, 
the subject does the action to 
someone or something (the 
object). The verb is in the 
active voice*. 

The subject: My dog 
Did the action: ate
To a direct object*: the big bone.

Passive* sentences

We can say the same idea in a 
passive way: The big bone was 
eaten by my dog. 

The subject: The big bone
The action: was eaten
By an agent*: by my dog.

The passive verb in this 
sentence has two parts:  
a form of the verb BE (was) 
and a past participle* (eaten).

We use the passive voice 
when the person or thing that 

received the action is the most 
important part of the sentence. 
(What happened to the big 
bone?  It was eaten by my dog.)

Sometimes the writer 
doesn’t tell the agent. We 
often understand it anyway. 
The robber was arrested*. (We 
know it is the police who arrest 
people.) Other times, the writer 
doesn’t know who did it. My 
watch was stolen.

Still other times, the writer 
doesn’t want to say who did the 
action. Mistakes were made.

The passive voice sometimes 
confuses new readers. For that 
reason, we write the articles 
in Easy English NEWS using 
mostly the active voice. 
However, you will find a few 
passive sentences in this issue. 

Practice 

Read each passive sentence 
and then read its active meaning. 
Then cover up the active 
sentences. Read the passive 
sentences and say or write them 
in the active form. Check your 
work.

PASSIVE SENTENCES 

 1. Grants* and scholarships 
do not have to be paid 
back. 

 2. A worker may be 
promoted* to a 
management position.

 3. Some college courses can 
be taken on the Internet. 

 4. Paramedics* are trained to 
save lives. 

 5. The ram’s* horn is blown 
in the synagogue*. 

 6. Some diseases can be 
prevented* by vitamins. 

 7. My plate was filled with 
vegetables. 

 8. All the people will be 
counted. 

 9. The president is elected 
every four years.

 10. The Constitution was 
signed by 39 delegates.

ACTIVE SENTENCES

 1. Students don’t have 
to pay back grants or 
scholarships.

 2. An employer* may promote 
a worker to a management 
position.

 3. A person can take some 
college courses on the 
Internet.

 4. Some schools train 
paramedics to save lives.

 5. Someone blows a ram’s 
horn in the synagogue.

 6. Vitamins can prevent some 
diseases.

 7. Someone filled my plate 
with vegetables.

 8. Someone will count all the 
people. 

 9. Americans elect a president 
every four years.

 10. Thirty-nine delegates 
signed the Constitution. 

by Daniela Alonso 

When I came to the USA 13 
years ago, I lived like a person 
among strangers, because I didn't 
know English. How could I learn 
it? My husband’s parents were 
Mexican. He wanted us to speak 
Spanish at home. 

At first, I listened to people 
on the street when they were 
speaking. For a long time I 
read stories in English to my 
children, but my pronunciation 
was not good. Later, I went to 
a free class for people learning 
English. 

Then I decided to try to 
become a citizen of the United 
States. With much hope, a little 
faith*, and as our 
coins* say, "In 
God we trust*", I 
wanted to do it in 
English! 

The application* cost $680. It 
was a lot of money for us. I had 
to pay $100 more to the notary* 
who helped me fill it out*. My 
husband gave me the money. But 

what if I couldn't pass the test? 

In less than a month, I 
received my first letter from 
USCIS*. They approved my 
application. Three weeks later 
I got an appointment* to have 
my fingerprints taken. At that 
time, they gave me a book and 
an audio CD. There were 100 
questions to study. 

I studied every day for a 
month. Then I received my most 
important letter. It told me the 
date for the exam. It was in two 
weeks. 

When the day of my 
appointment arrived, I dressed 
as formally* as I could. I knew 
it was an important day. My 
husband came with me. He 
looked more nervous than I 
was. 

While I waited for the 
examiners to call my name, I 
reviewed each of the questions 
in my mind. I did not want to 
fail. 

Then it was my turn. I stood 

up and followed the man who 
called me. He was very kind. 

At first he asked me personal 
questions. Then he asked me six 
questions from the book. Then 
there were three questions I had 
to write the answers to. 

I didn't have to wait long 
before he said, "You passed!" 
I gave a shout and laugh of 
joy, "Yaee!!!" I was so happy. 
I didn't have words 
to say, except "Thank 
you". I quietly thanked 
my powerful God. 

I went to take my 
oath* of citizenship 
at a ceremony*. 
Hundreds of people 
from different countries 
were there. My proud 
husband was with me 
again. 

Becoming a Citizen
Are you eligible* to become 
a U.S. citizen? 

Find out: Answer the 
questions at USCIS.gov: 
“Naturalization* Eligibility 
Worksheet” 

Editor’s Note: The current* cost 
of an application for citizenship is: 
$640 plus $85 for “biometrics*: 
(fingerprinting) 

Daniela Alonso
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Sample Requirements* for 
High School Graduation

4 years of English 
3 years of social studies 
2 years of math 
2 years of science
2    years of a foreign language
1/2 year of health
1/2 year of art
1/2 year of music
1/2 year of computer science
4 years of physical education (1/4 credit*/year)

Required credits: 16
Elective* credits: 4
Total credits for graduation: 20

What will you do after high school?
make choices about their own careers in 
the future. 

College

About 70 percent of American high 
school students go on to college. College 
can prepare a student for a profession* 
in teaching, engineering, medicine, law, 
religious ministry, social work, or business 
management. It can take four to eight years 
to get a professional degree*.

High school students take special exams 
to get into college (SAT* or ACT*). You 
can buy a book of practice SAT exams 
for about $23. You can take free practice 
exams on the Internet. High scores on 
the SAT can help students to qualify* for 
advanced placement* in college classes or 
to earn scholarships*. 

Foreign-born students must take the 
TOEFL* (Test of English as a Foreign 
Language). A low score on the TOEFL 
means a student isn’t ready for regular 
college classes. Most  colleges have ESL 
programs to help these students. 

Technical* schools

More than two-thirds of the jobs in the 
United States do not require* a college 
degree. The U.S. has a strong need for 
workers with technical skills*. There are 
good careers in computer programming, 
medical technology*, construction, 
machine repairs, cooking, heating and air 
conditioning, tool-making, welding*, and 
much more. Programs in technical schools 
prepare young people for these careers. The 
programs can take six months to four years. 

On-the-job training

Some young people learn job skills 
while they are working. They may start at 
the bottom* of a large organization, such 
as a telephone company, a hotel chain*, 
a restaurant chain, or a construction 
company. The company may train them. 
Later, the company may promote* a good 
worker to a higher position where they can 
earn more money.  

Some people are good with “hands-on” 
skills. They may start out as an assistant 
to learn carpentry, plumbing,* electrical 
work, bricklaying, cabinet-making, or 
other careers. Many trade unions* have 
apprentice* programs like this. 

Students can learn skills in adult 
education classes and self-study programs. 
There are classes on the Internet, too. 

Financial* aid

Higher education can cost a lot of 
money. Even students from families with 
good incomes* need help to pay the costs 
of college. Students apply* for financial 
aid at the same time that they apply for 
entrance to a school. The application form 
is called the FAFSA*. The same FAFSA is 
sent to each college that a student applies 
to. 

A student may get a scholarship for 
his or her good grades, athletic* ability, 
service to the school, musical talent*, or 
other ability. 

A grant* is money for students with 
financial need. A grant is based on* the 
student’s or his or her parents’ income. 
The U.S. government gives Pell Grants* 
to students from low- and middle-income 
families. Students do not have to pay back 
grants and scholarships. 

Students may also get student loans*. 
They have to pay those back after they 
leave school. Many college students 
graduate with a large debt*. It’s important 
to choose a 
program that will 
lead to a good job.

A work-study 
program gives a 
student a part-time 
job to help pay 
college costs.

Guidance counselors*

It’s important to get help as you plan 
your future. School guidance counselors 
have information about jobs and colleges. 
They help students make decisions about 
their futures. They help students apply for 
scholarships and other financial aid. 

(continued from page 1)

A college campus*. Different subjects are taught in 
different buildings. 

This young man is an 
assistant chef* . 

People can take 
classes to learn 
how to groom* 
dogs. 

There are many new jobs in the field of medicine. This 
woman is a medical technician. 

It’s never too late to learn a new skill or career. There 
are many programs in adult schools and community 
colleges for people of any age. 

Do you want to save lives? It can take one to three 
years to become an Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT). With more education and ambulance* 
experience, a person can become a paramedic*. 

Welders* use heat 
to cut and join* 
metal. Welders 
need to know 
math in addition 
to welding skills. 
Many welders 
learn at a 
technical school. 
Then they work 
as an apprentice 
before becoming 
an expert*. 

  Many states also require students to pass a            
  high school proficiency* test.

You can 
learn to 
be an 
electrician 
by taking 
classes and 
then assisting 
a licensed 
electrician. 

Photos by Bigstockphoto.com
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Heroes and History
Thirteen colonies* in 

America came together to 
fight for independence* 
from Great Britain (1776-
1783). They worked together 

during the war. But after the war, there 
were problems.   

There was no president. There was no 
way to collect taxes. Each state printed its 
own money. It was difficult for the people 
in the states to trade* with each other. 
Each state had taxes on things that other 
states wanted to sell. States quarreled* 
about their land and their borders*. 

Some states wanted to break up into 
separate countries. But if the states didn’t 
stay together, they would not be strong. A 
foreign country could easily defeat* the 
states one at a time.

The Constitutional Convention*

In May, 1787, the states sent delegates* 
to a convention in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The 55 delegates decided    
to write a new constitution. 

They had just fought a war to be free 
from the tyrant* King George III (the 
third). They didn’t want to give too much 
power to a new central government.

 The “Founding Fathers*”

Important leaders like 
George Washington, 
James Madison, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
Alexander Hamilton, 
and Gouveneur Morris 
were at the convention. 
These men are some of 
the “Founding Fathers” 
of the United States. 
The delegates chose 
George Washington to 
be the president of the 
convention. 

The delegates 
got ideas for the 
Constitution from many 
places. Some ideas came 

from ancient* Rome and Greece. Some 
ideas came from great writers. Some ideas 
came from their own state constitutions.

A long hot summer

The delegates wanted to keep their talks 
secret. They kept the windows and the 
curtains of the convention hall closed. They 
worked through June, July, and August. It 
got very, very hot in the meeting room.  

 Important questions 

Should the country have a king? The 
delegates soon agreed* that there would be 
no king. They would have a president. The 

new country would 
be a republic*, not a 
monarchy*. 

The delegates 
decided that a 
president had to be at 
least 35 years old. He 
had to be a native-
born* citizen. 

Three branches of 
government

The Constitution 
set up three 
branches* of 
government. 
Congress* would 
make laws. The 
president would 
enforce* the laws. The courts would decide 
cases* where people disagreed* about 
the law. The highest court would be the 
Supreme Court*.

Each branch had some power over the 
other two branches. That way no person 
and no branch could become too powerful. 

Large states and small states

The large states wanted to have more 
representatives* in Congress. The small 
states wanted each state to send an equal 
number of representatives to Congress. The 
delegates compromised*. Congress would 
have two parts. It would have a Senate*, 
with two senators from each state. It would 
have a House of Representatives* with 
one representative for every 30,000 people. 

Who would elect the new leaders? 

Special electors* in each state would 
elect the president and vice president. The 
president’s term would be four years. 

A representative’s term* would be two 
years. A senator’s term would be six years. 
There were no term limits* at that time.  

Free states and slave states

The northern states had ended slavery*. 
They wanted to end slavery everywhere in 
the country. The southern states wanted to 
keep their slaves. They would not join* the 
union if they could not keep their slaves. 

The delegates compromised again: The 
slave trade from Africa had to end in 
twenty years. For representation, a state 
could count the number of free people plus 
three fifths (3/5) of the slaves They would 
count the same number to decide the taxes 
the states had to pay.

It’s done

Finally, on September 17, 1787, the 
Constitution was finished. Thirty-nine of 

the delegates signed it. Nine states had to 
ratify* the Constitution before it could 
become the law of the land. 

Delaware was the first state to ratify the 
Constitution. Then came Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, South 
Carolina, New 
Hampshire, Virginia, 
and New York. 

North Carolina and 
Rhode Island did not 
ratify the Constitution 
right away. They 
wanted to be sure 
the new government 
did not take away the 
rights of the people. 
The delegates added 
ten amendments* to 
the Constitution. These 
amendments became the 
Bill* of Rights. They 
protect* the rights of 
the people and of the 
states.

The first election for president took 
almost a month, from December 15, 1788, 
to January 10, 1789. 
Every elector voted for 
George Washington to 
be the first president. 
John Adams became 
the vice president. 
Alexander Hamilton 
became the Secretary of 
the Treasury*.  

The new government 
began on April 30, 1789. The capital* of 
the United States was in New York City. 
Later the government moved to the new city 

Writing the Constitution* of the United States

“The Signing of the Constitution of the United States” George Washington is standing 
at the front of the room. It was painted by Howard Chandler Christie and hangs in the 
Capitol* Building in Washington, D.C.  Courtesy of TeachingAmericanhistory.com

George Washington

John Adams

Alexander Hamilton

Benjamin Franklin

James Madison

Listen 
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com
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Crossword Puzzle

Have you heard people use these idioms? 
Illustrations by Dave Nicholson 

Across

Down

 1. Algebra is a form of ___.
 11. Additional ones
 12. A single one of something 
 13. We are in the  _____ 

(abbreviation).
 14. You and I (pronoun)
 15. Preposition: Do you want 

___ read about hurricanes?
 16. Girl’s name
 17. A large boat
 18. Cooked a thick soup
 20. Ellen Patton’s initials
 21. A wise little “person” with 

big ears in Star Wars movies
 23. South East (abbreviation)
 24. To be enough; This dinner 

will _____ a hungry person.

 27. Part of a cake or rock 
formation

 28. Ma’s husband
 30. That’s right; it’s good; yes.
 31. I ________ that you will 

become great one day.
 34. My brother likes to play 

_________ with his friends.
 35. Young people aged 13 to 19 

are ___.

 1. Labor Day is the first ___ of 
September.

 2. Preposition: I live ____  
5 West Jefferson Street.

 3. The day before Friday
 4. To wait for a moment before 

doing something
 5. To delete some writing
 6. Title for a woman (married 

or unmarried)
 7. The day before Wednesday
 8. Preposition: I’m  __ the 

kitchen.
 9. Los Angeles and 

Washington, DC are ___.
 10. The car ___ at the red light.
 19. Past form of is
 22. Large city in Japan
 25. The colored part of an eye
 26. The earth is not ___; it is 

round.
 27. Wood for a fire
 28. A dessert made with apples, 

blueberries, or peaches
 29. A girl’s name
 32. General Electric 

(abbreviation)
 33. Spanish word for is

11.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33

34 35

Question: 

What’s worse than biting 
into an apple and finding 
a worm in it?

Answer: 

Finding half of a worm.

 3. keep it under your 
hat
don’t tell this to others

I’m getting a puppy for 
my son’s birthday. But 
keep it under your hat. I 
want him to be surprised. 

Our school may win 
a prize for “Most 
Improved.” But keep the 
news under your hat. It  
isn’t certain yet.  

 4.  to rub the wrong 
way
to act in ways that make 
someone not like you

I don’t like Hilda. She 
rubs me the wrong way. 

There is something about 
Nora that rubs me the 
wrong way. 

 1. to be head and 
shoulders above  
 
to be much better than

  Twenty people applied for 
the job. I chose Joe because 
he was head and shoulders 
above the rest.

Gina doesn’t belong in 
the beginner’s class. She’s 
head and shoulders above 
the others.

 2.  dirt cheap
at a very low cost

I bought my new house dirt 
cheap. It needed a lot of 
repairs, though. 

I’m looking for a car 
I can buy dirt cheap. I 
only have $2,000. 
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Where and when are hurricanes?

The Atlantic hurricane season begins 
June 1 and ends November 30. Millions 
of people along the East Coast, the Gulf 
Coast, the Caribbean Islands, and Mexico 
live in the path* of hurricanes.

Hurricanes are not common in the  
western states. Storms in the Pacific Ocean 
usually move west/northwest.  They move 
away from the United States. Sometimes 
hurricanes in the Pacific hit Hawaii. Most 
of them just go out to sea. 

When a storm has a wind speed between 
39 and 73 miles per hour, meteorologists* 
call it a tropical storm*. They give it a 
name (see the list). When the winds are 
74 miles per hour or more, the 
storm becomes a category* one 
hurricane. Category three, four, and 
five are major* hurricanes. They 
have higher wind speeds. They are 
the most dangerous.

What are the dangers?

Hurricanes bring many dangers: 
high winds blow heavy objects 
around. It may rain hard for days, 
causing floods. Wind may push the 
ocean waves onto land in storm 
surges*. There are often tornados* 
around a hurricane. Trees may 
fall; some may fall on electric 

Hurricane* season*

Meteorologists rate 
hurricanes by the speed of 
their winds.

Tropical Storm: 39-73 mph1

Hurricanes: 
Category 1: 74-95 mph  
Category 2: 96-110 mph
Category 3: 111-130 mph 
Category 4: 131-155 mph
Category 5: 156+ mph 
1 mph = miles per hour

wires. Then there is no electric power for 
thousands of people.

How can people be safe?

It’s important to know how to stay safe. 
People who live along the coasts must 
listen to the weather news during hurricane 
season. Families need to follow a plan 
when weathermen predict* a hurricane for 
their area. They may have to evacuate* 
before a hurricane comes.  

Storm names

Meteorologists predicted that there 
will be ten named storms and four major 
hurricanes in 2018. This year’s season 
began with Tropical Storm Alberto. 

Hurricane Beryl did not touch land. Neither 
did Hurricane Chris. However, they both 
brought a lot of rain and flooding to the 
East Coast. 

Weather scientists name the tropical 
storms. The names alternate* between 
men’s names and women’s names. The 
other names for 2018’s Atlantic storms are: 
Debby, Ernesto, Florence, Gordon, Helen, 
Isaac, Joyce, Kirk, Leslie, Michael, Nadine, 
Oscar, Patty, Rafael, Sara, Tony, Valerie, 
and William 

Do you live in the path of a hurricane? 
Go to http://elizabethclaire.com.  Click 
on “Free Materials,” and then Hurricane 
Safety in Simple English. It could save your 
life.

Please see all the FREE materials at my website, plus books for English 
language learners and teachers

 FREE: Teacher’s Guide to this issue of Easy English NEWS

  FREE: 24-page How to Use Easy English NEWS in your ESL Classroom 
  (with reproducible graphic organizers)

FREE: 16 pages of extra activities 
   for each month:

       • Cloze exercises
     • Short-answer tests
     • Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking       
       questions  
     • Audio readings of articles 
     • YouTube videos to enhance visual     
        comprehension of articles

FREE: Hurricane Safety in Simple English

FREE: The Constitution in Simple English

TEACHERS: Sign up for my FREE monthly  
              News. 

You’ll also find FREE sample chapters of 
my books. 

Plus: order forms for books and Easy 
English NEWS

See sample pages of these books at my website.

A satellite* picture  shows Hurricane Irma, left, north of the island of 
Hispaniola. Hurricane Jose, right, is close behind. In one month last 
year, four hurricanes caused floods, damage, and loss of lives in Texas, 
Florida, Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Virgin Islands, and other Caribbean 
islands. Puerto Rico had no electrical power for many months. NOAA 
via AP
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ESL Survival Kit
Classroom Teacher’s 
ESL Survival Kit

Elizabeth Claire 
Judie Haynes 
ESL Fundamentals for Mainstream Teachers 

PLUS! 120 ready-to-use reproducible activities for newcomers

# 1# 1

Elizabeth Claire
Elizabeth Claire’s ESL Phonics for All Ages is a six-book series designed for English language learners who can read  

a non-Roman alphabet native language, and for English learners who cannot read in any language. All six books use 

a limited vocabulary in English and limited sentence structure. This phonics program has been extensively tested with 

students aged 7 to adult who are learning to read and write in English.

  ESL Phonics for All Ages:

•  uses high-frequency, unambiguous vocabulary 

that beginning English learners need to know  

or already know.

•  sequences the sound/symbol presentation 

to follow natural development of language 

learners’ skills in sound discrimination. 

Vowels, often very confusing for new language 

learners, are presented after all consonants.

• has an audio component to provide native- 

language presentation of the text and to allow 

individual students to advance at their own 

pace.

•  uses a multifaceted approach so students advance in 

phonetic awareness, reading, spelling, vocabulary, 

sentence structure, conversation, and pronunciation.

•  uses full spellings of all words. This allows for students 

to become familiar with whole words and provides a 

head start for success when later sounds and symbols 

are presented.

•  presents sight words in contexts needed by first-year 

ESL students.

•  repeats useful sentence patterns to enhance success.

•  provides songs, chants, poems, conversations, and 

stories for whole-language reading. 

Eardley Publications

P. O. Box 2596

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

for All Ages

Elizabeth Claire
for All Ages

Book 4:  Vowels Part I

Book 4:  Vowels Part I

ESL Phonics
ESL Phonics

Components

Student Books 1-6

2 Audio CDs for each book

Teacher’s Guide and Answer Pages

Letter Discrimination and Handwriting Guide
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The New Boy Is Lost!An ESL Picture-NovelTeacher’s Guide and Activity Book

Includes 45 Reproducible 

Activity Sheets

Elizabeth Claire

THE NEW BOY IS LOST! Teacher’s Guide and Activity Book

by Elizabeth ClaireThere’s a kaleidoscopic wealth of teaching points embedded in the novel The New Boy Is Lost! This classroom-tested

practical “kit” will provide the busy teacher with everything needed to use the Student Book effectively and enjoyably with

students at all levels of language proficiency. This convenient resource also includes 45 Reproducible Activity Sheets that

reinforce language and extend the themes explored in The New Boy Is Lost! The reproducible Activity Sheets can be used

easily with students at various levels of language ability.

For each of the 15 chapters in The New Boy Is Lost! this Teacher’s Guide provides: . 

• “Stop-and-Talk” strategies with multilevel Question Banks 

• Visualization and Total Physical Response activities

• Suggestions for Language Extension Activities 

• Activities for sharing personal experiences and culture 

• Teaching “grammar through discovery”
• Survival-skills extensions• Directions for the Activity Sheets

• Guided writing and creative writingTHE NEW BOY IS LOST! Student Book

by Elizabeth ClaireThe New Boy Is Lost (formerly titled Where is Taro?) is an ESL picture-novel for students in grades 2-8. With 300 full-

color pictures illustrating the action (one for each sentence), this novel can be “read” by preliterate students as well as by

readers at all other levels. Suitable for multilevel classes! 

This engaging novel tells the adventures of a new arrival (Taro) during his first days in the United States. He feels sad and

alone on his first day of school. He can’t understand the teachers or read the textbooks. He worries that he’ll never have

friends. His problems are compounded on the second day, when he takes the wrong bus home from school and gets lost. He

had left his ID card home, and doesn’t know his phone number or address. With no money, and only a few words of English,

Taro has to find his way through the dark and rainy streets of Jackson Heights, NY.

Students will want to know “what happens next?” as they relate to this emotion-packed story that speaks to any newcom-

er’s own first-days’ experiences. Author/teacher Elizabeth Claire skillfully weaves cross-cultural and survival topics into the

story, told in simple sentences and with a vocabulary limited to 500 high-frequency words. Students everywhere will be

drawn to this engaging story, with its themes of courage and resourcefulness in the face of new challenges. At the same time,

they will learn or review basic words for people, family members, colors, numbers, time, weather, descriptive adjectives, feel-

ings, school subjects, nationalities, transportation, making introductions, asking for directions, describing people, using the

telephone. . . and much more.

(ISBN: 0-937630-12-8) 

THE NEW BOY IS LOST! Audio
by Elizabeth ClaireThe entire adventure of the lost new ESL student is dramatically read by the author on CD or cassette. Beginning students

will be able to follow along easily in the book as they listen to the story. Intermediate and advanced students can listen inde-

pendently with or without the student book.
Eardley Publications302 Nedellec DriveSaddle Brook, NJ 07663 USA
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ISBN: 0-937630-18-7

Kristina, 1904, The Greenhorn Girl is based on the true story of a 
14-year-old girl who came to the United States more than a hundred years 
ago. Her story reminds us that, even though travel, technology, and native 
country origins have changed, the reasons for coming to America, and the 
struggles, sacrifices and courage required of an immigrant remain similar.

 
Kristina is the oldest child in a shoemaker’s family in Slovakia. The 

family is poor and hungry; Kristina’s mother has left for America in order 
to support the family. Two years later, it is Kristina’s turn to get a job so 
she can help keep her younger sisters alive. While she dreads the nine-day 
trip and leaving her younger siblings, she longs to see her mother again. 

Kristina begins her new life in New York City after a harrowing 
voyage in steerage and a nerve-wracking set of examinations at Ellis 
Island. Her first job as a live-in maid leads to exploitation and continued 
poverty. She is in constant danger of losing her next job because she 
cannot communicate with her employer. 

 
Kristina’s adventures will strike a chord with today’s immigrants 

who will identify with her dreams, her confusions, her feelings of 
loneliness, and her embarrassing mistakes in learning English. She 
sees many things that are beyond her reach because of her poverty, her 
minimal education, and her lack of English. What will she do when her 
mother must suddenly return to Slovakia?

 
In addition to being an engaging page-turner, Kristina, 1904 provides 

many thought-provoking insights into the difficult choices people make, 
and the power of a dream. This historically accurate novel makes a 
compelling read for the great-great-grandchildren of immigrants, while 
the plentiful illustrations make it comprehensible for today’s new English 
language learners. 

 
Elizabeth Claire is the founder and publisher of Easy English NEWS, and the author 

of 26 books, including The New Boy Is Lost! American Manners and Customs, What’s So 
Funny?, Help Your Buddy Learn English, ESL Teacher’s Activities Kit, Dangerous English!, 
and ESL Phonics for All Ages.

Eardley Publications
P.O. Box 2596

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
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The Greenhorn Girl

Elizabeth ClaireElizabeth Claire
Illustrations by Len ShalanskyIllustrations by Len Shalansky

Classroom Teacher’s 
ESL Survival Kit

Elizabeth Claire 
Judie Haynes 

Reproducible Activities for English Language Learners 
in upper elementary through high school

# 2

Classroom Teacher’s
ESL Survival Kit # 2
Elizabeth Claire    Judie Haynes 
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 Teacher’s ESL Survival K
it # 2  Eardley Publications

This resource, now a classic in the field, has been updated and revised, ready for action 
for English language learners whether in mainstream or ESL classes.
Classroom Teacher’s ESL Survival Kit # 2 will be a life saver for students, a time saver 
for teachers, and a relationship builder. 

With 160 reproducible activities, this indispensible resource is a companion to ESL 
Survival Kit # 1, and extends its reach through upper elementary, high school, and adult 
language classes  

Activities include reading, comprehension checks, writing, matching, drawing, coloring, 
cutting and pasting, vocabulary building, mapwork, measuring, games, and puzzles. New 
vocabulary and concepts are richly illustrated.

Includes:

• School scenes for survival vocabulary: cafeteria, nurse’s office, computer class, etc.
• Aesop’s stories with activities for reading development
• Social studies: Basic facts about the United States’
 geography 
 history 
 government
 symbols

• Math vocabulary development, U.S. weights and measures
• U.S. coins 
• Science concepts for animals, weather and plants

Eardley Publications
302 Nedellec Drive

Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
ww.Elizabethclaire.com

# 2

Education/ESL

ELIZABETH CLAIRE

ESL 
TEACHER’S 
ACTIVITIES 

KIT

ELIZABETH CLAIRE

ESL 
TEACHER’S 
ACTIVITIES 

KIT

160+ stimulating communicative activities to 
accelerate language learning

American Manners 

and Customs-2

The Best of Easy 
English NEWS

American Manners 

and Customs-2
Are you a newcomer to the United States?

Do American customs confuse you?

Do you want to know what’s going on?  

Do you wonder what to say? 

     Claire 
            A

m
erican M

anners and Custom
s-2 

      Eardley Publications  ESL/EFL

DEBT

ISBN: 978-0-937630-20-4?

What do I say?  W
hat do I do?

You need Elizabeth Claire’s 

Eardley Publications

Virginia Beach, VA 

www.Elizabethclaire.com

American Manners and Custo
ms-2  

A Newcomer’s Guide

 
American Manners and Custo

ms books 1, 2, and 3 are 

written in “easy English.” Difficult words are explained 

in a Word Help at the back of the book. Each chapter 

has questions to use in your classroom or to discuss 

with your friends.

Learn new words, too! Self-checking activities will help 

you increase your vocabulary.

American Manners and Custo
ms books are for adult 

and young adult newcomers or visitors to the Untied 

States. Be sure to get all three books!

A Guide for Newcomers

Elizabeth Claire

Elizabeth Claire
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Finland, Australia, the United States and 
the United Kingdom. An expert* cave-
diving rescue team came from the United 
Kingdom. More than 10,000 people worked 
to help find the boys.

Families and coaches waited. All of 
Thailand waited. The whole world waited. 
Ten days went by. Were the boys still alive? 
Many people prayed*. 

The British cave rescue team wore 
diving* equipment*. They carried oxygen 
tanks* with them. They crawled* and 
swam in the dark and dangerous waters of 
the cave. They put up a guide* rope along 
the wall. 

Found!

On July 2, the British rescue team came 
up out of the water into a large open space. 
They were surprised to see the boys. John 
Volanthen spoke to them in English.

“How many are here?”

Some of the boys could speak a little 
English: “Thirteen.”

The boys and their coach were all alive!

“Thank you! thank you!” said the boys. 
“Eat! Eat! Eat! Eat!” The boys were very 
hungry. 

“Tomorrow, people will bring food and a 
doctor.” said the rescuers. 

The divers followed their guide rope 
back to the entrance of the cave. It took 
five hours to go back. They had taken 
videos of the boys in the cave. The families 
and the world saw that the boys were alive. 

How will the boys get out?

The next day, Navy SEALs and a doctor 
went back into the cave. The guide rope 
showed them the way. They crawled and 
swam through fast-moving, ice-cold water 
to bring food, drinks, and blankets. 

The boys were very happy. But the 
danger was not over. The boys were weak*. 
Some could not swim. Parts of the cave 
were very narrow*. The rocks on the walls 
were sharp*. The oxygen level in the cave 
was going down. 

Then something terrible happened.  A 
Thai Navy SEAL was bringing oxygen 
tanks into the cave. His own oxygen ran 

out*. Saman Gunan, died two 
days later. Gunan had given 
his life to save the boys. 

This showed how 
dangerous it was to move the 
boys. The SEALs thought that 
it might take many weeks to 
get the boys out.

The rescue plan

The SEALs made a 
decision: they had to work 
fast.  They brought large 
pumps* to pump water out 
of the cave. They could only 
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After ten days of searching, British rescue divers were surprised to find the 
boys all alive in a dark, partly flooded* cave, on July 2. Photo: Tham Luang 
Rescue Operation Center via AP, File

(continued from page 1)

The “impossible rescue*”
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Let’s talk about it
The “impossible rescue” 
 (pages 1, 10, 11) 

 1. Why did the boys and their 
coach go 2 1/2 miles into the 
cave?

 2. What kinds of problems do 
you think the boys had?

 3. Why was it difficult to find 
the boys? Who found them?

 4. What dangers were there 
after the boys were found?

 5. How did the SEALS and 
others get the boys out? How 
long did it take?

 6.  Tell the meaning of these 
words: deep, crawl, diving, 
expert, narrow, rescue, 
SEAL, weak.

What will you do after high 
school? (pages 1 and 6)

 1. Where can a person 
prepare for a career after 
high school?

 2. What are some tests to get 
into college?

 3. What can you learn at 
technical schools?

 4 What kinds of jobs can you 
learn “on-the-job”?

 5. What are some ways to 
pay for higher education?

 6. What are (or were) your 
plans after high school?

  Or: How did you get your 
job or learn your skills?

 7. Tell the meaning of these 
words: diploma, GED,  
apprenticeship, grant, 
guidance counselor.

Events (pages 2 and 3)

 1. Is September a new 
beginning for you? In what 
way?

 2. How do Americans celebrate 
Labor Day?

 3. What parts of the U.S. were 
once controlled by Spain?

 4. How do Americans 
celebrate Hispanic-Heritage 
Month?  

 5. Why is the Constitution 
important to Americans?

 6. How do Jewish families 
celebrate Rosh Hashana?

 7. What is Patriot Day?
 8. Tell some things you learned 

from your grandparents. 
 9. What holidays do you 

celebrate in September?
 10. Tell the meaning of these 

words: harvest, politician, 
hijack, minority, descendant, 
Constitution, responsibility, 
oath of allegiance, 
synagogue, sin.

This is your page (page 4)

 1. What’s your favorite 
dessert? Can you get it at a 
restaurant?

 2. What animals can you see 
on the streets in your home 
country? What animals do 
you see here?

 3. Why did Svetlana’s father-in-
law think she spoke English 
very well? 

 4. Does your accent make 
it difficult for people to 
understand you? What can a 
person do about that?

 5. What is summer like in your 
home country? 

 6. How is shopping different 
in the U.S. from shopping 
in your home country?

 7. Tell the meaning of these 
words: anniversary, 
squirrel, disappoint, 
appliance, coupon.

Becoming a citizen

 1. How did Daniela Alonso 
learn English?

 2. How did she prepare to 
become a citizen?

 3. Why do you think a person 
has to take an oath of 
citizenship?

 4. How does a person become 
a citizen of your home 
country?

 5. Tell the meaning of these 
words: pronunciation, faith, 
coin, USCIS, appointment.

Ask Elizabeth (page 5)
 1. What forms of a verb 

are used in a passive 
sentence? 

 2. Tell three reasons to not 
tell the agent in a passive 
sentence.

  3. Tell the meanings of these 
words: subject, direct 
object, past participle.

Heroes and History 
(page 7)

 1. Why did the 13 colonies 
work together from 1775 
to 1781? 

 2. What problems did the 
new states have after they 
became independent?

 3. Who were some people 
at the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787? 
Where did they meet?

 4. Where did the “Founding 
Fathers” get their ideas for 
a constitution?

 5. What three branches 
of government did the 
Founding Fathers create?

 6. Tell two compromises they 
had to make.

 7. What happened after 
the delegates signed the 
Constitution?

 8. Why did North Carolina 
and Rhode Island wait to 
join the union?

 9. Tell the meaning of these 
words: delegate, Founding 
Fathers, agree, ratify, 
native-born, amendment.

Hurricane season 
(page 9)

 1. When is hurricane season? 
 2. What are the dangers of 

hurricanes?
 3. Which areas of the 

U.S. are in the path of 
hurricanes? 

 4. How can you prepare for a 
hurricane?

 5. Tell the meaning of these 
words: predict, tropical 
storm, path, evacuate.

Answers to
Crossword Puzzle

bring out a few 
boys at a time. The 
guides chose the 
four strongest boys 
to go first. They 
placed each boy in 
a plastic cocoon*, 
like a hotdog in 
a bun. Each boy 
wore a diver’s 
mask to connect to 
an oxygen tank. A 
diver in front held 
the oxygen tank for 
the boy and pulled 
the cocoon through 
the water. In the dry parts of the cave, other SEALs carried the 
cocoon.  

Safe!

The first rescue took nine hours. Ambulances* took the boys 
to a hospital. The next day, SEALs brought four more boys out of 
the cave. One day later, four more boys and the coach came out of 
the cave. 

“It was the hardest rescue we ever did,” said the Navy SEALs.
People cheer as divers bring out some of the boys trapped at 
Tham Luang Cave AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File 

Thai rescue teams use head lamps in a totally black cave 
July 2, 2018. Photo: Tham Luang Rescue Operation Center 
via AP, File

When all of the boys were out 
of the cave, the pumps stopped 
working. Water started rushing 
into the cave again. The doctor 
and the last four Navy SEALs got 
of the cave just in time. 

All over the world, people 
watched the rescue on TV. People 
shouted and sang and danced 
with joy. The boys got out of the 
hospital after one week. They told 
their story on television. 

There may be a 
movie soon about 
this “impossible” 
rescue! 

The “impossible rescue*”
(continued from page 10)
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accent noun. A way of 
pronuncing words. 
accept verb. To consider good; 
to tolerate others.
ACT noun. A test for admission 
to college.
active sentence noun phrase. 
A sentence in which the subject 
does the action.
advanced placement noun 
phrase. Ability to take a higher 
level of a college class.
agent noun. The person or 
thing that does the action in a 
passive sentence.
agree verb. To have the same 
idea as others; to say yes.
alternate verb. To give A, then 
B, then A again, then B. 
ambulance noun. A van for 
taking people to a hospital.
amendment noun. Something 
added to a law or Constitution.
ancient adjective. From a 
period of time 2,000 years ago.
anniversary noun. The date 
that something happened in the 
past.
appliances noun. Machines 
that do work in the home: 
washing machine, dryer, etc.
application noun. A written 
request to ask for something. 
apply verb. To ask for 
admission. 
appointment noun. A date and 
time for a meeting. 
apprentice noun. A person who 
learns from a skillful person.
arrest verb. To take into police 
custody.
at the bottom prepositional 
phrase, idiom. In the lowest 
paying job.
athletic adjective. Good at 
sports.
atone verb. To correct things 
that one has done wrong.
atonement noun. Regret for 
sins that one has committed.
at the bottom prepositional 
phrase, idiom. In a low-paying, 
job that does not require skill. 
barbecue noun. A way of 
cooking food outdoors. 
based on verb phrase. To be 
built on.
behavior noun. A person’s 
actions.
bill noun. A list of laws.
Bill of Rights noun phrase. 
The first ten amendments to the 
Constitution that tell what the 
government may not do.
biometrics noun, plural. The 
measurement of some body 
feature such as finger prints.
border noun. A line that 
separates two countries.
branch noun. A large part of an 
organization.
campus noun. The area around 
a school or college.
capital noun. The city where a 
government works.
capitol noun. The building in 
which the government works.
career noun. A lifelong 
occupation or job.
case noun. An issue that people 
bring to a court for a decision.
category noun. (of hurricanes)
A measure of a hurricane’s 
wind.
cave noun. A large natural 
room or tunnel under ground.
ceremony noun. A set of 
actions for an achievement.
chain noun. A business that has 
many stores, hotels, etc.
challah [KHAL luh] noun. A 
sweet Jewish bread.
chef [SHEHF] noun. A 
professional cook.
cocoon [kuh KOON] noun. A 

thick blanket (like the covering 
of a caterpiller / butterfly).
coin noun. Money made of 
metal: nickel, dime, penny.
colony noun. A land that is 
owned by another country.
commit a crime verb phrase. 
To break the law; to rob, steal, 
murder, sell illegal drugs, etc. 
commonwealth noun. A close 
relationship between two 
independent countries. 
compromise verb. An 
agreement when each side 
gives up part of what they 
wanted.
Congress noun. The people who 
who make laws for the U.S.
Constitution noun. The basic 
set of laws of the U.S.
convention noun. A meeting of 
people for a special purpose.
cosmetics noun, plural. Things 
to make a person beautiful.
coupon noun. A paper you can 
use to get a lower price.
courtesy noun. Politeness.
crawl verb. To move on hands 
and knees.
credit noun. A unit for a year 
of study of a subject. 
crime noun. An act that breaks a 
law: stealing, selling drugs, etc.
crops noun, plural. Farm 
products: vegetables, fruit, etc.
current adjective. Happening 
now.
customs noun, plural. 1. Laws 
about people and things that 
enter the United States. 2. The 
usual things that people do. 
debt noun. Money that a 
person owes.
deep adjective. Rising high up.
defeat verb. To win against 
someone in a game or in a war.
delegate noun. A person who 
represents others at a meeting.
descendant noun. A child, 
grandchild, great grandchild.
dessert [dih ZEHRT] 
Something sweet to eat after a 
meal.
diploma noun. A paper to show 
that a person has graduated.
direct object noun phrase. The 
person or thing that receives 
the action of a verb. 
disagree verb. To have 
different opinions. 
disappoint verb. To make a 
person feel sad that they didn’t 
get something they wanted.
dive verb. To go into water; to 
swim under water. 
diversity  noun. A mix of 
different kinds of people.
drop out verb phrase. To quit; 
to stop going to school.
elective adjective. A school 
subject that a person chooses.
elector noun. A person chosen 
by a state to vote for president.
eligible adjective. Able to 
qualify; meet requirements for.
employer noun. A person who 
gives someone a job.
enforce verb. To make people 
obey the law.
entrance noun. The opening or 
door to a place.
equipment noun. Things that 
are needed for a job.
ethnic adjective. Having to do 
with a national/racial group.
evacuate verb. To leave a place 
because of some danger.
expert noun. A person who is 
very good at his job.
FAFSA noun. Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid. 
faith noun. A belief in one’s 
ability, or a belief in God.
fast verb. To stop eating food 
for a period of time. 

festival noun. Joyful events to 
celebrate a holiday.
fiesta [fee EHS tuh] noun. A 
“Spanish-flavor” party with 
food, music, dancing, etc.
fill (it) out verb phrase, 
idiom. To write answers on an 
application.
financial adjective. Having to 
do with money.
flood noun. Too much water; 
water overflowing rivers.
formally adverb. In a way that 
shows respect for an honor.
found verb. To start a new 
organization (past form: founded).
Founding Fathers noun 
phrase, plural. The men who 
helped start the United Strates.
furry adjective. Having fur.
GED noun. An alternative high 
school diploma based on a test 
of 5 high school subjects. 
grant noun. Money given to a 
student to pay for education.
groom verb. To bathe, brush, 
and cut a dog’s hair.
guidance counselor noun 
phrase. A person who gives 
information about careers and 
colleges. 
guide 1. verb. To show the 
way. 2. noun. Something that 
shows the way.
harvest noun. A time when 
farmers bring in their crops of 
fruits, vegetables, corn, etc.
heritage noun. The culture, 
language, traditions, customs, 
art, etc. of a group of people.
hijack verb. To steal a plane 
with people in it.
Hispanic adjective. Spanish-
speaking or of Spanish descent.
honor verb. To show respect 
and appreciation for a person.
House of Representatives 
noun phrase, plural. One part 
of Congress that makes laws.
hurricane noun. A large 
violent rain storm, with winds 
of 74 miles per hour or more.
immigrant noun. A person who 
comes to live in a new country.
immoral behavior noun 
phrase. Wrong or bad actions: 
drug use, drunkenness, etc.
income noun. Money that a 
person or family receives.
increase  verb. To grow more.
independence noun. Freedom 
from being owned by another.
In God we trust The official 
motto of the United States. 
join verb. To get together with.
Latin America noun phrase. 
Spanish- or Portuguese-
speaking parts of South or 
Central America.
legal immigrant noun phrase. A 
person who has entered the U.S. 
with permission to stay here. 
limit noun. A restriction on the 
size, or time for something
literacy noun. The ability to 
read and write.
loan noun. Money that a person 
borrows and must pay back.
major adjective. Very large.
medical technology noun 
phrase. Machines to help doctors 
diagnose and treat disease.
meteorologist [MEE dee uhr 
AHL uh jihst] noun. A scientist 
who studies the weather. 
military noun. The Army, 
Navy, Marines, Air Force, etc. 
minority noun. A group that is 
a small part of a population.
monarchy [MAHN ahr kee] 
noun. A country that is ruled by 
a king or queen.
narrow adjective. With walls 
close together.
native-born adjective. Born in 
a country, not foreign born.
naturalization noun. The 
process of becoming a citizen 

of a new country.
notary noun. An official who 
can certify documents.
oath of allegiance noun 
phrase. A promise to be loyal 
to the United States. 
object noun. A noun that 
follows a verb or preposition.
occupation noun. Job.
orchard noun. Many fruit 
trees. 
oxygen tank noun phrase. 
A large metal container with 
oxygen (O2) for breathing.
paramedic noun. A person who 
can give emergency medical 
treatment.
passive adjective. Not taking 
action; receiving action.
pasta noun. Spaghetti, 
macaroni, etc.
past participle noun phrase. 
The form of a verb used with 
have, has, or had or used in the 
passive voice.
path noun. The direction that 
something is going in.
patriot noun. A person who 
loves his or her country.
Pell Grant noun phrase. 
Money from the government to 
pay for college tuition.
Pentagon noun. A large five-
sided office building for the 
U.S. Department of Defense. 
plumbing noun. Making or 
fixing pipes, sinks, toilets, etc.
politician noun. A person who h 
wants to be elected. 
population noun. The the 
number of people in a place.
pray verb. To communicate 
with God. 
prayer noun. A request to God 
for a favor. 
predict verb. To tell what will 
happen in the future.
prevent verb. To stop 
something from happening.
profession noun. A career such 
as doctor, lawyer, teacher, etc.
proficiency noun. An ability 
that meets a state’s standards.
promote verb. To give a 
worker a higher level job; to 
give assistance or support.
protect verb. To save something 
from harm or from being known.
pump noun. A machine for 
removing water. 
qualify verb. To have the 
requirements for a job, etc.
quarrel verb. To disagree; to 
argue angrily.
raise verb. To lift up. 
ram noun. A male sheep.
ratify verb. To vote to agree on 
a proposal or Constitution.
repentance noun. Sorrow for 
something that one has done.
representative noun. A person 
who speaks and votes for a 
group of people.
republic noun. A country 
in which people elect their 
lawmakers and leaders.
require verb. Need.
requirement noun. A condition 
for graduation.
rescue [REHS kyoo] 1. verb. 
To save someone from danger. 
2. noun. The act of saving 
someone.
responsible adjective. In 
charge; able to do one’s job.
responsibility noun. A job that 
one must do.
roots noun, plural. Connections 
through one’s family history. 
run out verb phrase, idiom. To 
use up all of something.
SAT noun. A standardized test 
for college admissions. 
satellite noun. A man-made 
object in orbit around the earth.
scholarship noun. Money for 
educational expenses.
score noun. Grade or mark on 

a test.
SEAL noun. A specially trained 
person in the Navy who operates 
on Sea, Air, and Land.
season noun. A part of a year; 
summer, spring, etc.
Secretary of the Treasury 
noun phrase. The person in a 
government who is in charge of 
money, taxes, expenses.
self-improvement noun. Doing 
things to increase skills, health, 
education, wisdom, etc.
Senate noun. One of two parts 
of Congress that make laws.
sharp adjective. Having edges 
that can easily cut a person.
shofar noun. A ram’s horn.
sin noun. An act that a religion 
forbids.
skill noun. A learned ability.
slavery noun. Forced labor.
squirrel noun. A small rodent 
that usually lives in trees. 
stepfather noun. The second 
husband of one’s mother. 
storm surge noun phrase. A 
sudden dangerous rise of the 
ocean caused by high winds.
subject noun. The person or 
thing in a sentence that the 
sentence is about.
Supreme Court noun phrase. 
The highest court in the U.S.
symbolize verb. To use a 
word or object to represent 
something.
synagogue noun. A Jewish 
house of worship; a temple. 
talent noun. An outstanding 
ability in music, art, sports, etc.
technical school noun. A school 
that teaches job skills. 
term noun. A period of time. 
term limit noun phrase. The 
maximum number of times a 
person may be elected.
territory noun. A land that is 
owned by another country.
terrorist noun. A person who 
attacks innocent people to 
create fear.
tiramisu [teer uh MEE su] 
noun. A sweet Italian dessert. 
Torah noun. Jewish holy book.
tornado noun. A storm with 
extremely rapid rotating winds. 
total adjective. Complete.
trade 1. verb. To buy and 
sell goods. 2. noun. A career 
that requires skill, such as a 
carpenter, plumber, etc. 
traditional adjective. According 
to customs in the past.
troops noun, plural. Soldiers.
tropical storm noun phrase. A 
storm with 39-73 mph winds. 
tyrant noun. A cruel,  
unreasonable king.
unemployment rate noun 
phrase. The percent of workers 
who can’t find a job.
union noun. A group that joins 
together for power and safety.
USCIS United States 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services noun phrase. The 
agency that gives the test for 
becoming a citizen. 
voice noun. A verb structure: 
either active or passive.
wages noun, plural. The money 
paid per hour for a worker.
weak adjective. Not strong.
weekend noun. Saturday, 
Sunday, plus any Monday 
holiday.
weld verb. To join metals 
together using a flame with 
high heat. 
World Trade Center noun 
phrase. A group of seven office 
buildings in New York City.


