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Downtown Frankfort, Inc. is an organization charged with: 1) expanding the economic base of 

downtown and identifying opportunities for economic growth, 2) preserving and enhancing 
the historic character, the physical appearance, and inviting atmosphere of the downtown 
commercial district, and 3) encouraging people to work, live, shop and play downtown. These 
efforts are carried out with 1½ staff members and a myriad of volunteers who have a passion for 
seeing downtown grow and prosper.

Last year, the city of Frankfort and the Franklin Co. Fiscal Court invested $54,500 in Downtown 
Frankfort, Inc.  Merchant, individual and non-profit organization members invested nearly $10,000 
in the program and businesses throughout Franklin Co. sponsored over $24,000 for specific DFI–
organized events. 

So what are local government, members and sponsors getting as a return on their investment?

•	 FHS students engaged in visioning what 
downtown could become, developing a 
budding interest of our downtown as the next 
generation of leaders of our community.

•	 Regional journalists documented day-to-day 
life of community residents, showcasing some 
fascinating personal stories, which serves to 
compliment the idea that many Kentuckians 
already have of the cultural diversity of our 
community.

•	 Frankfort business highlighted in a national 
marketing campaign for National Retail Federation, highlighting downtown as a business-
friendly community.

•	 A single ArtWalk event attracted over 40 extra 
visitors per business in a 4 hour timeframe, 
and generated $6700 in sales.

•	 Highlighted Frankfort as alternate place to be 
during Derby Day for those not wanting to 
attend actual event, estimated 2000 people 
attended, all restaurants sold out of food.

•	 Lead role assumed in organizing $10,000 worth 
of downtown landscaping efforts.

Kentucky Mountain Workshop



•	 Summer concerts had an estimated attendance 
of 2000 per evening, generated $60,000 in food 
sales alone for downtown businesses.

•	 Fundraiser organized that raised over $10,000 for 
a playground park near Farmer’s Market.

•	 Helped instigate community calendar, allowing a 
greater coordination of events in the community.

•	 Six new businesses opened and 2 expanded, with 
30 new jobs created downtown.

•	 Actively participated in creating the Wayfinding 
Master Plan, which allowed the city to obtain a 
$290,000 Transportation Alternatives grant to 
install signs throughout Frankfort this summer 
that will help visitors more easily find their way 
around town, and promote local attractions.

•	 Helped promote and implement City’s Rehabil-
itation grants which provided $50,000 for 12 
downtown property owners to improve/ upgrade 
their buildings. 

•	 Helped organize grant that provided $38,000 for Frankfort Public Art tour.  

DFI Vision Statement

Frankfort, our Capital City on the banks of the Kentucky River; small but spirited, we will 
shape and reflect the nature of Kentucky, so that all who appreciate the charm of history and 
the influx of new ideas can enjoy cultural and civic sophistication on an intimate scale. 

Summer Concerts

Community Calendar

Building Rehab Grants and New Business Public Art Tour


