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Webinar: May 13, 2020
Document! Document! Document! 

Narratives, DocHub and Telepractice

Presented By:
Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP

Linda Lafontaine, M.A. CCC-SLP
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• Make sure other applications on your computer are closed for 
optimal viewing of this webinar.

• The panel to your right allows you to ask Maryellen questions 
or leave comments. She will respond at the end of the webinar. 

• At the end of the webinar, we will be raffling off 3 PRIZES – you 
must still be logged in to WIN!! 

• Instructions for access to Handouts and Certificates of 
Attendance will be available tomorrow at 
https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/webinars
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BEFORE WE BEGIN….
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Now, we have POLLS we would like you to answer in order 
for us to learn about our participants. Please respond!
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Our methodology and tools are in use in ALL 50 of 
the United States, Australia, The Netherlands, 

New Zealand and in every province of Canada and in 
19 other countries across the globe.
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Type in your 
City/State/Country in the 

Chat Bar on the Right side 
of the screen!

Where 
are 

YOU?
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Disclosures

Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP, 
President & Founder, MindWing Concepts, Inc., Springfield, MA

– Financial: Maryellen has ownership interest in MindWing Concepts, holds intellectual 
property rights and patents. Maryellen is employed as president of MindWing Concepts. In 
that capacity, she writes books, creates materials, consults, trains and presents.

– Nonfinancial: No relevant nonfinancial relationships exist. 

Copyright © 2017 • Maryellen Rooney Moreau • 1-888-228-9746 • 
www.mindwingconcepts.com

Linda Lafontaine, M.A. CCC-SLP, 
Consultant, MindWing Concepts, Inc., Springfield, MA

– Financial: Linda consults and presents for MindWing Concepts, Inc and receives a consulting fee.
– Nonfinancial: No relevant nonfinancial relationships exist.
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PRESENTER BIOS
Linda M. Lafontaine, MA, CAGS, CCC/SLP received her Master’s Degree in Speech-Language 
Pathology in 1981 from the University of Maryland. In 2014 she received her CAGS from 
American International College as a Reading Specialist. Linda has practiced in many settings, 
including hospital, public and private schools. She is the former Principal of the Curtis Blake Day 
School of the Children’s Study Home, for students with dyslexia/LLD. 

Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP is the Founder and President of MindWing 
Concepts. Her 50 year professional career includes: school-based SLP, Assistant Professor, 
Diagnostician, and Coordinator of Intervention Curriculum and Professional Development. She 
created the Story Grammar Marker® and was awarded two U.S. patents. . In 2011, Moreau 
received the Boise Peace Quilt Project Award for her work with children in the area of conflict 
resolution and social communication. In 2014, she received the Alice H. Garside Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the International Dyslexia Association, Massachusetts Branch 
(MABIDA) for exemplary leadership, service or achievement in the area of helping children with 
dyslexia and language learning disabilities Moreau is an internationally recognized presenter. 
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Welcome from Linda and Maryellen
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This link on ASHA’s Website has a wealth of information and resources:
https://www.asha.org/About/Coronavirus-Updates/

Two things that stood out to Linda:
• FAPE
• “documentation” when providing 

services via telepractice
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CCSS

COLLEGE AND CAREER

Building Blocks of Language

COLLEGE AND CAREER

10



Copyright © 2020 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF MindWing Concepts, Inc. • Moreau/Lafontaine 6

CCSS

COLLEGE AND CAREER

Building Blocks of Oral LanguageWithout “discourse” there is no efficient connection 
between language development and literacy.
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Argument
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Before we delve more into the topic at hand, I 
want to touch on the Story Grammar Marker® 
Approach itself briefly. 

If you want more on using Story Grammar 
Marker®, we have other free webinars on our 
website with introductions, as well as all of 
our manuals and materials.

Copyright © 2020, MindWing Concepts, Inc. 14
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“We dream, remember, anticipate, 
hope, despair, love, hate, believe, 
doubt, plan, construct, gossip and 
learn in narrative.”

Westby, C. (1985, 1991). Learning to talk, talking to learn:
Oral-literate language differences. In C. Simon (Ed.),
Communication skills and classroom success.
Eau Claire, WI: Thinking Publications, Inc. Copyright © 2020, MindWing Concepts, Inc. 15
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What is the 
Story 
Grammar 
Marker®?
A hands on, multisensory tool for 
narrative development that has 
colorful, meaningful icons that 
represent the organizational 
structure of a story (or narrative). 
The tool itself is a complete 
episode, the basic unit of a plot. It 
was created in 1991 by speech-
language pathologist Maryellen 
Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP in 
Springfield, MA.

Character

Setting 
Initiating Event (Kick-off)

Internal Response (Feeling)

Thinking Bubble (mental states)

Plan

Planned Attempts (Actions)

Direct Consequence (Tie Up)

Resolution (feeling, lesson, moral)

https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons
SEE Blog Post: The Hidden Meaning of Story Grammar Marker®’s Icons

Copyright © 2020, MindWing Concepts, Inc. 16

16

https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons
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The SGM® Sequence of 
Narrative Development Stages 
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What is literate oral language?

It is the combination of

Elements of microstructure connect 
the elements of MACROstructure. 

Microstructure 
The linguistic complexity of 

sentences that 
make up the macro-structure

MACROstructure
The overall organization of a 

story or expository text selection

20
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MACROstructure of a Narrative 
(story) is…

…the global organizational structure of story 
elements or “story grammar” of a story 
episode or series of episodes
– independent of content.

21

Microstructure of a narrative (story) is…
• the internal linguistic organization of the narrative Microstructure 

(Justice, 2004)

• what “glues” the story together (Moreau & Fidrych, 1995)

• commonly referred to as “story sparkle” (Westby, 1985)

• focused on vocabulary and sentence 
Development/complexity as well as 
cohesive ties (see p 39-40 of SGM® manual)

• the elaboration and cohesion that 
makes a story (narrative) meaningful. 
(SGM® manual page 39-44.)

22
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Micro-structure’s literate language features are:
• Elaborated noun phrases (ex. The big, scary fish…)
• Verb phrases (tense use & adverb use, 

ex. The big, scary fish swam slowly.)
• Mental State verbs (the character may: remember, 

know, think, realize, etc.)
• Linguistic verbs (whispered, yelled, asked, etc.)
• Conjunctions (and, but, so, because, first, then, next, finally, 

etc.)

23
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Why Narrative Assessment?

• Assessing a narrative provides social, linguistic and academic information about your students’ 
progress in: comprehension, Wh- questions, syntax, pragmatics, main idea, sequencing, cause-effect 
chaining, use of cohesion words, elaborated noun phrases, perspective taking, identifying emotions, 
problem solving and SO much more! 

• Narrative intervention then enables the practitioner to help students make progress in these areas.  

• Narrative intervention, using the Story Grammar Marker® approach, simultaneously targets discourse, 
sentence level language construction and expansion (syntax and morphology) as well as vocabulary 
concerns!   

• This simultaneous targeting serves to clarify and facilitate documentation. With the goal of improved 
language and communication skills, Narrative Assessment is one of the biggest bangs for your buck for 
tracking and documenting progress. 

24
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Using the selection “Shipwrecked” we will 
demonstrate to procedure we use for this 
informal narrative assessment: 
1.Elicit 
2.Transcribe 
3.Analyze

26
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Shipwrecked
1.Once there were three brothers (Setting)
2.who often fished together in the ocean. (Setting)
3.They were good sailors, (Setting)
4.and usually were gone from home for only a short time. (Setting)
5.One day, they all fell asleep on their boat. (Initiating Event)
6.While they slept, (Initiating Event)
7.the anchor broke loose, (Initiating Event)
8.and the boat drifted away in the dark night. (Initiating Event)
9.It finally crashed against some rocks. (Initiating Event)
10.The boys woke up frightened, (Internal Response)
11.but then saw an island about a mile from the wrecked boat. (Initiating Event)
12.The swam for their lives, (Attempt)
13.and finally all reached the island. (Direct Consequence)
14.The boys were grateful to be alive, (Reaction)
15.but knew they were lost. (Reaction)

27
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16. In the beginning, life on the island was very hard. (Setting)
17. The boys couldn’t find fresh water or food. (Initiating Event)
18. But they knew (Internal Response)
19. they could survive (Internal Response)
20. if they worked together. (Internal Response)
21. First, they looked for coconuts. (Attempt)
22. Then they caught birds with their bare hands, (Attempt)
23. and cooked them over an open fire. (Attempt)
24. They always had enough to eat and drink (Direct Consequence)
25. and never felt hungry again. (Reaction)

28
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26. The blazing sun was always hot on the island. (Setting)
27.But one day the rainy season began. (Initiating Event)
28.The brothers knew (Internal Response)
29.they had to build a shelter. (Internal Response)
30.They searched the island, (Attempt)
31.and found parts of their wrecked boat. (Direct Consequence)
32.They tied the wood together, (Attempt)
33.and built a simple cabin. (Direct Consequence)
34.They were happier inside the cabin, (Reaction)
35.and kept dry when the rain came. (Direct Consequence)

29
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36.The boys still dreamed every night of returning home to their family. (Setting)
37.One day, they spotted a ship. (Initiating Event)
38.They became excited, (Internal Response)
39.and set fire to some large bushes. (Attempt)
40.The black smoke rose high in the sky, (Direct Consequence)
41.and the ship’s captain spotted it. (Direct Consequence)
42.He ordered his men to go ashore, (Direct Consequence)
43.where the sailors were welcomed by the three brothers. (Reaction)
44.They shouted their thanks. (Reaction)
45.After fifteen long months on the island, they were finally going home. (Direct  Consequence)
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FREE 
DOWNLOAD:
https://mindwingconcepts.com/
pages/webinars
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• DocHub.com is an online PDF annotator that allows users to create document templates 
and add text, draw shapes, as well as update content. 

• Using DocHub.com, we will demonstrate analysis of the Macro and Microstructure of a 
narrative. 

• DocHub seamlessly integrates with Dropbox, Google Drive, Gmail and Box accounts. 

• This documentation process provides the service provider with a complete and professional 
procedure for sharing with colleagues, administrators and parents.
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Download this special 39 
Page Resource to use 
TOMORROW:
$14.95 
(limited time price)
https://mindwingconcepts.
com/products/zoom-in-on-
documentation
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https://mindwingconcepts.com/collections/ico
n-downloads/products/universal-mindwing-
digital-icons-complete-set

https://mindwingconcepts.com/collections/ico
n-downloads/products/universal-mindwing-
digital-icons-complete-set

Universal Digital Icons Set - $19.95, 127 images 
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https://mindwingconcepts.com/products/zoom-in-on-documentation
https://mindwingconcepts.com/collections/icon-downloads/products/universal-mindwing-digital-icons-complete-set
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Professional Development
Workshops and Consultations 

in School DistrictsON HOLD

NOW SCHEDULING Video-Conference/ 
Web-Based Workshops!

Contact Sheila at smmoreau@mindwingconcepts.com 
or 888.228.9746Copyright © 2020, MindWing Concepts, Inc. 43
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The Raffle Winners Will 
Receive:
First Prize: Zoom In On 
Documentation Booklet
2nd and Third Prize:
FULL SET of Digital Icons!
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Connect with us! 
https://www.facebook.com/mindwingconcepts/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/

@mindwingconcept

@storygrammarmarker

https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos

EMAIL list: http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact
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