
MindWing Concepts, Inc. Testimonials 2007 www.mindwingconcepts.com 
For further details, please contact Sheila Moreau at 888 228 9746 or smmoreau@mindwingconcepts.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Testimonials* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*The following letters of recommendation are from esteemed educators across the 
country.  They were originally written to be included in other proposals we have sent to 
school districts including New York City Public Schools and have been re-printed with 

permission for use in this testimonials format. 
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May 17, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter to recommend Maryellen Moreau and MindWing Concepts for the 
“System-Wide Early Childhood Professional Development” project with the New York City Board of 
Education.  As the Project Director of Early Reading Success and Mastering Reading Instruction (MRIn), 
two teacher-training programs affiliated with Haskins Laboratories, I have been working with Ms. Moreau 
for the past two years.  She is extremely knowledgeable in her field, expert in her interactions with teachers 
and students, and an excellent presenter of first-rate professional development.  As well, the materials that 
she has developed through her company, MindWing Concepts, have proven to be invaluable in helping 
children develop their oral language skills. 

In the MRIn first-grade teacher quality research project, we have pursued reading and language 
programs that are both research-based and teacher-friendly to assist with implementation. Our intervention 
study links teacher knowledge and practice with student achievement.  In designing the study we identified 
oral language as one of four key components for enhancing teachers’ understanding of reading acquisition.  
Our knowledge of oral language acquisition and narrative discourse development led us to Ms. Moreau’s 
work on the Story Grammar Marker ® (SGM).  Last year she trained our mentors in the use of SGM with a 
strong emphasis on its connection with the research on how children’s oral language skills can be 
developed.  As a result of this training, we implemented the use of her materials in a number of inner-city 
classrooms in our schools in New Haven and Hartford.  The training in the use of the SGM and its 
framework proved to be extremely effective in supporting young children’s oral language development and 
was especially helpful for children with English as a second language and for those students with learning 
disabilities. 

Ms. Moreau has spent most of her professional career focusing on how children’s oral language 
skills develop and what teachers can do to facilitate that development – especially for children whose 
language skills are compromised by disadvantaged situations or by deficits in language processing skills.  
As a research laboratory whose focus is the scientific method, it is essential that Ms. Moreau’s work be 
based on theoretical research. It is also extremely important that it is based on her own experience 
implementing the program in a variety of school districts with children whose language skills vary widely. 
In other words, she has used her techniques with many teachers over the years and has seen its success 
throughout the many schools where she’s worked. 
 
In fact, in addition to participating in her training seminars, I have had the pleasure of observing her in 
classrooms using SGM and Braidy ® with children in grades pre-kindergarten through third grade.  It is a 
joy to witness her expertise and enthusiasm while she supports students in talking about and telling stories.  
I have also seen her use the framework and materials in social studies and science classes where SGM 
provides a scaffold for children who need a tool to assist them in remembering the important concepts in 
non-fiction text.   
 
I am happy to recommend this program because of the positive impact it has had on our schools, teachers, 
and most importantly, our students.  I am certain that your school districts will benefit greatly from a 
partnership with Maryellen Moreau and MindWing concepts.  
 
Sincerely, 
Margie Gillis, Project Director, Early Reading Success and Mastering Reading Instruction  

 

THE SCIENCE OF THE SPOKEN AND WRITTEN WORD  300 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511 - Voice: 
203.865.6163 - Fax: 203.865.8963 - www.haskins.yale.edu 
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      Linda Liss-Bronstein 
                                                                                     270 Fern Street 
                                                                                    West Hartford, CT 06119    
      
June 1, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 

I want to take this opportunity to tell you about our success with using the Mind Wings 
Framework .  I have been a Haskins Reading Fellow for the past five years. During this time I was also an 
External Literacy Facilitator with the Connecticut READS grant ( Reading Excellence Act). Currently I am 
a Haskins Reading Specialist for the Haskins Mastering Reading Instruction Project, which is a research 
study for the U.S. Department of Education , Institute of Educational Sciences. The goal of both projects is 
to increase teacher knowledge and implementation of scientifically-based reading research in primary 
education classrooms.  In searching for the best instructional tool to improve comprehension our project 
adopted the Mind Wings’ Frameworks. At the Maria Sanchez Elementary School, in Hartford, we launched 
Braidy two years ago in pre-school to grade one. It has been a successful initiative for explicit and 
systematic instruction of story narrative skills, including the use of language structures e.g. cohesive ties, 
which research has demonstrated improves students’ understanding of literate language.  
 
  In our current project, a research study for the U.S. Department of Educational Sciences , 
Mastering Reading Instruction, we chose Braidy as our primary resource tool for the comprehension 
component.  It is our premise that Braidy will develop the underlying language structures and story 
grammar needed for text comprehension.  This includes elaborated noun phases, cohesive ties and adverbs .  
This part of our project will launch in the Fall, 2005.   What I have seen happen when teachers use the 
Mind Wings Frameworks is that they come to understand the prerequisite skills students need for reading 
comprehension. They learn to target explicitly the underlying skills that promote comprehension. Student 
writing  also improves. My experience is with students from high poverty districts. At the Maria Sanchez 
Elementary School, the majority of students are English Language Learners. Special Education students 
have been successful along with ELL students and regular education students in this initiative.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Linda Liss-Bronstein 
Haskins Reading Specialist, Mastering Reading Instruction Mentor 

 

THE SCIENCE OF THE SPOKEN AND WRITTEN WORD 

300 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511 - Voice: 203.865.6163 - Fax: 203.865.8963 - www.haskins.yale.edu 

 

* Please note: Haskins Laboratories is a research facility affiliated with 
Yale University, UCONN and URI. 
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C H APM A N 
U n i v e r s i t y  

O n e  U n i v e r s i t y  D r .  
Orange, California 92866 
www.chapman.edu/comm 

 
 
May 14, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 

It is my great pleasure to support Maryellen Moreau's proposal to utilize 
Mindwing Concepts philosophy and products for the New York City Board of 
Education's “Academic Intervention Services Professional Development.”   I met 
Ms. Moreau 12 years ago, and have enthusiastically selected her products and 
her educational framework for my clinical practice, my university teaching, and 
my professional presentations ever since!  She has a firm grasp on the inter-
relationship of oral and written language, and has transformed this knowledge 
into a set of very compelling teaching products.    I have used three of her 
research-based products- Story Grammar Marker, Theme-maker and Braidy. 
 

Although Stein and Glenn (1976) opined the story grammar pedagogy for 
typical learners, Moreau and others have advocated its most powerful use today 
with English Language Learners and students with disabilities.  I have used it 
extensively with preschool children and K-8 students with language/learning and 
communication disabilities.  In 2002, I introduced it to our state-wide California 
Reading First Project, and it became one of the key strategies for general 
education K-3 classrooms in many urban school systems, e.g. Fountain Valley, 
El Rancho, San Diego.  I successfully trained hundreds of educators to use the 
Story Grammar Marker, including general education teachers, social workers, 
speech language pathologists, pre-school teachers, early childhood consultants, 
educational assistants, family assistants, parent coordinators, teacher leaders, 
coaches, school and regional administrators. 

 
In the fall of 2002, I began an extensive "response to intervention" 

research project in El Rancho Unified School District in Pico Rivera, California.  
Dyads of speech language pathologists and resource teachers were taught 17 
evidence-based reading tasks modeled after the findings of the National Reading 
Panel (NRP, 2001).  One of the key tasks was to teach reading comprehension 
using Story Grammar Marker.   Fourth and fifth grade students received 45 hours 
of intensive, explicit intervention in an effort to avoid special education.  Story 
Grammar Marker was used every day as part of this one hour Tier III, general 
education intervention. The results amazed teachers, administrators and 
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investigators.  Four cycles of different groups of children received the 
intervention.  They were culturally diverse students in a moderate size urban 
school district who were reading 3 years below grade level.  Over 68% were 
English learners.  Students made an average of one year's growth in reading in 
45 hours.  A paired t-test found this statistically significant  (p = .01) all four times.  
The effect size was .60.  The original group was followed up, and only 8 of the 
123 children were in special education (6%) two years later (Moore-Brown, 
Montgomery, Bielinski & Shubin, 2005).  This quasi-experimental study was just 
published in Topics in Language Disorders, August, 2005.  Teachers in this study 
have adopted Story Grammar Marker as one of their Tier II and Tier III 
interventions in reading as a result of their successful experience using it with 
low-performing students.  
 

I have had the opportunity to hear Maryellen Moreau present many times, 
and I have had the privilege of both co-presenting and co-authoring a book with 
her.  She is an exceptional trainer and an accomplished writer.  She has a great 
passion for her work, which consistently motivates, rather than overwhelms her 
audience.  Her examples are always current and connected to her audience and 
their work. She integrates appropriate research and theory in just the right 
amounts to build the foundation for her educational strategies. 
 

Mindwing Concepts maintains a unique and enviable position in the 
educational field because Moreau and her team carefully monitor their products 
and teacher training.  In a time of increasing educational accountability and 
evidence-based practice, Moreau's work truly stands out. 
 

I continue to teach my graduate students to use the Story Grammar 
Marker technique in their classrooms, and highly recommend this comprehensive 
interdisciplinary and language development approach to other professionals 
nationwide. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to bring this fine work to your attention.  It is one of 
the most effective language and reading strategies in use today, and has met the 
criteria for research-based instruction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy K. Montgomery 
 
 
Judy K. Montgomery, Ph.D. CCC-SLP 
Professor, Special Education and Literacy 
School of Education 
Valerie Scudder Distinguished Professor 2005 
Board Recognized Child Language Specialist, ASHA 
President, Division of Communication Disorders and Deafness of CEC 
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May 12, 2005 
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
 This letter is to recommend the services and products offered through MindWing 
Concepts to other school districts. In San Diego City Schools, the second largest school district in 
California, we have found tremendous benefits from using Story Grammar Marker, Braidy and 
ThemeMaker.  We started over three years ago with the Story Grammar Marker, which is a 
program to help students develop oral language in the form of telling stories about their lives and 
from books they read.  We purchased over 300 kits and used the program in most of our 
elementary and middle schools for students who were learning English as a second language 
and for students with learning disabilities.  The structure that Story Grammar Marker provided 
assisted our students in understanding grade level text and having access to general education 
curriculum.   

Next, we ordered Braidy for all of our primary special education classes.  Braidy is a large 
puppet that assists students in story telling in the same manner as Story Grammar Marker. Braidy 
and Story Grammar Marker have demystified narrative discourse for our teachers as well as our 
students.  The assessment of children's narrative language is a tremendous skill for our teachers 
of young children to have.  What is exceptional about Braidy and Story Grammar Marker is that 
our teachers now know the next steps in supporting students language development in speaking, 
reading, and writing.   

As we continued using Story Grammar Marker and Braidy, we found our students were 
doing well with narrative text after using the program.  Students were struggling with expository 
text structures.  ThemeMaker was the answer.  Mary Ellen Moreau opened our eyes to the power 
of knowing the seven expository text structures and their use across disciplines.  The seven 
graphic organizers can be used in science, history, social studies and English classes.  By taking 
away the confusion over text structure, our teachers and students are free to  explore deeper 
themes and topics.  The scaffolding for English learners and students with special needs is critical 
to their access to grade level concepts. 

Mary Ellen has presented many times to our teachers in San Diego City Schools.  She 
has taught demonstration lessons that have literally changed practice over night.  We are grateful 
to Mary Ellen for the tremendous work she has done and thank her for sharing it in such a 
straightforward and easy-to-use manner.  Teachers learn how to assess students' oral language 
development and what to do to improve it.  The program is full of insights, but even stronger when 
Mary Ellen presents the information directly.  
  We have also found the Mindwing Concepts company very easy to work with in getting 
orders and arranging for presentations.  Sheila Moreau has assisted us in many ways from 
facilitating shipments to assisting us with writing grants to use the three products across all the 
schools in San Diego.  In San Diego, we have been diligent in training teachers from K-12 in 
narrative and expository discourse through Braidy, Story Grammar Marker and ThemeMaker and 
it is making a difference. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Debbie Faris-Cole 

S D
C S

Special Education Programs Division 
  Debra Faris-Cole, Ph. D., Program Manager 

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND MONITORING 
Phone:  (858) 573-5959       Cell  (619) 208-7072    Fax: (858) 573-5983

WIGGIN CENTER    |   4350 Mt. Everest Blvd.   SAN DIEGO, CA   92117 

SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS 
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July 14, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Teachers of Speech and Language Disabilities in Region One support their I.E.P. 
students with intervention strategies that are aligned with the work begun in the general education 
setting.  Although, the classroom teacher is responsible for the initial presentation of the 
curriculum, the Teacher of Speech and Language Disabilities is responsible for providing 
therapeutic intervention stragies that support, enhance and clarify the work initiated by the 
teacher in the classroom. Often the speech teacher identifies the same long term 
literacy/curriculum goals as the classroom teacher and matches it with short term speech and 
language objectives. The speech teachers in Region One have been instructed to “own” a special 
education class.  When there is more than one speech teacher in a school, they cannot split up 
the class.  They have to provide service for all of the students mandated in the class they own. 
This allowed them to collaborate with that teacher and utilize a team teaching model.  

The materials used by the speech teachers should be different and novel.  MindWing 
Concepts’ Braidy and Story Grammar Marker were just what I was looking for.  I compared the 
story grammar portion of both programs to the English Language Arts Exam questions.  I felt that 
these programs would assist children in comprehending fictious stories and give them the 
structure needed for recalling events, organizing their narratives and help them to answer 
questions. The story braid helped them to understand the relationship between the character and 
the initiaing event so that the character could make a plan to solve the problem.  I have seen 
children begin to retell and explain a familiar story, refer to the icons on the braid,  and then self 
correct.  By referring to the icons, they realized they had skipped critical elements of the story. 
The students are more actively engaged in discussion.  They appear to have a better idea of 
story, because of the framework and structure that is provided in this program.   

I have observed Teachers of Speech using the Braidy and Story Grammar Marker during 
Readers’ and Writer’s workshop.  The speech teachers demonstrated the use of these products 
as a whole class lesson.  Braidy was very popular with the younger elementary school classes 
and the older students learned the same story grammar elements using the more sophisticated 
story braid from the Story Grammar Marker.  Either braid helped children make the associations, 
which facilitated better comprehension of the story.  The products also serve to increase the 
students ability to communicate using more complex language structures, build vocabulary 
awareness and phonological skills through literature.   

The Teachers of Speech in Region One really love these programs and have high praise 
for the professional development sessions Mary Ellen Moreau has provided for us.   Their 
students are more confident and enthusiastic about reading and writing.   The classroom teachers 
welcome Teachers of Speech and Language into their classrooms to work collaboratively around 
literacy.  We have been using these materials in the speech rooms since mid March.  I have 
witnessed a dramatic improvement in the oral and written language skills of the speech/language 
impaired students and the English Language Learners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Regina Weiner, MA, CCC/SLP, Pd/SDA 
Supervisor of Speech, Region One 

 

 
One Fordham Plaza   Bronx, NY 10458   (718) 741-7030   Fax (718) 584-5502   E-Mail izardoy@nycboe.net   regionone.us 

 

Regina Weiner 
Supervisor of Speech 

(718) 741-2795 
rweiner2@nycboe.net 

 

 IRMA ZARDOYA 
Regional Superintendent 

RAY ROSEMBERG 
Deputy Superintendent 
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  Department of Special Services 
FAIRFAX COUNTY  Belle Willard Administrative Center 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 10310 Layton Hall Drive 

 Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
 
 
May 24, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am pleased to write this letter of recognition for Maryellen Moreau, president of MindWing 
Concepts, Inc.  Several years ago, I had the opportunity to hear Maryellen present at a 
professional conference and later to purchase her Story Grammar Marker and associated 
materials.  I shared these materials with several colleagues who were quite impressed with this 
multi-sensory approach and who began implementing the concepts and materials into their 
therapy programs.  
 
A major focus of the Fairfax County Public Schools Speech and Language Program has been to 
help the entire school community, general and special education teachers, para-educators, and 
parents, as well as speech and language pathologists to focus instruction using “best practices” in 
the field. High stakes’ testing and the No Child Left Behind legislation has prompted our schools 
to look carefully at students’ reading skills. Research over the past 20 years has shown the 
important link between language development and literacy.  A multi-faceted approach has been 
started to address both special and general education students’ needs.  One of the important 
components of this effort has been to focus on language comprehension strategies.  The 
overwhelming success of the initial use of the Story Grammar Marker materials led me to offer a 
two-day workshop for 50 speech and language pathologists along with 50 teaching partners this 
past fall.  The two-day workshop included a two-hour evening seminar for parents.  At this time 
Maryellen shared the language-literacy link research with parents and demonstrated how parents 
could help their children to develop their language and literacy skills.  
 
I feel that the parent workshop was one of the major highlights of the presentation.  The parents 
who came were seeking information and ‘hands-on” knowledge that they could use of a daily 
basis.  Maryellen easily translated her vast understanding of the field to a terminology that was 
well received by the parents. During the workshop Maryellen interacted with the parents and 
conducted meaningful dialogue in which Maryellen spoke with conviction and compassion.  She 
tailored her answers and matched her perspective to that of the parents.  The parents left the 
presentation with a greater appreciation of the language-literacy link and several practical 
activities that they could use with their children. It was a pleasure for Maryellen to meet with the 
parents.  Parents are important team members in education.  
 
I plan to have a follow-up workshop on the use of products developed by Maryellen Moreau.  She 
clearly demonstrates the essential elements of the carryover of therapy by emphasizing the use of 
shared materials, implemented across various environments, incorporated by multi-serviced 
providers.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barbara Fee, M.Ed., CCC-SLP 
Communication Disorders Program Specialist 
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The Mission of the Ludlow Public Schools is to provide a quality education for 
every student by working in partnership with parents and community to assist each student in 
realizing his/her full potential. 
 
Theresa M. Kane, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools         
413-583-8372 
Fax 413-583-5666        
tkane28@crocker.com                                                                                                      
 
  
May 12, 2005 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with pleasure that I write this recommendation for Mary Ellen Moreau. Ms. 
Moreau has served as a consultant in our school district for over twenty years. 
During the past two years she has shared her expertise on oral language 
development and literacy. Her carefully crafted presentations gave a wealth of 
information in a readily digestible format. Teachers were clearly instructed on 
narrative development and its impact on literacy skills. They were thrilled 
with Braidy the StoryBraid and the Story Grammar Marker. The quality of the 
products and their usefulness in the classroom were evident. In addition, 
demonstration lessons provided by Ms. Moreau were especially helpful to the 
teachers. 
 
Overall, Ms. Moreau is the consummate professional. Her blend of expertise, 
strong work ethic, people skills, and dependability make her an asset to any 
district utilizing her services. Her company, MindWing, is equally user 
friendly. Their timely responses to inquiries and purchase orders are 
reflective of their efficiency. 
 
It is without reservation that I give this recommendation for Mary Ellen 
Moreau, MindWing, and their products. If I can be of further assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
                                    Sincerely, 
 
 
                                    Theresa M. Kane   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ludlow Public Schools 
 

Office of the Superintendent 
 

63 Chestnut Street, Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056 
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A   M   E   R   I   C   A   N 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C    O    L    L    E    G    E 

 
Curtis Blake Center 

1000 State Street 
Springfield, MA  01109 

 
 
May 23, 2005 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to recommend Maryellen Rooney Moreau, CCC/SLP, who worked with 
American International College for over twenty years as a Professor of Education, 
Diagnostician at the Curtis Blake Child Development Center and Director of the 
Curriculum at the Curtis Blake Day School for students with dyslexia and other language 
disabilities.  Both the Center and the Day School are operated under the auspices of the 
College. 
 
Maryellen has distinguished herself in the area of language development and disorders.   
For twenty six years she taught courses in language development geared for specific 
populations of teachers: special education, early childhood and elementary education 
majors at various stages in their graduate and undergraduate programs of study. 
 
Additionally, beginning over twenty years ago, she took an active collaborative role on 
the Curtis Blake Center’s diagnostic team providing in depth insight into the oral 
language base of reading and writing problems.  She was and is an exceptional 
communicator with professionals and parents alike, able to explain as well as report 
results of testing so that instruction and intervention can be tailored for the child in need.  
While at the Curtis Blake Center, she provided professional development workshops to 
area public schools in the areas of phonological awareness, language development and 
listening/reading comprehension.  Her focus in the area of comprehension and writing is 
the ability of students to orally communicate their messages without extensive 
questioning and scaffolding by their teachers/parents. 
 
While at the Curtis Blake Day School, Maryellen collaborated with teachers 
implementing research-based interventions on a day to day basis.  Charged with 
communication of the latest research in the area of cognitive development, reading and 
language development, she provided extensive ongoing professional development for the 
teachers, all of them certified reading specialists. 
 
In 1994, she created the Story Grammar Marker, a visual, tactile and kinesthetic tool used 
by teachers and children to foster narrative development for telling, retelling and writing 
stories.  This was followed by the ThemeMaker, a similar research based framework and 
tool for expository text.  Braidy, the StoryBraid, for early childhood classrooms followed 
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in 2003 as a tool for oral language development.  All of these tools are grounded in 
language development, reading and cognitive development research.  Maryellen patented 
the tools, formed her own company to market them and now provides professional 
development workshops for schools and educational organizations nationally on 
discourse level oral language development and its impact on academic and social success 
of students.  Her framework and tools are now used in over 7000 classrooms throughout 
the United States.  In fact, Haskins Laboratory at Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut has initiated a yearlong Office of Education sponsored study using Braidy 
the StoryBraid for comprehension development and to extend first grade students’ 
abilities to narrate personal stories as well as those told or retold from listening to a book 
read to them.  
 
The Curtis Blake Day School of American International College has used the Story 
Grammar Marker and ThemeMaker framework and tools extensively since their creation.  
As a result, our students, despite their severe disabilities in written language skills, have 
almost always achieved  proficient scores on the Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System tests.  Their performance, and the use of the tools across the 
curriculum, has been formally commended by the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. 
 
I do not hesitate to give Maryellen an unqualified recommendation and would be more 
than happy to provide whatever additional information you may need. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul M. Quinlan, Ph.D. 
Director 
The Curtis Blake Center 
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Carolyn K. West, Ph.D. 
29 College Street 

The Village Commons 
South Hadley, MA  01075 

(413) 532-0083 
 

May 23, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 I am writing to recommend Maryellen Moreau as a trainer for the New York City Public Schools.  
I have known Maryellen for some twenty years and have worked closely with her in areas including 
diagnostics, program planning at individual student and curricular levels, and teacher training including 
workshop facilitation and graduate level coursework.  A common thread in each of these situations and , 
indeed, in all of our professional associations, has been Maryellen’s quest to know the most current 
research findings and the most practical workings of the classroom, and to integrate these in the service of 
teachers and children. 
 
 I first met Maryellen in a decade when multiple specialists evaluating or treating a child each 
worked from a unique and carefully guarded perspective and before collaboration had become a familiar 
word or concept.  Although we did not have a roadmap then for the terrain we were entering, Maryellen 
ushered our diagnostic team into a conceptual space where we considered the child as a whole and sought 
overlapping areas of professional understanding.  What eventually emerged was an integrated view- a way 
of looking at children and their academic and social progress along a continuum from the earliest onset of 
oral language to the literate language of complex prose, from the mediated babblings of infant/parent 
exchanges to the sophisticated and nuanced pragmatics of various social groupings.  This was revolutionary 
at the time and although much of what she initiated has become increasingly mainstream, Maryellen’s 
efforts to search out and analyze and implement and refine remain consistently ahead of current, 
remarkably creative and refreshingly practical. 
 
 However, as I am sure you are aware, information and ideas have value only in keeping with the 
way in which they are communicated, and in my experience Maryellen’s finest gift may be her ability to 
share her expertise in a manner that combines clarity and organization with humility, respect, and openness.  
Her approach is guided by her strong belief in collaboration and so whether classroom teacher, specialist, 
parent, or child, Maryellen is able to engender trust and elicit participation.  For many years my work with 
Maryellen would take us into meetings with skeptical and embattled school personnel and intensely 
concerned parents; and I was consistently buoyed by the professional comfort and confidence that her 
presence inspired in me.  It was not that the outcome of any meeting needed to be one way or another, but 
that Maryellen’s wisdom and her calming, relational way of being allowed all participants to approach 
difficult material from a sensible and sensitive perspective.  In short, Maryellen by her very nature, brings 
out the best in people of all ages and positions. 
 
 I have seen Maryellen engage individuals, groups of children, parents, and large audiences.  In 
each situation, Maryellen’s sincerity, her ability to sense the needs of a group, her visionary thinking, and 
her flexible style elicit a cohesion, a dropping of agendas and defenses, and an energy and hopefulness that 
extend beyond the parameters of the material she is presenting.  She is a gifted professional and presenter 
and a warm and lovely human being.  I have no doubt that she will offer to your school communities 
exciting and useful material in the context of a caring, approachable, and inclusive style. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Carolyn West, Ph.D., NCSP 
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July 18, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My personal and professional contact with Maryellen Moreau, founder of MindWing Concepts, 
dates back to the mid-1980s when she began developing and field testing the Story Grammar 
Marker, an innovative oral language and literacy tool based on findings drawn from 
developmental literature and research related to students with language and learning difficulties, 
specifically oral narrative development, some of which I directed at the University of Connecticut 
and published in the late 1980s. 
 
Professional Expertise  
 
Since 2000, I have been a consultant for SERC, the professional development branch of the 
Connecticut State Department of Education.  It has been my pleasure to contract with Maryellen 
and MindWing to provide training and technical assistance for numerous professional 
development activities between 2000 and 2005.  These have included numerous statewide 
presentations to large audiences of up to 90 professionals representing urban, suburban, and 
rural school districts.  Participants have included early childhood educators, classroom teachers 
instructing children in Kindergarten through grade 3, special education teachers, speech-
language pathologists, literacy consultants and coaches, Language Arts Coordinators, teachers 
of English Language Learners, and administrators.  As a follow-up to the training, Maryellen has 
also provided additional technical assistance to selected teams to ensure job-embedded 
application of learning. 
 
All professional development trainings and technical assistance provided by Maryellen Moreau 
were excellent.  Participant feedback was consistently positive and learner objectives were 
always met.  Maryellen has always graciously offered follow-up to participants via email 
conversations.  This has been appreciated and invaluable to professionals in their application of 
learning. 
 
Story Grammar Marker and Braidy, The StoryBraid (Assessment & Intervention) 
 
The products developed by MindWing are exceptional. They are tangible tools that provide visual 
and kinesthetic support for student learning and are both child and teacher friendly.  They can be 
used in a variety of teaching venues, and are ideal tools to use when instruction has been 
differentiated within flexible classroom groupings to account for diverse learning styles, strengths, 
and individual student needs.  They are specifically designed to facilitate children’s oral language 
development by scaffolding their language from basic to more complex structures, ranging from 
sentences to oral narratives, the cornerstone of literacy acquisition.  Subsequently, as they are 
directly linked to general education curricular standards, these tools are valuable in transitioning 
students from oral language to increasingly more complex written language output.   
 
The Story Grammar Marker and Braidy, The StoryBraid can be used for teacher assessment of 
oral language and narrative development as well as for intervention.  They are particularly well 
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suited for strengthening narrative comprehension and expression within a general education 
“early intervening” Response to Intervention (RTI) approach.  Teachers and their collaborating 
colleagues (e.g., special educators, speech-language pathologists, etc.) can use these tools to 
provide explicit, systematic instruction in foundational oral language skills to either small or large 
groups of students.  They are appropriate for English Language Learners, children who 
experience an achievement gap because of either a delay in speech-language acquisition or 
reduced exposure to oral language sufficient enough to meet the demands of academic language 
in school.  As such, they are extremely useful in preventing inappropriate referrals to special 
education and reducing disproportionate identification of disabilities in minority students or 
English Language Learners. 
 
SERC was proud to introduce Braidy, The StoryBraid to Connecticut’s early childhood 
community.  This scientifically-based tool, as well as the Story Grammar Marker, in my opinion, 
as both a researcher of oral language/narrative development and a professional working with 
children with language/learning differences and disabilities for the past 30 years, is extremely well 
suited to address language and learning gaps that frequently begin in the very early years of child 
development and persist and widen as students progress through school if early intervening 
approaches are insufficient. 
 
In summary, Maryellen Moreau is a consummate professional who has developed exceptional 
tools and accompanying professional development that promote learning throughout the early 
grades.  She, her staff, and her products  come with my highest recommendation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Donna D. Merritt 
 
Donna D. Merritt, Ph.D., CCC 
 
Merritt, D. D., & Culatta, B. (1998).  Language Intervention in the Classroom.  San Diego, CA: 
Singular Publishing Group. 
Merritt, D. D., & Liles, B. Z. (1989).  Narrative analysis: Clinical applications of story generation 
and story retelling.  Journal of Speech and Hearing Disorders, 54, 438-477. 
Merritt, D. D., & Liles, B. Z. (1987).  Story grammar ability in children with and without language 
disorder: Story generation, story retelling and story comprehension.  Journal of Speech and 
Hearing Research, 30, 539-552. 
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Diann Cohen, 
Director of Reading 

Springfield Public Schools 
P.O. Box 1410, 195 State Street 

Springfield, MA  01102-1410 
(413) 787-6594 

 
 

                                                                                                                 June 3, 2005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As the Director of Reading for the Springfield Public Schools I can attest to the integrity of the program 
designed by MindWing Concepts.  Springfield is a large urban district with a diverse population including a 
majority of students of color and second language learners.  In planning our district professional 
development for our teachers we need programs rich in oral language development.  
 
Maryellen Moreau began working with us over 10 years ago, first by providing professional development 
in language acquisition theory and phonemic awareness, and then as her concept became a major initiative, 
Springfield adopted the SGM model for retellings for communication of text response.  The Massachusetts 
state test, based on the standards, includes open response and long composition responses and this model 
has served as a scaffold for students to organize their thoughts, communicate understanding of text orally 
and then in writing.   
 
In addition to the regular professional development for elementary teachers K-5, Ms. Moreau worked with 
SPED teachers and ESL teachers in after school workshops.  I had the opportunity to design a customized 
after school program with Ms. Moreau using MindWing’s tools as the intervention, which produced 
significant gains as evidenced by the students’ QRI-III scores. 
 
One of our magnet schools provided intensive training in SGM and Braidy techniques as the intervention 
for teachers as a school based initiative.  During learning walks at this school one would see students buddy 
reading and using the manipulative for the retelling even in the first grade.  Due to the results at this school 
we included SGM models in our Reading First grant proposal. 
 
Ms. Moreau is reliable and works in the district in highly professional manner.  Teacher evaluations show 
that Ms. Moreau is also a talented presenter and teachers continue to rate her sessions as pragmatic and 
informational. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diann Cohen 
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June 3, 2005 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
I would like to provide testimony on behalf of MindWing Concepts.  
 
Perhaps it would be best to start with a little background. When I graduated with my Master’s 
Degree in 1975, and joined the Boise Public Schools as a Communication Disorders Specialist, 
my job description did not include working as a team member to promote literacy. However, by 
the end of the last decade, I was avidly searching for evidence-based methodology which would 
allow me to collaborate with my regular education partners in this critical arena of academic 
performance. It was my good fortune to discover Maryellen Rooney Moreau and her Story 
Grammar Marker approach in 1999.  
 
At my own expense, I attended a two-day continuing education course that Maryellen offered in 
Seattle that fall. Thus began an extremely fruitful relationship with this brilliant woman. Over the 
years, we have kept in touch through phone calls and email, comparing notes re: the best ways to 
meet the needs of language-impaired students who were clearly at risk for school (and life) 
failure because they struggled to read and write competently.  
 
Last summer, to further enhance my skills (and again, at my own expense), I traveled to the 
company headquarters in Springfield, MA, for another two-day inservice training program. 
There, Maryellen offered advanced instruction in how to facilitate the oral narration, written 
narration and expository writing skills of children and youth. The trip was very rewarding 
professionally. It gave me the opportunity to discuss the challenges I now face as a Clinical 
Assistant Professor with Idaho State University.  
 
My task at present is to teach graduate students to design individualized literacy programs for the 
school-aged clients they serve here in our Clinic at ISU-Boise. This preparation at the pre-service 
level is critically important for successful professional practice after graduation, in any 
employment setting. I know this is true because I’m also called upon to act as a resource for 
colleagues currently working in the field. Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) are eager to find 
more effective ways to contribute to the academic success of the school-aged clients they serve. 
This is especially the case if they are school-based practitioners. I was reminded of this fact by a 
conversation I had recently with the Executive Director of the Idaho Association of School 
Administrators (employers of SLPs). He said to me, “It’s not enough for ISU graduates to simply 
earn a Master’s Degree. Their professional skills need to align with the demands that will be 
placed upon them in school-based settings.”  
But lest I digress, it’s back to the chronology for another moment. This past spring (March, 
2005), at my request, Maryellen’s daughter, Sheila, brought the MindWing Program to a tri-state 
conference in Ogden sponsored by the speech-language-hearing associations of Idaho, Wyoming 
and Utah. As one of the presenters, I wanted participants in my 90 minute workshop to have 
immediate access to the commercial materials that I have found to be so beneficial to my own 
clients. Sheila’s booth in the Exhibit Hall served that purpose beautifully. She did an excellent 
job of explaining her many wares. 
 
Right now, I’m very gratified that the Idaho Speech, Language, Hearing Association has acted on 
my enthusiastic endorsement, and invited Maryellen Rooney Moreau to present at our statewide 
conference in Boise next Spring (2006) as a keynote speaker. Sheila will accompany her mother 
and handle the Exhibit Hall responsibilities, as usual. Fellow faculty members and the graduate 
students who are familiar with this unique literacy program are as excited as I am about this 
prospect. By 2010, all schools in the state of Idaho will use the Results Based Model (RBM), so 
learning about Responsiveness-to-Intervention RTI) techniques now is a very smart thing to do. 
That’s why we can’t wait for the Moreau women to arrive!  
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Given this description of the nature of my relationship with the author of MindWing Concepts, let me 
describe to you my first-hand experience with this remarkable program. 
 
As a direct service-provider, I have used these materials myself, at the elementary level, on a 1:1, small 
group and whole-class basis. I chose this approach because it’s designed to help children master: reading 
comprehension, critical thinking, oral and written expression, listening comprehension, problem-solving, 
pragmatic skills and conflict resolution. Those are all certainly the Hot Topics in education today, for both 
typical and atypical learners!  
 
I also like the fact that this is an incredibly flexible approach which can be wedded perfectly with the 
school district’s curriculum and the state’s standards. I discovered this when collaborating with the 4th 
Grade teacher at my elementary school one year to prepare all 50 students enrolled in two classrooms for 
the Idaho State Direct Writing Assessment (DWA). Our school was a special site for English Language 
Learners (ELL). With a low SES population, 75% of our children (K-6) qualified for free or reduced lunch. 
We were a Title I school, so literacy, in general, was an issue. Seven 4th graders had Individual Education 
Plans---5 of them with explicit written language goals. Students in the group had been diagnosed with 
Cognitive Impairments, Language-based Learning Disabilities, ADHD and Emotional Disturbance. To say 
the least, we had a group of diverse, challenged and challenging students on hand! 
 
Here’s how we set up this experiment: my teaching colleague ability-grouped the children (i.e., more 
involved students in the morning Language Arts section, more typical learners in the afternoon). Rather 
than “pulling-out” the students on my caseload for small group literacy instruction as I’d done the year 
before, I “pushed-in” to the regular classroom. I co-taught all 50 students with her for 30 minutes (twice a 
week in the 
morning and twice a week in the afternoon). We did this for an entire school year (1999-2000), combining 
our talents as a Dynamic Duo!  
 
Not only did this group of historically low-performing students perform much better than predicted on the 
DWA, the classroom teacher was so impressed with the positive outcomes for her students overall, that she 
took this data to the building principal. The teacher explained that, in her opinion, the Six Traits Model for 
teaching written expression (in widespread use here in the Pacific Northwest) was not sufficiently robust 
for the majority of her non-handicapped students to grasp the concepts she was trying to teach. Adding a 
teaching partner (me) and the MindWing program materials to the normal instruction she’d offered in the 
past allowed these fifty 4th Grade students to make stronger gains than they would have otherwise. In my 
mind, there was a simple explanation: Maryellen’s approach incorporates unique multi-sensory tools that 
provide needed structure to help children grasp verbally abstract concepts such as Initiating Event, Internal 
Response, Direct Consequence and Resolution---all elements of narrative grammar. Even the kids 
themselves commented on the difference in the two programs! 
 
My teaching partner presented such a compelling case to our principal  that she was granted regular 
education funds to purchase her own MindWing manual/instructional materials in the spring when money 
is hard to find. The next Fall, this wonderful classroom teacher began to share the MindWing approach 
with her 4th Grade colleague. Needless to say, I was thrilled by these developments! 
 
During this past school year (2004-2005), I have acted as a mentor for a school-based SLP who was 
referred to me last September. This talented, veteran individual expressed concern that she didn’t have a 
clear contribution to make as an SLP on her elementary team to help address the literacy expectations of 
the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). We spent an afternoon together discussing MindWing. She took 
materials of mine on loan and began to experiment with them. She was so encouraged by the results of her 
initial efforts that she made a proposal for financial support (of this research-based approach) at a monthly 
Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO).  
 
My colleague was thrilled that she received unanimous approval of her request. But, she was even happier 
to report that two First Grade teachers stopped her after the meeting to ask when she could sit down with 
them and plan for collaborative implementation in their classrooms! She said that expression of this type of 
interest on the part of regular educators had never happened in her experience before. This SLP and I plan 
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to get together this summer for discussion of her past efforts---and future plans to expand the use 
MindWing materials in her practice! I’m looking forward to that opportunity. 
 
Well, there simply isn’t time to include any more of the many additional anecdotes I have in my MindWing 
file. Suffice to say, I would not hesitate to recommend this program to anyone! Should you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me (208-685-6760). 
 
Gwynne McElhinney, M.S., CCC-SLP, Clinical Assistant Professor, ISU-Boise 
 
 
 


