
This is a lesson given to us by Lois Grigley,

an Instructional Leadership Specialist in

Special Education in the Springfield Public

Schools (MA). She has used MindWing’s

methodology for years and we are so glad

she shared this wonderful lesson with us!

Stellaluna is a Stage 7 on the Braidy™or SGM® Language/Literacy Cards – an Interactive Episode.

There are actually at least three episodes in Stellaluna (see the following page for the analysis of

all 3 episodes). This is a rather complex story. The tops of every page of the book show the

“perspective” of Stellaluna’s Mother’s search for Stellaluna. We like to use Braidy™ and SGM® for

perspective-taking (there is a perspective-taking map in the SGM® manual).

Often during our workshops across the country, there are many questions regarding how to break

a complex story down to the level of language development of the group with whom you are

working. Many times educators try to use Braidy™ to teach “Complete Episodes” of a story even

though the children may be in Kindergarten, for example, and be at an “Action Sequence” level of

language development (Stage 2 on the Card.)

Lois does an EXCELLENT job of taking a high-level narrative and breaking it down to an Action

Sequence to teach her students. We are so grateful to her for sharing her expertise!

Stellaluna, a bat

Who lived in a warm, sultry forest far, far away and flew at night with her mother in search of food

Stellaluna’s mother gets chased by an owl

Stellaluna falls through the air and lands in a birds’ nest

She acted like the birds in order to survive (ate insects, slept “head up,” stayed awake during the day)

She learned to fly

Stellaluna met another bat(s)

She was reunited with her mother

Stellaluna shows birds how to be a bat

She rescues the birds

Stellaluna and the birds are still friends even though they are different

Stellaluna as an Action Sequence

Please note that these “actions” correspond

with the illustrations in the book; which can be

used with the Clothesline Activity described

within the lesson on the following pages.

See the next page for an analysis of Stellaluna

as in interactive episode. The clothesline

activity can be done with this as well.

A note from MindWing…



Stellaluna

Was flying with her bird friends far away in the forest and stopped to rest when she got tired

Suddenly she was awakened by a another bat and she realized (thinking verb) that she was a bat and she was reunited with

her mother

She was confused, but happy to finally be with bats who were like her

She wanted to learn (from her mother) how to live like a bat

First, she flew at night

Then, she realized she could see at night

Finally, she ate mangos

As a result, Stellaluna lived as a bat

Stellaluna was satisfied, glad to be with her mother and to “fit in” with her bat friends

Stellaluna

Was in the forest introducing her bird friends her bat friends and showing them how to fly at night

Suddenly she saw that the birds couldn’t see where they were going and were plunging to the ground

She was worried and scared for her bird friends

She wanted them to be safe

First, she swooped and grabbed them in the air

Next, she lifted them to a tree

Finally, she hung from a limb above the birds

As a result, the birds were safe

Stellaluna was relieved that she was able to rescue her friends. She learned that bats and birds can be very different and very

much alike  The moral of the story is that friends can be very different  but still be friends

Stellaluna, a bat

Who lived in a warm, sultry forest far, far away at night searching for food with her mother

Suddenly, an owl knocked Stellaluna into the air (she could not fly yet) and she fell into a birds’ nest

She was afraid.

She planned to act like a bird because she wanted to survive

First, she ate insects

Next, she slept at night and stayed awake during the day

Then, she slept “head up” in the nest

Finally, she learned to fly and tried to land on branches

As a result, she fit in with the birds and survived

Stellaluna was content but also still curious about her different talents and habits and she still wanted to find her mother.

Episode 1

Episode 2

Episode 3
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