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We will demonstrate and model 6 high impact, concrete ways to use Braidy® the 
StoryBraid® at home, in telepractice, and at school. The areas we will target are how to:

• Interact socially (converse) with and play with children,

• help children be more independent in solving 
problems or resolving conflicts at home,

• maintain routines and sequences of events, 
and carry out plans

• talk about and learn new information 
(expository discourse),

• identify feelings and emotions (pragmatics),

• develop narrative discourse skills for reading and 
writing of stories through listening comprehension 
& expression of a picture book
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ü Circle Times (attendance, day of the week, weather, season)
• Felt board activities
• Selected Book reading

ü Choice times

ü Centers
• Art
• Blocks
• Lego
• Kitchen

ü Routines
• Morning Routine 
• Bathroom
• Hand washing/tooth brushing

ü Outdoor Play 

ü Problem Solving/Conflict Resolution (Social Communication)

• Trucks
• Music
• Dress up
• Doll house 
• Puppets

• Sensory (sand, water, play dough)
• Library corner/chair
• Listening
• Reading and Writing 

• Show and tell 
• Personal story

• Standing in Line
• Lunch
• Nap time/Rest time
• Put away time

Oral Language Development Opportunities:
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Why doesn’t Braidy® have a 
torso?
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Each strand of the braid, which forms the backbone of 
Braidy®, represents one of the Strands of Language that 
can each be integrated within lessons using Braidy®. 

Pragmatics
Phonology
Semantics
Syntax & Morphology
Discourse
Metalinguistics

THE STRANDS OF ORAL LANGUAGE
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CCSS

COLLEGE AND CAREER

Building Blocks of Oral Language
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Without “discourse” there is no efficient connection between 
language development and literacy.

CCSS

COLLEGE AND CAREER
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We help children develop literate 
oral language by assisting them 
in progressing along the oral 
literate continuum (discourse).

CONVERSATION             NARRATION                  EXPOSITION

The Oral-Literate Continuum

The “Here and Now”………………………………….The “There and Then”
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A narrative is a story. It involves the telling 
or re-telling of events and experiences orally 
and in writing. A story can be true or 
fictitious and takes into 
account one or more 
points of view.

Narrative Defined…
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“We dream, remember, anticipate, 
hope, despair, love, hate, believe, 
doubt, plan, construct, gossip and 
learn in narrative.”

Westby, C. (1985, 1991). Learning to talk, talking to learn:
Oral-literate language differences. In C. Simon (Ed.),
Communication skills and classroom success.
Eau Claire, WI: Thinking Publications, Inc.
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Who is the 
Braidy the 
StoryBraid®?

A hands on, multisensory 
tool that has colorful, 
meaningful icons that 

represent the 
organizational structure 

of a narrative (story). 

The tool itself is a 
complete episode, the 

basic unit of a plot.

Character

Setting 

Kick-off 

Feeling

Plan

Planned Attempts (Actions)

Direct Consequence

Resolution
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Adult/Child Interaction 
Building a Conversation with 

Narrative Development 
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Storytelling is a social activity.  
Young children rely on their 
caregivers to structure a coherent 
story with them via conversation.  

Gabas, C. et al (2017).  Using experience books to foster the narrative 
skills of English learners.  ASHA Perspectives2.SIG 16.61
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Me and 
Mommy’s 
Trip to 
the Mall
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And 
so
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The 
Personal 
Narrative
Personal narratives expand children’s 
conversational abilities since they are the 
basis for exchange of information between 
and among children.
©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 
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• The types of personal narratives are: 

• Recounts (prompt from adults who also experienced the 
event (“tell daddy about…”)

• Accounts (no outside prompt, but tells story about 
something that happened in the past)

• These differ from conversation where there is constant give 
and take between the listener and the speaker

• Personal Narratives occur at home, at school, and in the 
neighborhood and, as such, they are the foundation of 
classroom talk surrounding a book (both academic AND social)

Westby, C and Cullatta, B (2016) Telling tales: personal event narratives and life stories. 
Language, Speech and Hearing Services in Schools. ASHA.
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• Children’s sense of self and early narratives emerge as 
they engage with their care takers in reminiscing about 
shared experiences. Episodic memories are specific 
memories that are tied to a specific place and time; what, 
when and where. (ex. A trip to Disney World). 

• Children exhibit better personal narratives when their 
care takers are highly elaborative and offer the child 
support in conversation rather than trying to take over the 
conversation. (ex Open ended questions, embellishments 
of vocabulary, WH questions, and encouragement of the 
child to continue talking.)©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 
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The quality of preschool 
personal narrative predicts 
aspects of adolescent 
writing. Children who 
recount past experiences 
with more accuracy and 
details told more complex 
fictional stories as they 
grew older.
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Beginning Middle  End  
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Roadmap Analogy for the 
Narrative Developmental Sequence

Journey Toward Deep Discourse
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In preschool between the ages of 3-4 and 
4-5 there is a rapid development of:
• Executive functions (inhibition and 

working memory)
• Language development (narrative)
• Cognitive flexibility (perspective taking 

and theory of mind)
• Play (from isolated actions to 

cooperative play)
©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 
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Play
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Symbolic Play is a great area to foster conversation and 
narrative skills.
Westby (2000) in her Developmental Play Scales cites four areas of focus:

• Props, Themes, Complexity of play sequence, Role playing and 
complexity of character actions.

• Build play from one or two actions to action sequences  (baking a cake), 
to goal directed play, where there is multiple role playing (costumes 
etc…)

“Develop conversational discourse and story-telling skills throughout pretend 
play activities through narrating play actions and utilizing dialogue and role 
playing.  We often act out familiar stories and use visual organizers such as 
Story Grammar Marker ® to help children recount the story to parents or 
teachers at the end of the session.”

Howland, K. (2018).  Developing executive control skills in preschool children with language impairment.  Asha-wire.  Boston University.©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 
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Expository
Discourse

(Learning Information) 
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Routines
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A SCHEDULE IS THE BIG PICTURE:  Clean up the classroom
ROUTINES ARE small steps TO CARRY OUT THE SCHEDULE:  
groups/individual; inclass/gym/outside etc….:  
• Repeating the Steps to a routine makes it predictable… 

Children KNOW WHAT TO DO: CONFIDENT   
• This becomes the Hidden Curriculum: (Philip Jackson, 1968: 

Life in Classrooms….how to live in a crowd of other 
students…..take perspectives of self and others.

• Transitions are breaks between routines:  Sing…”It’s put 
away time” ©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 
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Identifying 
Feelings and Emotions 

(pragmatics)
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UNIVERSAL

From It’s All About the Story, 
MindWing Concepts, Inc. 
Moreau

©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 

37



©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 20

©2020 MindWing Concepts, Inc. MOREAU 

From It’s All About the Story, 
MindWing Concepts, Inc. 
Moreau
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https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/april-9-2020-amid-the-covid19-
pandemic?_pos=2&_sid=27766d256&_ss=r
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FREE 
LESSON!
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Braidy® as a Tool for 
Problem Solving
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Narrative Discourse
Listening Comprehension 

and Expression
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Our Goal: 
Empower students with visual, tactile 
metacognitive tools enabling them to 
think through and self scaffold the 
meaning of stories and independently 
express the story orally and ultimately 
in the written mode for a variety of 
academic and social purposes.
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•Make connections to the plot of the story and personal 
experiences children may have to offer related to the plot.  

• Use Braidy to encourage retell of the book (or section)

• Ask for personal experiences related to the story (past happenings)

• Prompt with Braidy icons to help retell the story.

• Act out a series of actions, feelings, kick-offs etc….  Pretend you 
are…..What would you do?  How would you feel? Etc…

Braidy® is vital to all aspects of diaglogic readings.
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https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/96291009-kindergarten-and-
first-grade-setting-bear-feels-scared?_pos=2&_sid=4683c2686&_ss=r

FREE 
LESSON!
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ALL Braidy® 
Materials 
will be on 
Sale until 
Tuesday 
May 26th at 
midnight!

www.mindwingconcepts.com/collections/braidy-the-storybraid
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99¢
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How to reach Maryellen:
Call her (toll free): 888.228.9746  

Email her: mrmoreau@mindwingconcepts.com
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Connect with us! 
https://www.facebook.com/mindwingconcepts/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/

@mindwingconcept

@storygrammarmarker

https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos

EMAIL list: http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact
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