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Targeting 27 Language Goals 

with The Paper Bag Princess

& Narrative Development

ASHA 2018 BOSTON

Session #1733

Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP

President and Founder of MindWing Concepts, Inc. 

At the end of the presentation, we will share a link to 

download the Powerpoint Slides and handouts.

Feel free to take photos of slides EXCEPT for those 

slide containing images of picture books.

If you have any further questions, please come to see us 

at Booth # 648 in the Exhibit Hall.
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Disclosure

Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP, 
President & Founder, MindWing Concepts, Inc., Springfield, MA

– Financial: Maryellen has ownership interest in MindWing

Concepts, holds intellectual property rights and patents. 

Maryellen is employed as president of MindWing Concepts. 

In that capacity, she writes books, creates materials, 

consults, trains and presents.

– Nonfinancial: No relevant nonfinancial relationships exist. 

“Language is a pervasive part of each life, and 
SLPs can serve as the glue that unites the child 
with his or her environment.”

-Dr. Judy K. Montgomery

Pragmatics

Phonology

Semantics

Syntax & Morphology

Discourse

Metalinguistics

Strands of Language
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1969 1970 1975 2003 Present TODAY

UMASS & 
PENN STATE

Language 
Disabilities 

Clinician in the 
Hartford (CT) 
Public Schools 

Then Assistant 
Principal

Coordinator of 
Intervention Curriculum 

and Professional 
Development at the 

Curtis Blake Day School 

and

Diagnostician at the 
Curtis Blake Child 

Development Center

Founded 
MindWing

Concepts, Inc.

1982 1991 1994

Assistant 
Professor at 

American 
International 

College 
(Courses for State 
Certification for 

Teachers and 
Special Educators)

Created & 
Patented the 

Story Grammar 
Marker® 

Approach to 
Discourse 

Development 

“Narrative Summit”

Pico Rivera, CA

Coordinated my 
Judy K Montgomery & 

Barbara Moore

First use of The Paper Bag 
Princess as Readers’ Theater 
(Ron Gillam/Elizabeth Peña 
read the parts of “Princess” 

Elizabeth and “Prince” 
Ronald and Barbara Moore 

read the Dragon) 

Continue to 
Provide 

professional 
development 

workshops and 
webinars and 

develop 
instructional 

materials rooted 
in Discourse

(always using PBP!!)

Presenting at 
ASHA Boston 
with Readers’ 
Theater of the 

PBP

Our profession has evolved from few language 

measures and materials in the late 1960s…

Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test
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….To a myriad of measures and 

materials (just look at our Exhibit 

Hall!!) addressing: many areas: pragmatics, 
semantics, syntax/morphology, conversation, 
narrative, expository discourses, processing 
limitations such as working memory, attention 
such as executive functioning as well as all the 
modalities or uses of language; reading, writing, 
thinking, gesturing, speaking and listening.

“More often than not, the question of what to work on 
can be truly daunting, even for experienced clinicians.  
Often there are several language components:

• phonology, 
• semantics, 
• syntax, 
• pragmatics AND
• modalities (speaking, listening, reading writing)

…that need to be addressed.”

Scott, C. (2014).  One size does not fit all: Improving clinical practice in older children and 
adolescents with language and learning disorders. LSHSS. 45
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In general education, 
The Common Core 
and Technology have 
presented us with 
measures of Text 
Complexity and the 
concept of Close 
Reading.

What is Text Complexity?

• is a thorough examination of the text

– its readability, (lexiles) 

– its levels of meaning, vocabulary, sentence structure, 

text structure as well as 

– the difficulty the text poses for the student tasked with 

reading, discussing and writing about the disciplinary 

(science, history, literature) content.

• impacts the “instructional and assessment decisions 

educators make for students.” (Fisher, Frey & Lapp, 

2016)
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What is CLOSE READING?

• Is an approach focusing on analysis of the text itself, not simply 

the response of the reader utilizing his/her personal experiences. 

• Is attention to the purpose, language and text structure of the 

literary or disciplinary piece in terms of the author’s vision when 

writing it. 

• involves multiple readings of the same passage for purposes of 

deep comprehension of vocabulary words, increasingly complex 

sentence structures, analysis of narrative and expository text 

structure and cohesion and the building of new disciplinary 

knowledge with which to embrace increasingly complex ideas 

through texts.

The meaning of the text itself is the goal: “To build a coherent 

representation of what the text says”

Speaking and Listening Standards K-5 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas #4

Common Core State Standards, 2010

1 

Describe

people, 

places, 

things, and 

events with 

relevant 

details, 

expressing 

ideas and 

feelings 

clearly.

K

Describe

familiar 

people, 

places, things 

and events 

and, with 

prompting 

and support, 

provide              

additional 

detail.

2

Tell a story or 

recount an 

experience with 

appropriate facts 

and relevant, 

descriptive 

details, speaking 

audibly in 

coherent 

sentences.

3

Report on a topic

or text, 

tell a story, or 

recount an 

experience with 

appropriate facts 

and relevant 

descriptive 

details, speaking 

clearly at an 

understandable 

pace.

4 

Report on a 

topic or text, tell 

a story, or 

recount an 

experience in an 

organized 

manner, using 

appropriate facts 

and relevant, 

descriptive 

details to 

support main 

ideas or 

themes; speak 

clearly at an 

understandable 

pace.

5

Report on a 

topic or text or 

present an 

opinion, 

sequencing 

ideas logically 

and using 

appropriate 

facts and 

relevant, 

descriptive 

details to 

support main 

ideas or 

themes; speak 

clearly at an 

understandable 

pace.

Please note: If a child cannot take 

perspective in the narrative, then he/she 

will have difficulty using evidence to 

argue a point or present an opinion.
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The Paper Bag Princess, by Robert Munsch, illustrated by 
Michael Martchenko, has sold over 10 million copies 
worldwide since its publication in 1980. The book is one 
of many of the Canadian author's beloved, bestselling 
picture books.

Elizabeth Banks, Margot Robbie, 
Universal Pictures Team for 'The 

Paper Bag Princess’ Slated for 2019
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What is a LEXILE?

• Measures both text complexity and reader ability

• A scientific, proven approach to reading and text measurement

• Lexile measures are based on two factors: 

Word frequency and sentence length, which are more formally 

called semantic difficulty and syntactic complexity. Both of 

these factors, over decades of research, have been shown to be 

excellent predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend. 

The relationship of these two factors within a text contributes to 

the Lexile measure for that text.

• i.e. Lexile for The Paper Bag Princess is AD550
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Students with communication disorders may struggle with 
language and literacy.  There is a need to support the 
classroom teacher.

• Knowledge of CCSS

• Knowledge of Curriculum

• Understanding of typical development:  how children 
process listening, speaking, reading and writing 
(modalities of language)

• Ability and desire to collaborate (RtI, Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support)

• Understand the needs of children

Ehren, B., Blosser, J., Roth, F., Paul, D and Nelson,  (2012).  Core Commitment.  ASHA LEADER
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A narrative is a story. It involves 

the telling or re-telling of events 

and experiences orally and in 

writing. A story can be true or 

fictitious and takes into 

account one or more 

points of view.

Narrative Defined…

“We dream, remember, 

anticipate, hope, despair, love, 

hate, believe, doubt, plan, 

construct, gossip and learn in 

narrative.”

Westby, C. (1985, 1991). Learning to talk, talking to learn:

Oral-literate language differences. In C. Simon (Ed.),

Communication skills and classroom success.

Eau Claire, WI: Thinking Publications, Inc.



11/17/2018

Copyright ©2018 •  Moreau • 1-888-228-
9746 • www.mindwingconcepts.com 11

“The narrative should be viewed as one of the most complex language 
acts:  in producing a good narrative, children must conform to 
customary organizational schemes for narratives and also must weave 
the smaller units of the narrative (sentences, clauses, words) together 
in a cohesive sequence.”

“Problems with written narrative should not be construed as a writing 
problem per se but rather as a language/narrative problem that 
transcends both oral and written discourse.” (Justice, 2004)

Justice, L. (2004).  The connection between Oral Narrative and Reading Problems:  What’s the Story? U.Va.: Tempo Weekly Reader

Macro-structure of a 

Narrative (story) is…

…the global organizational structure or 

“story grammar” of a narrative (story) –

independent of content.
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Micro-structure: 

Gluing the Sentences Together

Micro-structure’s literate language features:

• Elaborated noun phrases (ex. The big, scary fish…)

• Verb phrases (tense use & adverb use, ex. The big, scary fish 

swam slowly.)

• Mental State verbs (the character may: remember, know, think, 

realize, etc.)

• Linguistic verbs (whispered, yelled, asked, etc.)

• Conjunctions (and, but, so, because, first, then, next, finally, 

etc.)

What is literate oral language?
It is the combination of:

Macro-structure 
The overall organization of a story or expository text selection

& 

Micro-structure 
The linguistic complexity of sentences that 

make up the macro-structure

Elements of micro-structure connect 

the elements of macro-structure. 
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We help children develop literate 

oral language by assisting them 

in progressing along the oral 

literate continuum (discourse).

CONVERSATION             NARRATION                  EXPOSITION

The Oral-Literate Continuum

The “Here and Now”………………………………….The “There and Then”

CCSS

COLLEGE AND CAREER

Building Blocks of Language
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Character

Setting 

Initiating Event (Kick-off)

Internal Response (Feeling)

Mental States (thinking verbs)

Plan

Planned Attempts (Actions)

Direct Consequence (Tie Up)

Resolution (feeling, lesson, moral)

https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons

Blog Post: The Hidden Meaning of Story Grammar Marker®’s Icons

BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION:

Narrative Development with 

the Story Grammar Marker® 

Approach…

A research based approach using 
hands on, multisensory tools that 
have colorful, meaningful icons 
that represent the organizational 
structure of a story. It was created 
in 1991 by speech-language 
pathologist Maryellen Rooney 
Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP in 
Springfield, MA.

The ultimate GOAL is Helping Students 
Develop “Communicative Competence”

Putting together sounds, words, phrases, clauses and 
sentences to create conversations, relationships, speeches, 

email messages, stories, articles, and books.

https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons
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• SLP should play a Critical Role because of his/her “focused 
expertise in language”

• SLP would make unique contributions to CCSS K-12 
general and special ed settings.

• Collaborating with Classroom Teachers and Special 
Educators

• Working on RtI teams

• Link assessment and intervention related to curriculum 
expectations and classroom demands

ASHA Key Issues Relative to 

the CCSS and SLPs

An interactive process that enable teams of 

people with diverse expertise to generate 

creative solutions to mutually defined problems.  

The outcome is enhanced, altered, and 

produces solutions that are different from those 

that the individual team members would 

produce independently.
Meaux, A & Norris, J. (2018). Curriculum-Based language interventions What, Who, 

Why, Where and How?  LSHSS, 49
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Our purpose today is not to 

teach HOW to write goals/ 

benchmarks/learning scales 

but to MINE a picture book for 

language targets to inform our 

goals for intervention as SLPs.   

A goal without a 

plan is just a wish.
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Readers’ Theater 

1. how to tell a story, 

2. finding the main idea, 

3. beginning-middle-end, 

4. character traits, 

5. setting description, 

6. temporal order of events 

7. cause-effect chaining, 

8. critical thinking, 

9. problem solving, 

10. perspective-taking, 

11. how to use the 5 senses for describing, 

12. emotions/feeling words beyond 

happy/sad/mad, 

13. Theory of Mind, 

14. how feelings can change from the 

beginning to the end of the story, 

15. inclusion of relevant details, 

16. conflict resolution, 

17. lessons/morals of the story

18. how to incorporate elaborated noun phrases 

and linguistic verbs, 

19. use of cohesive ties (conjunctions/signal 

words), 

20. using temporal and causal language,

21. how to independently generate answers to 

WH questions, 

22. how to think about and relate personal and 

interpersonal experiences, 

23. how to build complex sentences (syntax),

24. how to think about and relate personal and 

interpersonal experiences,

25. use of appropriate social pragmatics (body 

language and tone of voice), 

26. use of dialogue,

27. figurative language, 

27 Target Areas!
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DISCOURSE

Spoken and Written Communication

Copyright © 2016 •  Moreau • 1-888-228-9746 • 

www.mindwingconcepts.com
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Providing a Context…

Within the construct of the narrative 

(story) multiple language goals can 

be targeted. 

“Scientists have long known…While stories often have a 

profound effect on us due to emotional content, recent 

research also shows that our brains are actually hard-

wired to seek out a coherent narrative structure in the 

stories we hear and tell. This structure helps us absorb the 

information in a story, and connect it with our own 

experiences in the world.” (Walker, 2012)

Elizabeth, a beautiful princess 

In her castle near a cave awaiting her marriage to her Prince Ronald

Dragon stormed the castle burned everything with his fiery breath…and carried 

off Prince Ronald

Elizabeth felt shocked and angry (body language only)

She knew dragons could fly and would get tired, she remembered he had 

fiery breath that would eventually run out, She realized from her experiences 

that dragons were arrogant

Elizabeth decided to chase the dragon to get Ronald back (by 

tricking the Dragon)

Next, she got the Dragon to come out of his cave

After that, she flattered him into using up all of his fire

Finally, she flattered him into him to using up all his energy and he fell asleep

As a result, the dragon was out of the way and she 

got into the cave to rescue Ronald.

Elizabeth felt relieved and ecstatic, UNITIL…..

First, she put on a paper bag

New 
Kick Off :
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Ronald said what he said to Elizabeth:

“Elizabeth, you are a mess…come back 

when you look like a real princess”

Elizabeth felt mortified (anger/embarrassment/sad)

and livid

She told him off and said “You are a BUM!”

As a result, they didn’t get married after all 

Elizabeth felt strong, elated and proud! 

(Lesson learned: believe in yourself )

Elizabeth decided to get rid of Prince Ronald

Elizabeth thought Ronald was an ungrateful jerk, 

a snob and was not fit to be HER prince

She realized that she could do anything and didn’t 

want a prince like that

Climax

The Plot Diagram With SGM® Icons

Exposition Resolution 
Princess 

Elizabeth
In her castle 

awaiting her 

marriage to 

her Prince 

Ronald

Dragon stormed the castle

…burned everything with his 

fiery breath

…and carried off Prince Ronald

Elizabeth felt shocked and angry

She knew dragons could fly

She remembered he had fiery breath

She believed that dragons were arrogant

She decided to trick the dragon to get 

Ronald back.

Got him to come out of his cave

Got him to use up all of his fire

Got him to use up all his strength

She rescued 

Prince Ronald

She felt 

relieved and 

ecstatic, 

UNITIL…..
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The Narrative 

Developmental Sequence:

Where It All Comes Together!

Copyright © 2016 •  Moreau • 1-888-228-9746 • www.mindwingconcepts.com
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The SGM® Sequence of Narrative 
Development Stages is 
NOT the CONSECUTIVE Icons, 
it is CUMULATIVE in 
these conceptual stages, so it can be used 
for more than story recall – for in-depth 
instruction and dynamic assessment.

• Descriptive Sequence
• Action Sequence
• Reactive Sequence
• Abbreviated Episode
• Complete Episode
• Complex Episode
• Interactive Episode

A
c
ti
o

n
s

R
e
a

c
ti
o

n
s

A
c
ti
o

n
s

R
e
a

c
ti
o

n
s

P
la

n
n

e
d

 A
tt

e
m

p
ts

This is the goal. 

How do we get there?

Character

Setting

Actions

Labels and describes 

characters using simple 

physical descriptive words as 

elaboration.

Names and describes setting 

using five senses.

Actions within a particular 

setting are named and 

sequenced.

Cohesive 

Ties Temporal cohesive ties: First, 

Next, Then, Finally, etc., used 

to tie actions together

Stage 2: ACTION SEQUENCE

Action Sequence
1  Actions (events) listed, not temporally sequenced

2  Two temporally sequenced actions

3  Three or more temporally sequenced actions

4  Temporal cohesive ties used with temporally-related series of

Verb Structure 
0  No verb present

1  Verb present

2  Verb tense marked (morphemes/past, present, future)) and consistent

3  -ly adverbs or prepositional phrases present

4  Adverb clauses present (when, how, why, after, because, before)

Each stage contains…

Story Macrostructure:

• Parts of the story 

(story grammar/ icons)

• Built in Learning Scales

Story Microstructure:

• Descriptive details and syntax

• Elaborated noun phrases

• Cohesive ties

• Adverbs

• Linguistic verbs

• Mental state verbs
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Narrative Development Correlated to the CCSS for 

Reading, Key Idea and Detail #3 Using Clifford’s Pals

Princess Elizabeth 

At her castle near a cave with 

her prince

Elizabeth, a beautiful princess 

At her castle near a cave 

waiting to marry her prince 

.

The dragon burns down her 

Castle and takes the prince

She tricks the dragon and gets 

Ronald back

Elizabeth, a beautiful princess 

At her castle near a cave 

waiting to marry her prince 

All of a sudden, the dragon 

storms the castle, burns 

everything and carries off her 

prince

So, Elizabeth chased the 

dragon, tricked him and got 

Ronald back

CCSS Kindergarten

RL.K.3. With prompting and 

support, identify characters, 

settings, and major events in 

a story.

CCSS Grade 1

RL.1.3. Describe characters, 

settings, and major events in 

a story, using key details.

CCSS Grade 2

RL.2.3. Describe how 

characters in a story respond to 

major events and challenges.

Narrative Development

Stage 1: Descriptive Sequence

Narrative Development

Stage 2: Action Sequence

Narrative Development

Stage 3: Reactive Sequence

Narrative Development 

Stage 4: Abbreviated Episode

Narrative Development

Stage 5: Complete Episode

CCSS Grade 3

RL.3.3. Describe characters in a story 

(traits, motivations, feelings) and explain 

how their actions contribute to the 

sequence of events.

CCSS Grade 4

RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting or 

event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (character’s thoughts, words, actions).

Elizabeth, a beautiful princess 

At her castle near a cave 

waiting to marry her prince 

All of a sudden, the dragon 

storms the castle, burns 

everything and carries off her 

prince

Elizabeth felt shocked and 

angry 

As a result, Elizabeth chased 

the dragon, tricked him and got 

Ronald back

Elizabeth, a beautiful princess 

At her castle near a cave waiting to marry her prince 

All of a sudden, the dragon storms the castle, burns everything 
and carries off her prince

Elizabeth felt shocked and angry

She knew dragons could fly and would get tired, she 

remembered he had fiery breath that would eventually run out, 

She realized from her experiences that dragons were arrogant

Elizabeth decided to chase the dragon to get Ronald back (by 

tricking the Dragon)

First, she put on a paper bag

Next, she got the Dragon to come out of his cave

After that, she flattered him into using up all of his fire

Finally, she flattered him into him to using up all his energy and he 

fell asleep

As a result, the dragon was out of the way and she 

got into the cave to rescue Ronald.

Elizabeth felt relieved and ecstatic, UNITIL…..
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The Critical Thinking Triangle® 

Inference generation

Perspective taking

Practice with 
classroom discourse 
using cohesive ties

Theory of Mind

Critical Thinking

Problem Solving

Conflict Resolution 

Character Motivation

Main Idea

Multiple Perspectives
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Lovestruck/Blissful

(happy)

Proud/Satisfied

(happy)

Enraged/Infuriated

(mad)

Shocked/Flabbergasted

(surprised)

Joyous/Elated

(happy)

Disappointed/Mortified

(mad)

Track changes in emotions and teach synonyms. 

What caused the changes (causal chain)?

Expository or informational text is found in text books such as history, 
geography, social studies, science and technology. 

Expository text is particularly 
important for organizing and 
comprehending information in: news 
articles, textbook chapters, science 
experiments, research papers, 
advertisements, content area texts, 
the Internet and even in everyday life. 

The basic expository or informational text structures are: description, 
compare/contrast, list, sequence, cause/effect, problem/solution, persuasion 
and argument. 

(Rooney Moreau & Fidrych, 1998, 2008, p. 18).  

Expository Text

for Background Knowledge Building 
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Compare/Contrast 
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SYNTAX and MORPHOLOGY

From Simple to Complex Sentences

Copyright © 2016 •  Moreau • 1-888-228-9746 • 

www.mindwingconcepts.com
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CHARACTER

1.Name the three characters in the Paper Bag Princess.
2.Describe Elizabeth:  two physical characteristics
3.Describe the Dragon:  two physical characteristics
4.What does the Dragon love to do?
5.Name two character traits Elizabeth had to help her trick the 
dragon.

SETTING

1.Where does the Paper Bag Princess live at the 
beginning of the story?
2.Name three parts of a castle.
3.Where did the Dragon take Ronald?
4.How many sounds does the word “cave” have in it?

WH Questions Based On the Text

ATTEMPTS

1.What did Elizabeth DO to trick the dragon?

2.The dragon planned to capture a prince.  
What did he do to accomplish this?

3.Elizabeth was mortified and livid at Ronald’s words 
to her at the end of the story.  Her plan was to get rid 
of Ronald as her fiancée.  What did she do/say to 
accomplish her plan.
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KICK-OFF

1. What happened to Elizabeth at the beginning of the 
story that was not a ho-hum day?

2. Tell the entire Initiating Event that happened to 
Elizabeth at the beginning of the story (Paper Bag 
Princess).  

3. What happened to cause Elizabeth to feel shocked at 
the beginning of the story?

FEELING

1.How did Elizabeth feel about the kick-off?

2.How do you think Ronald felt when he was in the 
cave?

3.How do you think the Dragon felt when he said: "Go 
away, I love to eat Princesses but I have already eaten a 
whole castle today.  Come back tomorrow.”
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PLAN

1.What did Elizabeth want to have happen when she went to the cave 
the first time? (how do you know?)

2. Elizabeth made a plan to trick the dragon.  What did she 
KNOW about Dragon’s physical description that helped 
her make her plan?

3. What did Elizabeth REMEMBER about the Dragon’s 
personality that helped her plan to trick him?

CRITICAL THINKING TRIANGLE/MENTAL STATES

1.  Complete the Critical Thinking Triangle for the scene in the cave:
Given:  Ronald tells Elizabeth to come back when she looks like a 
REAL princess.
Need:  the feeling _________________ and 
the plan______________

2. What do you think Ronald KNEW about Elizabeth’s 
personality?

3. What did Elizabeth REALIZE about Ronald?

4. What did Elizabeth KNOW and REMEMBER 
about the Dragon?
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DIRECT CONSEQUENCE

1.What happened as a result of Elizabeth’s attempts to 
trick the Dragon?  Did she accomplish her plan or only 
part of it.  Which part did she accomplish?

2.What caused Elizabeth not to marry Ronald after all.

RESOLUTION

1.How did Elizabeth feel when she FIRST entered the 
cave to rescue Ronald? (how do you know?)

2.How did Elizabeth feel after she told Ronald that he 
was a “bum”? (how do you know?)

3.What was the lesson that Elizabeth learned?
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The Cohesive Tie!

Cohesive ties glue sentences together – the academic language of cohesion using 

essential narrative conjunctions.

Elizabeth came to a cave.

The cave had a large door.

The cave had a huge knocker.

Elizabeth came to a cave that had a large door with a huge 

knocker.

Elizabeth came to a cave that had a huge knocker and a large 

door.

Sentence Unpacking and Combining for Complex Sentence Development 
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Pronoun referents:  (Replace names with 

pronouns):

“She decided to chase him and get him back.  

She looked all over for something to wear but the 

only thing she could find that was not burnt was a 

paper bag.  So she put it on and followed him.  He

was easy to follow because he left a trail of burnt 

forests and horses’ bones.”

Cohesion Within Sentences

Ellipsis:  

“lifted up his ear and put her head 

right inside (IT, the ear)” (it - so 

that she could be sure that he was 

asleep)

It is necessary to work on complex sentence

building, particularly verb phrase development

Associating emotions, mental states and plans

using conjunctions to form sentences: CTT

Elizabeth decided to chase the dragon to get

Ronald back because a dragon had taken him

away and she felt shocked and angry.

Elizabeth felt shocked and angry because a

dragon carried her prince away so she thought

about how to capture the dragon and get the

prince back.

Cohesion with Conjunctions…
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Examples of prepositional phrases, infinitives ellipsis,

adverbial clauses, adjective clauses.

EXAMPLE:

She looked everywhere for something to wear but the

only thing (that) she could find that was not burnt was a

paper bag. So she….

He was very tired when he got back but Elizabeth shouted “Fantastic!” Do it again!

(Adverbial clause; adversative conjunction, linguistic verb; pronoun referent)

Elizabeth walked right over the dragon and opened the door (in)to the cave.

(two prepositional phrases, two regular verbs)

)

Grammatical Elements for 

complex sentence development: 

When he got back, he was too tired to talk and he lay 

down and went straight to sleep.

(Left branching adverbial clause, infinitive,  four 

verbs ( got back, was tired, lay down, went), 

infinitives (to talk; to sleep) 

Question forms:  Interrogative Reversals which incorporate a mental state word 

(truth/belief)

Is it true that you are the smartest and fiercest

dragon in the whole world?

So he jumped up and flew around the world in 

just twenty seconds.

(conjunction, regular past tense, irregular past tense, 

two prepositional phrases
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SEMANTICS

Meaning
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www.mindwingconcepts.com

Tier two words: uncommon but not necessarily rare. More bang for

your buck. Research calls for depth rather than number. Many

multisyllabic words

• Expensive

• Fiery

• Smashed

• Decided

• Burnt

• Fiercest

• Magnificent

• Fantastic

• Tangled

Selected Tier 2 Vocabulary 
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Emotion Words are depicted rather than stated:

inference must be used to identify them.

Lovestruck/Blissful

(happy)

Proud/Satisfied

(happy)

Enraged/Infuriated

(mad)

Shocked/Flabbergasted

(surprised)

Joyous/Elated

(happy)

Disappointed/Mortified

(mad)

Identify Communication Verbs (said, shouted, whispered)

(linguistic verbs) with sentence complements and

conjunctions

Elizabeth whispered very softly (into the dragon’s ear so that

she could tell if he was asleep).

She shouted as loud as she could….

Linguistic Verbs
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Identify Mental State Verbs and use with sentence 

complements and conjunctions to form complex sentences:

Elizabeth thought that she would marry Prince Ronald but 

he was mean to her and she didn’t marry him.

Elizabeth realized that the Prince was a Bum so she didn’t 

marry him after all.

Elizabeth knew for a fact 

that the dragon breathed fire 

so she enticed him to show off 

and use it all up.

Mental States

Vocabulary
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PRAGMATICS

Social Uses of Language
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• Body language including facial 

expression.

• Tone of voice

• Dialogue practice 

using these two

• In sentences having 

words like shouted 

and whispered

Pragmatics
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PHONOLOGY

The Sound System
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• Articulation concerns.

• Phonological Awareness:  Use the Tier Two 

Words to clap out syllables.

• Play with the syllables:  deletion

• Say Fantastic without the “tastic”- Fan

• Differentiate diagraphs from blends:   left, 

breath, trail, dragon

Phonology
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Link for PowerPoint Slides 

and handouts:

https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/asha

How to reach Maryellen:

BOOTH #648

www.mindwingconcepts.com

Call her (toll free): 888.228.9746  

Email her: 
mrmoreau@mindwingconcepts.com

https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/asha
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Connect with us! 

https://www.facebook.com/mindwingconcepts/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/

@mindwingconcept

@storygrammarmarker

https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos

EMAIL list: http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact

https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/
https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos
http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact

