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Today’s Webinar…
Maryellen will begin this webinar with an overview of the narrative and expository text 

structures using SGM® and ThemeMaker® tools to lead into Sean’s technology and 

telepractice techniques. Then, Sean Sweeney will model how to use Mindwing's digital 

resources such as our icons and story maps in the context of tech-infused and 

teletherapy. Simple techniques for creating materials with software you have, such as 

Google Apps, Word, or PowerPoint will be demonstrated. Additionally, other resources 

will be explored for using narrative and expository contexts on the web and through 

apps. 
Sean Sweeney, MS, MEd, CCC-SLP, is a speech-language pathologist and technology consultant working in 

private practice at The Ely Center in Needham, MA. Sean is currently implementing telepractice through The Ely 

Center due to the Coronavirus emergency. Sean spent over a decade in the public school setting serving in the 

roles of SLP and instructional technology specialist. His blog, SpeechTechie, (named after you, not him) was 

inspired by the combination of those complementary vocations and a desire to empower those in his field to 

employ technology in their work. Sean currently consults to and presents for local and national organizations on 

technology integration in speech and language interventions.

Agenda

✔ Introduction by 
Sheila Moreau, 
M.Ed

✔ Overview of 
MindWing’s
Icons and 
Approach by 
Maryellen 
Rooney 
Moreau, M.Ed. 
CCC-SLP

✔ Technology 
and 
Telepractice
with Sean 
Sweeney, M.S., 
M.Ed. CCC-SLP 
using 
MindWing Icons 
and Tools

✔ Wrap Up, 
Handouts, 
Certificate 
of 
Completion 
and Prize 
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Before We Begin

✔ Make sure other applications on your computer are closed for optimal 

viewing of this webinar.

✔ The chat panel to your right allows you to ask Maryellen & Sean questions 

or leave comments. They will respond at the end of the webinar. 

✔ At the end of the webinar, we will be raffling off 1 Quick Start: Either the 

SGM® Quick Start, Braidy® Quick Start and ThemeMaker® Quick Start – you 

must still be logged in to WIN (value $100)!! 

✔ Instructions for access to Handouts and Certificates of Attendance will be 

emailed with the on demand instructions
4

1 Poll – Please Respond!

5

Deepening Discourse
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What is the Story Grammar 
Marker®?

A hands on, multisensory tool for 

narrative development that has 

colorful, meaningful icons that 

represent the organizational 

structure of a story (or narrative). 

The tool itself is a complete 

episode, the basic unit of a plot. It 

was created in 1991 by speech-

language pathologist Maryellen 

Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP in 

Springfield, MA.

Character

Setting 

Initiating Event (Kick-off) 

Internal Response

(Feeling)

Thinking Verb 

Plan

Planned Attempts 

(Actions)

Direct Consequence 

(Tie Up)

Resolution (feeling, 

lesson, moral)https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-

hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons

New Blog Post: The Hidden Meaning of 

Story Grammar Marker®’s Icons

Critical Thinking Triangle® 

8

Inference generation

Perspective taking

Practice with classroom 
discourse using cohesive 
ties

Theory of Mind

Critical Thinking

Problem Solving

Conflict Resolution 

Character Motivation

Social Communication

Kick off
Trouble/Challenge/Problem

Feelings
Social Emotions

Thought Process/
Mental State (Thinking) Verbs

Plans/Decision/Intents

Cohesive Ties

Why is the yarn BRAIDED?

9

Each strand of yarn in the braid, which forms the 
backbone of the SGM®, represents one of the Strands 
of Language that can each be integrated within 
lessons using SGM®. 

• Pragmatics
• Phonology
• Semantics
• Syntax & Morphology
• Discourse
• Metalinguistics

https://mindwingconcepts.com/blogs/news/the-hidden-meaning-of-mindwing-s-icons
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Building Blocks of 
Language
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Discourse

11

Argument
Persuasion

Without Discourse

12

Without “discourse” 
there is no efficient 
connection between 
language 
development and 
literacy
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Expository 
Text

Icons can be 

used for both 

Narrative 

(story) and 

expository 

(information) 

text

13

14

15
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There are many ways to do the same 
thing
You choose your method

Icons

Available on Mindwing website. You 
can:

✔ Insert in word processor (Word, 
Google Docs)

✔ Insert in presentation creator
(PowerPoint, Google Slides)

^^Easier to move around, possibilities for 
interactivity. 17

Icons

You can:
✔ Play with 

shapes in 
PPT/Slides-
Typable.
Make maps 
of any kind

18
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Icons

You can:
✔ Play with 

shapes in 
PPT/Slides-
movable/
interactive.

19

PDFs
Available with 
manuals
Type on them 
with
-Adobe Reader
-Preview
-Drive> Open 
WIth> DocHub 20

Sources of e-text contexts

Narrative
EPIC! Books for Kids (also 
expository)
Storyline Online
YouTube (see work of Anna Vagin)
Kindle Books (use your public 
library w Overdrive)
Doc Cam

Expository
BrainPop/BrainPop Jr.
Newsela
Readworks.org

21
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“Look for” narrative and expository 
structures
BoomCards
Website examples
iCivics
Sid the Science Kid
iPad Apps
Toca Life
PicCollage (can use directly on 
Windows)

Showing/Mirroring iPad
Connect via lightning cable to mac, 
open Quicktime, new screen 
recording, change source to iPad
Reflector or LonelyScreen on PC

22

Quick Start SPECIAL Offers for Distance 
Learning – Include Downloadable Forms!

23

24

Digital Icons!
https://mindwingconcepts.com
/collections/icon-downloads 

https://pbskids.org/sid/games/vegetable-planting
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Give Away: 1 Quick Start (of your Choice) 
with a Set of Universal Digital Icons!

25

Handout & Certificate of Attendance Link:

26

https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/webinars

https://mindwingcon

cepts.com/pages/we

binars

Connect With Us!
27

https://www.facebook.com/mindwingconcepts/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/

@mindwingconcept

@storygrammarmarker

https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos

EMAIL list: http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact

https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/webinars
https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/webinars
https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/
https://www.pinterest.com/storygrammar/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mindwingconcepts/videos
http://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/contact
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How to Reach the Presenters 
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Maryellen:

mrmoreau@mindwingconcepts.com

Sean Sweeney:

Sean@speechtechie.com


