
Teaching the  
BEGINNING, MIDDLE and END  

of a Story: 
“The Clothesline Activity” 

 
This is the Clothesline Activity many of you have participated in at 

one of the many MindWing Concepts 
workshops we have given across the 

county. Apply this lesson to any complete 
episode Read-Aloud from your children's 

literature collection, and enjoy its 
benefits over and over with your students! 

 
Materials Needed: 
 

1. Clothesline rope, about 4 yards long (can be made of plastic) 
2. Clothespins (15; for each ICON on the Story Grammar Marker®) 
3. Construction paper (5 green, 5 yellow and 5 red) 
4. Story Grammar Marker® Manipulative or Narrative Icon Magnets 
5. MindWing Narrative Icon Stickers (one strip) 
6. 3 Copies of your favorite read aloud in paperback form (The reason for the 3 

books is that pages must be cut out and pasted and at times the pictures are back 
to back, and therefore the two books are needed to assemble this activity and one 
book left to Read Aloud). 

 
Steps for Assembling this Activity 
 
1.) Choose a Read-Aloud (picture book), such as “The Wolf’s Chicken Stew,” by Keiko 
Kasza and analyze it for story grammar/episodic structure using the Story Grammar 
Marker® or Braidy™ as your guide. Remember – you can choose ANY picture book 
from your children’s literature collection and apply it to this lesson! 

 



 
The Wolf’s Chicken Stew Analysis:  

 
Wolf (Chicken and her chicks) 
 
Forest near a Chicken’s house 
 
Wolf sees the Chicken 

 
He feels excited because it would be a chicken for his stew, but is disappointed 
because she is too skinny 
 
Decides to fatten her up 
 

Makes 100 scrumptious pancakes 
 
Makes 100 doughnuts 
 
Makes a cake weighing 100 pounds 
 
Puts stew pot on fire to get ready for chicken 
 
Goes to chicken’s house expecting her to be fat for his stew  
 
Wolf sees that Chicken is not fatten up AND the grateful baby chicks who have 
eaten Wolf’s delicious goodies all call him “Uncle Wolf” 
 
He feels shocked, embarrassed, pensive (humbled) 
 

 
2.) For each ICON of the Story Grammar Marker® with the exception of the FOREST 
and the STEW POT there is a picture in the book (for those two icons, draw your own}.  
 
3.) Cut each page out of the book with the picture depicting that icon. When the Wolf is 
making the plan to eat the Chicken, draw thought bubbles. 
   
4) To assemble, take the: 

• GREEN construction paper and in the upper right hand corner, affix a 
NARRATIVE Icon Sticker – Character, Setting, Kick-off, Feeling and Plan 

• YELLOW Construction paper and affix narrative icon stickers in the upper right 
hand corner of those with the 5 ATTEMPT BEADS 

• RED construction paper and affix narrative icon stickers in the upper right hand 
corner of those with the direct consequence and the resolution (draw hearts on 3 
more sheets because there is an extended resolution with many feeling for this 
story) 



 
5.) Now affix the PICTURE from your book (or your drawing for those icons without 
pictures) on the appropriate paper to match the correct icon. 
 
6.) On the back of each construction page, write a “WH” question, for example “Who is 
the story about?” “Where and when does the story take place?” (USE Story Grammar 
Marker® Complete Episode Map as a guide for these “WH” questions.)   
Then provide all the answers to the questions. 
 
7.) You are all ready with an activity to focus on the BEGINNING, MIDDLE and 
END of the story. 
 
8.) Take the 3rd copy of the book and read the story for enjoyment with your students. 
 
9.) Next, RETELL the story with Story Grammar Maker® using story language and 
cohesion. 
 
10.) Then, pass out your construction paper sheets to your students. Provide other 
students with the clothespins. Ask two children to hold the clothesline. 
 
11.) Have 5 students with CLOTHESPINS line up behind the clothesline facing the rest 
of the class. As you retell the story once more using the Story Grammar Marker® 
manipulative or the MindWing Narrative Icons Magnets, ask the children with the 
GREEN pictures to line up facing the clothesline in order of the beginning of the story. 
Clip the Pictures to the clothesline.  
 
12.) and 13.) Repeat this process with the Middle (YELLOW) and End (RED) of the 
story. When finished, you will have a complete episode on the clothesline.  
 
14.) To remove the pictures from the clothesline, you or the children ask a “WH” 
question and come up and remove that icon from the clothesline. For example “How did 
the Wolf feel when he first saw the chicken at the end of the story?” He was shocked. 
Then, take the FEELINGS sheet down from the clothesline. 
 
Note: You can be very flexible with this lesson! You do not have to use all the pictures 
every time. Or you can expand the activity by using the temporal ties of First, Next, After 
That, Then and Finally with the middle of the story only. Or you may just use the middle 
with the temporal ties as a stand alone activity to work on cohesion. 
 

See following page for photos of this activity at our workshop 
with Orange County Public Schools in Orlando, FL. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


