
Maryellen’s Favorite Books
for Story Grammar Marker®

Please note: Maryellen Rooney Moreau, M.Ed. CCC-SLP, creator of the Story Grammar Marker®,
has always used quality children’s literature in her practice with narrative development. This new list
of 100+ selections of quality children’s literature, below, is organized according to Narrative Devel-
opmental Stage. On our website, there are two book lists with extensive lessons and activities; one is
a list of 30+ books and can be found at https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/free-lessons and another
list of 80+ books can be found on our Blog at https://mindwingconcepts.com/pages/books-lessons. In ad-
dition, each of our Manuals contains lists of 60+ books in the appendices that delve into further cat-
egories of emotion, cohesive ties, and complex sentences, for example. Also, East Meets West and East
Meets West for the Holidays, written in collaboration with Judy K. Montgomery, PhD. CCC-SLP,
each contain more than 20 books analyzed for narrative structure, expository features, vocabulary,
themes, cultural aspects, phonological awareness and underpinnings of sentence complexity.

DESCRIPTIVE
SEQUENCE

Aliki. My Five Senses. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1962.

Arnosky, Jim. Every Autumn Comes
the Bear. New York: Puffin Books,
1996.

Baker, Jeannie. Mirror. Massachusetts:
Candlewick Press, 2010.

Banyai, Isfvan. Zoom. New York: Pen-
guin Books, Inc., 1995.

Bedard, Michael. Emily. New York:
Random House, Inc., 1992.

Brown, Margaret Wise. Goodnight
Moon. New York: 
Harper & Row Publishers, Inc.,
1947.

Brown, Margaret Wise and Leonard
Weisgard. The Little Island. New
York: Random House, Inc., 1946.

Buck, Pearl S. The Big Wave. New
York: HarperCollins Publishers,
1986. 

Burg, Ann. Winter Walk. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 2003. 

Chin-Lee, Cynthia. Amelia to Zora,
Twenty-Six Women Who Changed the
World. Massachusetts: Charlesbridge,
2008.

Clements, Andrew. Big Al and
Shrimpy. New York: 
Simon & Schuster Publishing, 2002.

Cummins, Julie. Country Kid, City
Kid. New York: Henry Holt and Co.,
2002. 

Freedman, Debra and Jerry Stimmel.
The City Dog meets The Country Dog.
South Carolina: CreateSpace Inde-
pendent Publishing Platform, 2012.

Hill, Eric. Where’s Spot? London: Ven-
tura Publishing Ltd., 1980.

LeSieg, Theo. The Pop-Up Mice of Mr.
Brice. New York: Random House,
Inc., 1989.

Mazer, Anne. The Salamander Room.
New York: Dragonfly Books, 1994.

McPhail, David. Sisters. New York:
Harcourt Brace & Company, 1984.

Scillian, Devin. Memoirs of a Goldfish.
Michigan: Sleeping Bear Press, 2010.

Sterling, Kristen. Living in Rural
Communities. Minnesota: Lerner Pub-
lications Company, 2008.

Sterling, Kristen. Living in Suburban
Communities. Minnesota: Lerner Pub-
lications Company, 2008.

Sterling, Kristen. Living in Urban
Communities. Minestory: Lerner Pub-
lications Company, 2008. 

Zolotow, Charlotte. I Know a Lady.
New York: Greenwillow Books, 1984.



Action Sequence:

Need: I can Play that -
I see I can Play but not
I can play that

Baker, Jeannie. Window. New York:
Penguin Group, 1991.

Burke, Melissa Blackwell. One Farm.
Texas: Steck-Vaughn, 2002. 

Butenas, Jennifer. A Moment in Time.
New Hampshire: The Perfect Mo-
ment, LCC, 2012. 

Carle, Eric. The Very Hungry Caterpil-
lar. New York: Penguin Putnam
Books, 1969.

DePaola, Tomie. 26 Fairmount Av-
enue. New York: Puffins Books, 1999.

Fleming, Denise. In the Tall, Tall
Grass. New York: Henry Holt and
Co., 1991.

Johnson, D.B. Henry Hikes to Fitch-
burg. Boston: Houghto Mifflin Com-
pany, 2000.

Jonas, Ann. Round Trip. New York:
William Morrow & Co., 1983.

Kimmel, Eric. The Gingerbread Man.
New York: Holiday House, 1993.

Mazer, Anne. The Salamander Room.
New York: Dragonfly Books, 1994. 

Oxenbury, Helen and Michael Rosen.
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. New
York: Margaret McElderry Books,
2003.

Ritchie, Scot. Follow That Map! A
First Book of Mapping Skills. New
York: Kids Can Press Ltd., 2009.

Van Rynbach, Iris. Five Little Pump-
kins. Pennsylania, Bell Books, 1995.

Yolen, Jane. Owl Moon. New York:
The Putnam and Grosset Group,
1987.

Reactive
Sequence:

Aardema, Verna. Why Mosquitoes
Buzz in People’s Ears. London: Puffin
Books, 1992.

Bottner, Barbara. An Annoying ABC.
New York: Random House Inc.,
2011.

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford’s Pals.
New York: Scholastic, 2005.

Hutchins, Pat. The Doorbell Rang.
New York: Greeenwillow Books,
1986.

McNaugthon. Suddenly! New York:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1994.

Numeroff, Laura Joffe. If You Give a
Mouse a Cookie. New York: Harper &
Row, 1985.

Stone, Rosetta. Because a Little Bug
went Ka-choo! New York: Random
House Inc., 1975.

Stevens, Janet. The Three Billy Goats
Gruff. New York: Harcourt Brace &
Company, 1987.
Taback, Simms. Joseph Had a Little
Overcoat. New York: Viking Press,
1977.

Voist, Judith. Alexander and the Terri-
ble, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.
New York: Scholastic, 1989. 

Wabner, Bernard. Courage. New York:
Houghton Mifflin, Co., 2002. 

Wells, Rosemary. Noisy Nora. Lon-
don: Puffin Books, 2000.

Willems, Mo. Are You Ready To Play
Outside? New York: Disney-Hyper-
ion, 2008.

Abbreviated
Episode

Bang, Molly. When Sophie Gets Angry-
Really, Really Angry. New York:
Scholastic Publishing, 1999. 

Cain, Barbara. Double Dip Feelings,
Stories to Help Children Understand
Emotions. Washington: Magination
Press, 2001.

Carle, Eric. The Grouchy Ladybug.
New York: HarperCollins Publishers,
1977.

Curtis, Jamie Lee. Today I Feel Silly &
Other Moods That Make My Day. New
York: Joanna Cotler Books, Harper-
Collins Publishers, 1998.
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Freymann, Saxton and Joost Elffers.
How Are You Peeling? Foods with
Moods. New York: Arthur A. Levine
Books, 1999.

Waber, Bernard. Courage. New York:
Houghtin Mifflin Company, 2002.

Williams, Mo. My Friend Is Sad. New
York: Hyperion Books for Children,
2007.

Wilson, Karma. Bear Feels Scared.
New York: Margaret K. McElderry
Books, 2008.

Witek, Jo. In My Heart, A Book of
Feelings. New York: Abrams Apple-
seed, 2013.

Woodson, Jacqueline. This Is the
Rope. New York: The Penguin Group
Inc., 2013. 

Complete
Episode

Andreae, Giles. Giraffes Can’t Dance.
London: Orchard Books, 
2001.

Brinckloe, Julie. Fireflies! New York:
Alladin Paperbacks, 1985.

Cartwright, Shannon. Alaska’s Three
Bears. Alaska: Paws IV Publishing
Company, 1990. 

dePaola, Tomie. The Legend of the In-
dian Paintbrush. New York: The Put-
nam & Grosset Group, 1996.

Galdone, Paul. The Three Bears. New
York: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1972.

Johnson, Crocket. Harold and the
Purple Crayon. New York: Harper-
Collins Publishers, 1955.

Keats, Ezra Jack. Peter’s Chair. New
York: Harper & Row, 1967.

Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad To-
gether. New York: HarperCollins Pub-
lishers, 1971.

Lobel, Arnold. Ming Lo Moves The
Mountain. New York: Scholastic, Inc.,
1982.

Mayer, Mercer. Frog On His Own.
New York: Dial Books for Young
Readers, 1973.

Suess, Dr. What Pet Should I Get?
New York: Random House Children’s
Books, 2015.

Woodson, Jacqueline. The Other Side.
New York: G.P. The Penguin Group
Inc., 2001. 

Complex Episode

Berne, Jennifer. Calvin Can’t Fly. New
York: Sterling Publishing Company,
2010.

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford and The
Big Storm. New York: Scholastic, Inc.,
1995.

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford Takes A
Trip. New York: Scholastic, Inc.,
1966.

Clements, Andrew. Big Al and
Shrimpy. New York: Atheneum
Books, 2002.

Cohen, Barbara. Molly’s Pilgrim. New
York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books,
1983.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bud, Not
Buddy. New York: Random House
Children’s Books, 1999.

Duke, Kate. Aunt Isabel Tells A Good
One. London: Puffin Books, 1994.

Soto, Gary. Too Many Tamales. New
York: The Putnam & Grosset Group,
1993.

Willems, Mo. Are You Ready To Play
Outside? New York: Disney-Hyper-
ion, 2008.

Interactive
Episode

Andersen, Richard. A Home Run For
Bunny. Washington: Illumination
Arts Publishing Co., 2013.

Boelts, Maribeth. Those Shoes. Massa-
chusetts: Candlewick Press, 2007.

Buck, Pearl S. The Big Wave. New
York: HarperCollins Publishers,
1986. 
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Canon, Janell. Stellaluna. Massachu-
setts: Harcourt, 1993.

Freeman, Don. Corduroy. New York:
Viking Press, 1968.

Gardiner, John Reynolds. Stone Fox.
New York: HarperCollins Children’s
Books, 1980.

Golding, William. Lord of the Flies.
New York: Penguin Group, 1954.

Havill, Juanita. Jamaica’s Blue Marker.
New York: HMH Publishing, 1995.

Hoose, Phillip and Hannah. Hey, Little
Ant. New York: Scholastic Inc., 2005.

Lipp, Frederick. Running Shoes. Massa-
chusetts: Charlesbridge, 2008.

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plan and
Tall. New York: HarperCollins Pub-
lishers, 1985.

Marzollo, Jean. Pierre the Penguin, A
True Story. New York: Scholastic Inc.,
2010.

McBrier, Page. Beatrice’s Goat. New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2001.

Palatini, Margie. Piggie Pie! New York:
Clarion Books, 1995.

Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet. New York:
Puffin Books, 1987.

Polacio, R.J. Wonder. New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, Inc., 2012.

Relyea, Gregg F. and Joshua N. Weiss.
Trouble At The Watering Hole, The Ad-
ventures of Emo and Chickie. Massa-
chusetts: Resolution Press, 2017.

Ryan, Pam Munoz. Esperanza Rising.
New York: Scholastic, Inc., 2000.

Sachar, Louis. Holes. New York: Ran-
dom House Children’s Books, 1998.

Steig, William. Doctor De Soto. New
York: Square Fish, 1982.

Taylor, Mildred. Roll of Thunder, Hear
My Cry. New York: Puffin Books,
1976.

White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1952.

Mo Willems. Knuffle Bunny. London:
Walker Books Ltd., 2004. 

Williams, Karen Lynn and Khadra
Mohammed. Four Feet, Two Sandals.
Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish-
ing Co., 2007.

Yolen, Jane. Letting Swift River Go.
New York: Little, Brown and Com-
pany, 1992.
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