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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who

brings good tidings of good, who publishes
salvation, who says unto Zion, Your

God reigns! (Isaiah 52:7)
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(Continued from page 65)
he was able to accept that Christ 
had so loved him as to take freely 
upon Himself all his sins in His 
own body, allowing Himself, as 
God’s sacrificial Lamb, to be slain 
for his sake.

The broken man learned that 
God’s salvation does not build 
upon nor require human strength 
of character or will power, but that 
repentant sinners of the worst kind 
go into the kingdom before the 
self-righteous. This is incompre-
hensible and may seem offensive, 
but this is God’s truth which can-
not be altered. When, outside of 
Damascus, eternity’s light broke 
revealingly upon Saul of Tarsus, he 
became as poor in spirit as a per-
son can be; he knew himself to be 
a helpless sinner who merited con-
demnation, and in that poverty he 
found that the Kingdom of heaven 
was his, for the sake of the Lord 
Jesus. He remained poor in spirit 
for the rest of his life, for he did 
not run away from that light, so al-
though he knew that the Kingdom 
of heaven was his, he never spoke 
proud words about himself.

Concerning Trusting Faith
Living faith finds its true expres-

sion in modest language. When 
there are proud words there is al-
ways, directly or indirectly, an im-
pression of personal greatness. We 
tend to admire the spokesman, to 
wonder at his strong faith and the 
amazing experiences which he de-
scribes. He makes us wish that we 
had that kind of faith and may 
make us depressed, when gospel 
truth is meant to lift us up. Mod-
est words, however, draw attention 
only to Him who is being spoken 
about. They do not create admira-
tion for the speaker, but give con-
fidence in the Savior alone to those 
who are small and weak.

Proud words suck the strength 
out of the gospel message; they 
change it into what seems to be for 
the strong and able. Modest words 
allow the gospel to retain its divine 
power, offering help to those who 
have no power in themselves. The 
gospel is the complete opposite of 
human thoughts. Only broken and 
contrite hearts can understand it.

(From Toward the Mark, Vol. 17, 
July 1988; to be continued.)
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In the summer of 2006 my wife 
and I had the privilege of taking a 
trip to the Canadian Rocky Moun-
tains at Banff National Park in the 
province of Alberta. We flew into 
Calgary, rented a car, and drove ap-
proximately 80 miles west toward 
the mountains. As the road began 
to wind through the first pass in 
the mountains, we were struck by 
the majesty that surrounded us. We 
began singing the familiar hymn 
written by Stuart K. Hine, “How 
Great Thou Art.” Our trip was 
very memorable and it caused me 
to think about what we can learn 
about mountains in the Scriptures. 
As I sought to learn about Bible 
mountains, I read an excellent book 
by Elsie Milligan entitled God of 
the Hills. Many of the Scriptures 
and lessons that are shared in this 
article were also shared in her book.

Pictures in the Mountains
Who made the mountains? “For 

lo, He who forms the mountains 
and creates the wind and declares 
unto man what is His thought, who 
makes the morning darkness and 
treads upon the high places of the 
earth, the Lord, the God of hosts, 
is His name (Amos 4:13). Moun-
tains speak of the greatness and 
power of God. As strong and in-

timidating as a large mountain can 
be, we read in Nahum 1:5 that “The 
mountains quake at Him and the 
hills melt, and the earth is burned 
at His presence; yes, the world and 
all that dwell therein.” Mountains 
also speak of the Lord’s protec-
tion over His people. As we read in 
Psalm 125:1,2, “Those who trust in 
the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed but 
abides for ever. As the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem, so the 
Lord is round about His people 
from henceforth even for ever.” 

Mountains also speak of the 
kindness of God. Isaiah 54:10 
states, “For the mountains shall 
depart and the hills be removed; 
but My kindness shall not depart 
from you, neither shall the cove-
nant of My peace be removed, says 
the Lord who has mercy on you.” 
Mountains are a picture of praise. 
As we read in Isaiah 42:10-12, 
“Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
and His praise from the end of the 
earth.... Let the inhabitants of the 
rock sing, let them shout from the 
top of the mountains. Let them 
give glory unto the Lord, and de-
clare His praise in the islands.”

What is the purpose of moun-
tains? One purpose is to be a place 
of solitude to commune with God, 

Mountains
Andrew Johnson
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such as the Lord Jesus did in Mat-
thew 14:23. “And when He had 
sent the multitudes away, He went 
up into a mountain apart to pray; 
and when the evening was come, 
He was there alone.” Another 
purpose is to be a place of ref-
uge, which is described in Gen-
esis 19:17-19. Just before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah 
with fire and brimstone, two angels 
urged Lot to “escape to the moun-
tain, lest you be consumed” (verse 
17). In Joshua 2:16, Rahab urged 
the Israelite spies to hide from 
their pursuers in the mountains.

Mount Ararat
Before we speak about Mount 

Ararat, let us take a look at the 
events that preceded its men-
tion in Genesis 8. In Genesis 5:24 
we read that “Enoch walked with 
God; and he was not, for God took 
him.” Hebrews 11:5 states that “By 
faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death, and was not 
found because God had translated 
him.” Just as God removed Enoch 
from the world before the judg-
ment of the flood, all believers will 
be “caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air” (1 Thess. 4:17) before 
the judgment of the Tribulation. 
Noah is the only person other 
than Enoch in the Bible of whom 
we read, “walked with God” (Gen. 

6:9). Noah is a picture of the be-
lieving Jewish remnant who will be 
preserved through the judgment of 
the Tribulation to enjoy the earthly 
blessings of the Millennium ( Jer. 
30:3-10; 33:7-16).

Noah obeyed God in building an 
ark that would save his family from 
the flood. The ark was the only way 
of salvation, just as Christ is the 
only way of salvation from certain 
judgment that we deserve in hell. 
As we read in Acts 4:12, “Neither 
is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heav-
en given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” Should we not act 
as Noah did, and faithfully and lov-
ingly proclaim what our Lord said 
about how to get to heaven? “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life; no 
man comes unto the Father, but by 
Me” ( John 14:6).

After the waters of the flood re-
ceded, the ark “rested ... upon the 
mountains of Ararat” (Gen. 8:4), 
following which Noah sent out a 
raven and then a dove to survey the 
landscape. The knowledge of our 
salvation through Christ (the ark) 
gives us rest (Matt. 11:28) and pro-
duces holiness as we let the Holy 
Spirit (depicted by a dove, Matt. 
3:16) control us and not our old 
nature (the raven).

Mount Moriah
In the introduction we saw that 
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mountains can be a picture of a 
place of refuge. However, as we be-
gin reading Genesis 22, it does not 
appear that Mount Moriah would 
be a place of refuge for Isaac. Abra-
ham, in obedience to God, prepares 
to sacrifice his only son Isaac. As 
Abraham and Isaac part with two 
young men who had accompa-
nied them for part of the journey 
to the mountain, Abraham tells 
the young men, “I and the lad will 
go yonder and worship, and come 
again to you” (verse 5). This state-
ment by Abraham reveals his firm 
faith in God’s ability to raise the 
dead! As we see in Hebrews 11:17-
19, “By faith Abraham, when he 
was tried, offered up Isaac; and he 
who had received the promises of-
fered up his only begotten son, of 
whom it was said, that in Isaac 
shall your seed be called, account-
ing that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead, from 
whence also he received him in a 
figure.”

As Christians, we believe that 
Christ died, was buried, and rose 
again the third day. However, do 
we let the truth of the resurrection 
change our lives? We no longer 
need to fear death, because Christ 
has conquered death and is “alive 
for evermore” (Rev. 1:18). The Lord 
Jesus Christ became a man “that 
through death He might destroy 
him that had the power of death, 

that is, the devil; and deliver those 
who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage” 
(Heb. 2:14,15). The Lord Jesus said 
in John 14:19, “Because I live, you 
shall live also.” What peace this 
gives us since we know that our fu-
ture is secure in Christ!

Returning to Genesis 22:7,8, 
Isaac asks his father, “Behold the 
fire and the wood, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering? And 
Abraham said, My son, God will 
provide Himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering; so they went both of them 
together.” Abraham thought that 
God’s choice for a lamb would be 
his only son Isaac. Abraham’s re-
sponse to Isaac also points for-
ward to the Lamb of God, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was cho-
sen by God to be the burnt offer-
ing on Calvary’s cross. Notice also 
the submission of Isaac through-
out this chapter. “So they went 
both of them together” (verse 8) 
reminds us of the perfect harmony 
that existed between the Father 
and the Son while the Son walked 
this earth. As the Lord Jesus said 
in John 8:29, “He who sent Me is 
with Me; the Father has not left 
Me alone; for I do always those 
things that please Him.” As Isaac 
trusted Abraham, do we trust our 
heavenly Father enough to submit 
to His will, no matter how baffling 
our circumstances may seem? May 
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we be obedient like Abraham and 
submissive like Isaac as we walk 
each day with our Lord.

As we see in Genesis 22:13, 
the Lord provided a substitute for 
Isaac, “a ram caught in a thicket.” 
God graciously spared Abraham 
from sacrificing his only son, but 
God did not spare His only Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ! Both God 
and Abraham knew that resur-
rection would occur, but God 
graciously spared Abraham the 
heartache of slaying Isaac. Mount 
Moriah ended up being a place of 
refuge for Isaac after all, but the 
hill of Golgotha provided no pro-
tection for the Lord Jesus.

Mount Moriah was also the site 
of Solomon’s temple: “Then Solo-
mon began to build the house of 
the Lord at Jerusalem in mount 
Moriah, where the Lord appeared 
unto David his father in the place 
that David had prepared in the 
threshingfloor of Ornan the Je-
busite” (2 Chron. 3:1). Therefore, 
just as Abraham and Isaac wor-
shiped God in Mount Moriah, a 
temple built in that mountain be-
came the center of worship for the 
nation of Israel many years later.

Mount Horeb
Mount Horeb is a western peak 

of the Sinai range of mountains. 
Moses led the flock of his father-
in-law, Jethro, “to the backside of 

the desert, and came to the moun-
tain of God, even to Horeb. And 
the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush; and he looked 
and, behold, the bush burned with 
fire, and the bush was not con-
sumed” (Exod. 3:1,2). God called 
to Moses out of the bush, and said, 
“Draw not near here; put off your 
shoes from off your feet, for the 
place whereon you stand is holy 
ground” (Exod. 3:5). God told Mo-
ses that He had seen the hardships 
that the children of Israel were 
enduring in Egypt (verse 7). God 
planned to send Moses to Pharaoh 
to deliver the Israelites out of the 
bondage of the Egyptians. There-
fore, Mount Horeb is a picture of 
being commissioned by God for 
His service. As the Lord prom-
ised Moses in verse 12, “When you 
have brought forth the people out 
of Egypt, you shall serve God upon 
this mountain.”

Let us be alert to the ways God 
brings to our attention to serve 
Him and others. “Whatever you do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men” (Col. 3:23). Is wash-
ing dishes with a good attitude 
serving the Lord? Yes! Is spending 
time with our children serving the 
Lord? Yes again! “Whether there-
fore you eat, or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God” 
(1 Cor. 10:31). Doing little things 
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faithfully with a cheerful heart is 
very important to God.

As Moses was commissioned for 
service in Mount Horeb, Elijah was 
recommissioned for service in the 
same mountain. After the Lord’s 
amazing victory through Elijah on 
Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18 (to 
be discussed later), Elijah fled for 
his life in chapter 19. Jezebel had 
threatened to kill Elijah since he 
had killed all of the false prophets. 
Elijah became disheartened and an 
angel visited him and encouraged 
him to eat. In 1 Kings 19:8 we read 
that Elijah “arose and did eat and 
drink and went in the strength of 
that meat 40 days and 40 nights 
unto Horeb the mount of God.” 
There Jehovah asked Elijah twice, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
(1 Ki. 19:9,13). Elijah lamented to 
the Lord twice that he had been 
faithful and no one else was left 
who was following the Lord (verses 
10,14). The “still small voice” (verse 
12) of the Lord tells Elijah specific 
things that He wants him to do 
and assures him that there are still 
7,000 Israelites who have refused 
to worship Baal (verse 18).

Are you discouraged, dear read-
er? Maybe it is time for a trip to 
Mount Horeb to hear God’s still 
small voice through His Word. He 
loves you ( Jer. 31:3), He is with 
you (Heb. 13:5), and He will guide 
you in your life all the way home to 

glory (Psa. 73:24). Always remem-
ber, too, “that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Be 
encouraged, dear Christian friend!

Mount Sinai
Mount Sinai was the mountain 

where God gave the law to Moses. 
Exodus 24:16 shows us that moun-
tains can speak of the glory of the 
Lord. “And the glory of the Lord 
abode upon Mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it six days; and the 
seventh day He called unto Mo-
ses out of the midst of the cloud.” 
However, Mount Sinai also dis-
played God in His unapproachable 
holiness. In Exodus 19:12, God 
told Moses to tell the children of 
Israel, “Take heed to yourselves, 
that you go not up into the mount 
or touch the border of it; whoever 
touches the mount shall be sure-
ly put to death.” God showed at 
Mount Sinai that He is holy and 
demands holiness from His people.

Moses was “with the Lord 40 
days and 40 nights; he did neither 
eat bread nor drink water. And he 
wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant, the ten command-
ments. And it came to pass, when 
Moses came down from Mount Si-
nai with the two tables of testimo-
ny in Moses’ hand, when he came 
down from the mount, that Moses 
knew not that the skin of his face 
shone while he talked with Him” 
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(Exod. 34:28,29). Here we have 
a beautiful lesson for us. In order 
to be radiant Christians, shining 
brightly for our Lord, we need to 
spend much time in secret commu-
nion with our Savior.

The reward for keeping the law 
was long life on earth, as we see in 
Deuteronomy 4:40. “You shall keep 
therefore His statutes, and His 
commandments, which I command 
you this day, that it may go well 
with you, and with your children 
after you, and that you may prolong 
your days upon the earth, which 
the Lord your God gives you, for 
ever.” When someone broke the 
law, an animal sacrifice could be 
offered to cover his sin. However, 
the sacrifices never took the sins 
away. “For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). All of 
the Old Testament sacrifices point-
ed toward the coming of the holy, 
spotless “Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” ( John 
1:29). No longer did frequent sac-
rifices need to be made. “Nor yet 
that He should offer Himself often, 
as the high priest enters into the 
holy place every year with blood 
of others; for then must He often 
have suffered since the foundation 
of the world; but now once in the 
end of the world has He appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself ” (Heb. 9:25,26).

We know that “the law was giv-
en by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ ( John 1:17). 
However, do we live as if this is 
true? Are we putting ourselves un-
der law and then beating ourselves 
up when we fail? Are we putting 
others under our set of rules and 
giving them a hard time when they 
do not live up to our expectations? 
God still wants us to be holy (1 Pet. 
1:16), but we do not achieve this by 
trying to follow a set of rules. We 
do this by focusing on our Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spir-
it of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). As 
we renew our minds through the 
Word of God (Rom. 12:2), He will 
give us strength to live godly lives. 
Focusing on ourselves will result 
only in failure. “For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh) dwells no 
good thing” (Rom. 7:18). In con-
trast, focusing on Christ will re-
sult only in victory. “But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Cor. 15:57).

Mounts Ebal and Gerizim
When the children of Israel 

crossed the Jordan River to enter 
the Promised Land, they were in-
structed to build an altar of uncut 
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stones on Mount Ebal. They were 
supposed to plaster the stones and 
write the words of the law on the 
stones (Deut. 27:2-8). As we see 
in Deuteronomy 27:9-26, six of 
the tribes of Israel were to stand 
on Mount Gerizim and six of the 
tribes were to stand on Mount 
Ebal. A valley separated these two 
mountains. The Levites read the 
curses and blessings and all of the 
children of Israel said “Amen.” 

Mounts Gerizim and Ebal speak 
of the choices that we all make and 
the corresponding consequences. 
We are not under the law like the 
children of Israel, but we still make 
choices. “Whoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 22:17) shows that we have 
a choice whether or not we want 
to be saved. That choice has con-
sequences. “He who believes on 
the Son has everlasting life, and 
he who believes not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God 
abides on him” ( John 3:36). How 
marvelous it is to see also that God 
has chosen us! “He has chosen us 
in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in 

love” (Eph. 1:4). None of us deserve 
to be chosen by Him, but we praise 
Him for His mercy in choosing us!

After we are saved we make 
choices about honoring or dishon-
oring the Lord. Each day may we 
join Joshua in saying, “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” ( Josh. 24:15). After we are 
saved our choices also have con-
sequences. Our eternal destiny is 
secure in Christ, but there may be 
hard lessons that we need to learn 
if we follow fleshly desires. “Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatever a man sows, that shall he 
also reap. For he who sows to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup-
tion; but he who sows to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlast-
ing” (Gal. 6:7,8).

Mount Carmel
In 1 Kings 17:1, Elijah said 

unto the wicked king Ahab, “As 
the Lord God of Israel lives, be-
fore whom I stand, there shall not 
be dew nor rain these years, but ac-
cording to my word.” During the 
famine that followed, the Lord 
cared for His servant Elijah at the 
brook Cherith and at Zarephath.  

Mount Ebal (left) and Mount Gerizim (right)
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During the third year of the 
drought, Elijah told king Ahab to 
summon all of the children of Is-
rael, 450 prophets of Baal and 400 
prophets of the groves to Mount 
Carmel (1 Ki. 18:1,2,17-20). The 
wisdom of God is seen here since 
God used the drought to get king 
Ahab’s attention so that he would 
do what Elijah asked in gathering 
the Israelites and false prophets to 
Mount Carmel. In verse 21 Elijah 
challenges the children of Israel. 
“How long do you halt between 
two opinions? If the Lord be God, 
follow Him, but if Baal, then fol-
low him. And the people answered 
him not a word.” Has someone 
challenged you recently? Have you 
taken the challenge to heart? Elijah 
challenged the children of Israel 
because he cared about their spiri-
tual condition. It is the same to-
day when a brother or sister in the 
Lord challenges us in some way. 
Let us be willing to change our be-
havior, with the Lord’s help, if the 
challenge is what we need to hear.

The Lord wrought a mighty vic-
tory on Mount Carmel. The false 
prophets were unable to convince 
Baal to consume their sacrifice 
since Baal is a lifeless god. How-
ever, the Lord answered Elijah’s 
prayer in 1 Kings 18:38: “Then 
the fire of the Lord fell and con-
sumed the burnt sacrifice and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, 

and licked up the water that was in 
the trench.” The people acknowl-
edged that Jehovah is the one true 
God in verse 39, captured the false 
prophets, and Elijah killed them at 
the brook Kishon (verses 40 and 
41). Are there any “false prophets” 
in my life that I need to destroy so 
that I will have a closer walk with 
the Lord? May each of us be will-
ing to get rid of anything that is 
hindering us from becoming the 
men and women of God that He 
desires us to be. “Wherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which does so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:1,2).

Mount Hermon
Mount Hermon means moun-

tain peak or sacred mountain and 
is mentioned in 1 Chronicles 5:23. 
It is one of the Lebanon mountains 
and is capped with snow except 
for the month of August, mak-
ing it a good landmark for travel-
ers. Mount Hermon is 9,166 feet 
above sea level, causing some to 
think that it may have been the 
“high mountain apart” (Matt. 17:1) 
where the Lord was transfigured. 
Mount Hermon is mentioned 
in Psalm 89:12-16 and makes us 
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think of the greatness, mercy, and 
righteousness of God. Song of Sol-
omon 4:8 mentions looking down 
from the top of Mount Hermon 
and causes us to think about look-
ing for ways that the Lord can use 
us to serve Him ( John 4:35). 

Mount Hermon is mentioned 
in Psalm 133 and makes us think 
about the blessings of Christian 
fellowship that we all need. Fellow-
ship (verse 1) is likened to oil (verse 
2) which is a picture of the Holy 
Spirit who unites all believers. This 
“precious ointment” covered Aaron 
from top to bottom and pictures 
the lovely, pleasant, and fragrant 
fellowship that the Lord wants us 
to have with each other but that is, 
sadly, often marred by our human 
failures. May the Lord keep our 
fellowship fragrant and pleasant! 
The dew of Hermon (verse 3) was a 
heavy dew and reminds us of being 
saturated by the Word of God so 
that we can be a blessing to those 
around us.

Mount of Olives
The Mount of Olives was proba-

bly named after the olive trees that 
once grew on its slopes. When the 
Lord Jesus arrived at the Mount 
of Olives in Matthew 21:1,2, he 
instructed his disciples to find a 
donkey and colt in a nearby village. 
The Lord rode the donkey from 
the Mount of Olives toward Jeru-

salem in fulfillment of Zechariah 
9:9: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Je-
rusalem; behold, your King comes 
unto you; He is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and riding upon 
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass.” As Jesus rode the donkey, 
“a very great multitude spread their 
garments in the way; others cut 
down branches from the trees, and 
strawed them in the way. And the 
multitudes that went before and 
that followed, cried, saying, Ho-
sanna to the son of David; Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the high-
est. And when He was come into 
Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this? And the mul-
titude said, This is Jesus the proph-
et of Nazareth of Galilee” (Matt. 
21:8-11). The true belief of the 
Jews is found in verse 11. They be-
lieved that Jesus was a prophet and 
nothing more. Very soon the Jews 
would be crying for His crucifixion 
( John 19:14,15).

The Lord Jesus often went to 
the Mount of Olives and even 
stayed overnight there at times. In 
Luke 21:37 we read, “And in the 
day time He was teaching in the 
temple, and at night He went out 
and abode in the mount that is 
called the Mount of Olives.” We 
see this again in John 8:1,2: “Jesus 
went unto the Mount of Olives. 
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And early in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the 
people came unto Him; and He sat 
down, and taught them.” In Mat-
thew 24:3 we read, “As He sat upon 
the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came unto Him privately, saying, 
Tell us when shall these things 
be? And what shall be the sign of 
thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?” The Lord Jesus proceeded 
to teach His disciples (and all of 
us) about the course of this world, 
coming judgment and the coming 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

After eating the last Passover, 
instituting the Lord’s supper, and 
singing a hymn, Jesus and His 
disciples (except Judas) “went out 
into the Mount of Olives” (Matt. 
26:30). According to William 
MacDonald’s Believer’s Bible Com-
mentary, the garden of Gethsemane 
was on the western slope of the 
Mount of Olives. In this garden 
the Lord poured out His heart to 
His Father as He considered the 
coming agony of the cross. The fact 
that Jesus often went to the Mount 
of Olives made it easy for Judas to 
find him there when he betrayed 
Him (Matt. 26:47). After Christ’s 
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, 
He ascended back to heaven from 
the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:9-12).

At any moment the Lord Jesus 
will return to the air for all believ-

ers and we will be forever with 
the Lord (1 Thess. 4:16,17). Af-
ter seven years of Tribulation, the 
Lord Jesus will again return to this 
earth. “And His feet shall stand in 
that day upon the Mount of Olives 
which is before Jerusalem on the 
east, and the Mount of Olives shall 
cleave in the midst thereof toward 
the east and toward the west, and 
there shall be a very great valley; 
and half of the mountain shall re-
move toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south” (Zech. 14:4). 
Notice too in verse 5 that “the 
Lord my God shall come, and all 
the saints with you.” We will not 
leave His side! He has been with 
us all during our lives here and we 
have seen Him by faith. However, 
in the future we will see His face, 
hear His voice, and be with Him 
for all eternity. How marvelous it is 
that we have tomorrow’s news to-
day! Blessed reality!

Mount Zion
Mount Zion was enclosed 

within the walls of Jerusalem. It is 
the highest of the four hills upon 
which Jerusalem of our Lord’s day 
was built. It is a symbol of joy and 
gladness and is associated with Is-
rael’s kingdom blessing. “Great is 
the Lord, and greatly to be praised 
in the city of our God, in the 
mountain of His holiness. Beautiful 
for situation, the joy of the whole 
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earth, is mount Zion, on the sides 
of the north, the city of the great 
King.... According to Thy name, O 
God, so is Thy praise unto the ends 
of the earth; Thy right hand is full 
of righteousness. Let Mount Zion 
rejoice, let the daughters of Judah 
be glad, because of Thy judgments” 
(Psa. 48:1,2,10,11). 

The prophecy about our Lord’s 
kingdom in Isaiah 61:3 includes 
His purpose “to appoint unto those 
who mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that He might be glorified.” 
The Lord says in Micah 4:7 that “I 
will make her who halted a rem-

nant, and her who was cast far off 
a strong nation; and the Lord shall 
reign over them in Mount Zion 
from henceforth, even for ever.” 
Yes, Christ will reign someday, and 
we will reign with Him (Rev. 20:6). 
Even now He is the “King of kings 
and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15), 
but in that day He will be publicly 
acknowledged as the King. 

As Christians we have trusted in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, 
but is He King of our hearts? Prov-
erbs 23:26 states, “My son, give Me 
your heart, and let your eyes observe 
my ways.” Let us crown Him Lord 
of our hearts and experience the 
abundant life that He wants us to 
experience. May the lessons found 
in these mountains spur us on to 
serve our Savior until He comes.

Anywhere
“I think a Christian can go any-

where,” said a lady to another in my 
hearing.

“Certainly,” rejoined her friend. 
“But it reminds me of an inci-
dent that happened last summer. 
A party of friends went with me 
to explore a coal mine. One of the 
young women appeared dressed in 
a dainty white gown. When her 
friends remonstrated with her she 
appealed to the old miner who was 
to act as guide to the party.”

“Can’t I wear a white dress down 

into the mine?” she asked petulant-
ly.

“Yes’m,” returned the old man. 
“There’s nothing to keep you from 
wearing a white frock in going 
down; but there won’t be much 
white in coming back.”

Well said, old miner. Well done, 
young Christian, if you go not in 
any place where you cannot have 
the approval of your Savior, who 
“suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that you should follow His 
steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).
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I have never heard a loving per-
son say, “I am very loving,” nor have 
I ever heard a pure person claim 
to be pure. Any such claims would 
weaken their declarations of love 
and purity. Where proud words are 
used, there is usually not much sub-
stance behind them. Proud words 
and vigorous gestures often reveal 
poor and shallow realities.

However there seems to be a 
special temptation to employ proud 
words in spiritual matters. Many fall 
for this temptation and think that 
they are the more convincing and 
more honoring to God when they 
make their claims with the use of 
superlatives. Hannah gives us some 
wise advice in this matter when she 
sings, “Talk no more so exceeding 
proudly [or using proud words]”  
(1 Sam. 2:3). Her experience of 
God’s wonderful working had made 
her understand how small man is, 
and how unseemly it is for a little 
person to speak proud words.

Concerning Spiritual  
Experiences

It is refreshing to hear the great 
apostle refer to this matter by say-
ing, “I think that I also have the 
Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 7:40). We are 
struck by his modesty and humil-
ity. Yes, indeed, but can anyone who 

has the mighty Spirit of God speak 
differently? Can the presence of the 
Holy Spirit make a person cocksure, 
self-important, self-opinionated or 
arrogant? There are several reasons 
why no one who is governed by the 
Spirit can be anything but modest.

1. The Holy Spirit is not a pos-
session which is at our disposal in 
the same way that other possessions 
are. It is possible that you have great 
talents and it is also possible that 
you own a big fortune, but it is not 
possible for you in this way to pos-
sess the Spirit of God, for He is 
divine. You can only have Him by 
faith, that is, in fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

2. It is almost beyond our com-
prehension that the great Holy 
Spirit will dwell in a mere man. 
Only think for a moment what 
sort of a person you are, and then 
remember that the Spirit is the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of our Lord 
Himself. Do you consider that you 
two suit naturally together, and that 
you can claim any credit for being 
a dwelling place for Him? To the 
apostle Paul this was so overwhelm-
ingly a matter of divine grace that it 
never ceased to be a wonder to him 
that God had made him fit to be a 
dwelling for His Spirit.

3. The Spirit of God is so great 

Proud Words (Part 1)
Poul Madsen



 WORDS OF TRUTH 63

that we feel very small in His pres-
ence. He is the Spirit of Truth, 
which means that He reveals how 
very much we still lack, and have no 
grounds at all for feeding our pride 
by speaking proud words. The Holy 
Spirit had made Paul realize that 
although in some ways he was a 
great apostle, in fact he must regard 
himself as the least of the apostles 
and among the greatest of sinners 
(1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim. 1:15). The more 
the Holy Spirit controls us, the less 
we become in our own eyes and 
the greater become the Lord and 
the wonders of His grace. If there 
is present any boasting, self-assur-
ance or pompous authority, then 
the Holy Spirit is not convincingly 
present, but rather the flesh is re-
gaining control.

4. When the Holy Spirit ex-
ercises control, He deprives us of 
our own imagined power so that 
we know ourselves to be weak and 
helpless. Paul had this experience 
greater than most others, finding 
that it is just on the basis of hu-
man weakness that the power of 
God works, and such power neither 
needs nor permits sounding words 
or pompous gestures. On the con-
trary, the kingdom of God does not 
consist of words but of divine power 
(1 Cor. 4:20).

Concerning Steadfastness
We often hear Paul exhorting 

the saints, but he includes him-
self in these exhortations, whether 
or not he mentions the fact. Does 
he, for example, have to qualify his 
warning by such a phrase as “Let 
him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12)? Would 
it not be more bracing, since he is 
including himself, just to speak of 
a man standing rather than to sug-
gest that his imagined steadfastness 
can be in his own mind? Does he 
have to be so cautious?

What we need to remember 
is that the question is of standing 
not in one’s own estimation but of 
standing before God. When the 
time comes for us to present our-
selves before the judgment seat 
of Christ, we will hardly be in a 
mood to boast of how steadfast we 
have been. We do well to remem-
ber what the Lord Jesus said about 
some who have not the least anxiety 
about being able to face the Judge, 
being convinced that they stand 
well, so much so that they will say 
to the Lord, “Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in Thy name, and by 
Thy name cast out devils, and by 
thy name do many mighty works?” 
Such will feel sure that there can be 
no doubt about their authenticity, 
since they can produce outstand-
ing proofs of it. To them, how-
ever, the Lord Jesus declared that 
He would have to pronounce the 
dreadful words: “I never knew you; 
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depart from Me” (Matt. 7:22,23). 
Then it will be revealed, but too 
late, that they never had any stand-
ing in His sight and that, in spite 
of their imposing accomplishments, 
they remain among the workers of 
iniquity who walk in the darkness. 
No wonder the great apostle speaks 
carefully, for he speaks in the fear of 
the Lord.

Sometimes we sing a hymn, “I 
have decided to follow Jesus,” in a 
spirit that suggests that although 
everyone else may hesitate, we 
will follow Him all the way. By all 
means let us sing it, but let us do so 
with trembling, not forgetting that 
the great apostle Peter also once 
promised that even if all the others 
failed the Lord, he would never do 
so!

I recently received a letter in 
which a young man wrote to me, 
“We at any rate will go all the way.” 
I know that he meant this with all 
his heart, but I fear that he does not 
know himself yet, for every man has 
limits to what he can endure. For 
everyone of us there are tests which 
are too much for us. Praise God 
that He knows everyone of us and 
has promised not to let us be tested 
beyond our ability, but meanwhile 
we should choose to speak words 
of quiet faith rather than enlarged 
words of what we propose to do.

Would any of us be able to stand 
the test of Gethsemane? Would we 

be able to stand on Calvary? There 
is only One who was steadfast in 
every trial, and He did it because 
none of us could ever have been 
able to do so. Proud words do not 
strengthen faith, however well-
meant they may be. Thank God that 
modest words do not diminish faith 
or weaken it. When we do not feel 
any spiritual superiority then we are 
the more ready to put on the whole 
armor of God, for we know how 
weak we would be without that ar-
mor. Its first constituent is truth as 
a girdle round our loins, and that 
means truth about ourselves as well 
as truth about our Savior and Lord. 
With this armor the weakest can 
stand, overcome in the evil day, and 
still be standing when all is done 
(Eph. 6:13).

Concerning Resurrection
As I have said, that which is di-

vine is not in our possession in the 
same way as other possessions are. 
We “possess” what is divine with 
that due fear and trembling which 
is characteristic of faith, that is, 
with certainty because Christ is 
faithful, and yet with trembling 
because it is at present invisible. If 
one dare speak of varying degrees 
in divine matters, then so far as I 
can see, resurrection is among the 
highest. It lies quite beyond our 
reach and exceeds all human un-
derstanding. Unlike us, Paul had 
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actually seen into the eternal world, 
and he had heard words which it is 
unlawful for a man to utter (2 Cor. 
12:1-4). Had this experience given 
him a carnal assurance which made 
the future all plain and straightfor-
ward, without any problems? No, 
for he used modest words when he 
spoke of this: “If by means I may 
attain unto the resurrection from 
the dead” (Phil. 3:11). The more 
we see into the realms of holiness 
and love, the more we tremble even 
while at the same time we yearn for 
their full fulfillment.

Quiet confidence is right and 
seemly, but it ill becomes any of us 
to be cocksure when the apostle is 
cautious. For his part he made it 
plain that nothing would prevent 
him from progressing towards the 
goal which is sure for those who are 
“found in Christ,” and to this end 
was resolved even to bring his body 
into bondage (1 Cor. 9:27). Such 
language reveals an aspect of apos-
tolic faith which we do well to copy.

Concerning Poverty of Spirit
Why are Paul’s utterances always 

permeated with a modesty which 
avoids proud words of cocksure-
ness? It was because he had learned 
to know himself more thoroughly. 
As Saul of Tarsus he had been con-
vinced that he had standing with 
God and was spiritually in front 
of most, so that before God he was 

someone to be reckoned with. Just 
imagine! So far as the righteousness 
of the law was concerned he knew 
himself to be blameless. What a 
strong character, a veritable man of 
God he seemed to be! But then that 
light fell upon him which one day 
will shine upon us all, and then he 
saw himself as he really was. It was 
a fearful sight, for all that imagined 
blamelessness was seen to be noth-
ing other than a filthy and defiled 
garment. There was not in his life a 
single thing which could make him 
acceptable to God. His professed 
sincerity was nothing, for in fact his 
intended goodwill had really not 
been good at all, for he was an en-
emy of the will of God, an enemy of 
love, an enemy of God Himself.

He discovered that there was to-
tal and absolute distance between 
God and himself. There was no 
connecting link between him and 
the Almighty. The gulf seemed in-
superable. It was then, and only 
then, that he understood what no 
one knows without divine illumi-
nation, that salvation is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but 
of God who has mercy (Rom. 9:16). 
Who can appreciate this apart from 
those who have been completely 
exposed to the light of God? How-
ever when Paul learned this truth 
and that God’s love is completely 
undeserved and incomprehensible,

(Continued on page 50)
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I read recently of a pious but 
cranky old lady who was greatly an-
noyed because her neighbors forgot 
to ask her to go on their picnic. On 
the morning of the event they sud-
denly realized they had neglected 
to invite her and sent a little boy to 
ask her to come along. “It is too late, 
now,” she snapped. “I have already 
prayed for rain.”

This is a rather emphatic illus-
tration of the littleness of heart of 
which humans are capable. It seems 
that certain people are predisposed 
to certain sins. The ambitious are 
apt to become proud, the acquisitive 
may become greedy and miserly, the 
volatile person may be subject to 
elation or depression. But all of us 
are tempted to littleness of heart.

We are told in 1 Kings 4:29 that 
“God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much, 
and largeness of heart.” The gift of 
large-heartedness was certainly not 
the least of these bestowments.

It is a beautiful thing about our 
Christian faith that it offers us 
deliverance from the sin of little-
ness. Jesus promised, in John 10:10, 
“life and life more abundantly.” 
This life—His life in us—provides 
in us the power to overcome evil, 
not with evil but with good (Rom. 
12:21). No one can faithfully, truly 

follow Jesus and live a mean, nar-
row, little life.

True Christian living becomes, 
then, Christ the center of life, the 
ideal, the pattern. Hence our lives, 
our thoughts and feelings, our men-
tal, moral, and spiritual outreach 
describe a new circle—a farther cir-
cumference.

If we will not be little in spirit, 
we need not. What, then, stands 
between us and that largeness of 
heart that should mark us as truly 
Christian? I feel sure, if we were to 
ask Jesus this question, He would 
mention some of the following cor-
roding, crippling, and carnal things.

Selfishness is sure to hem us 
in. Jesus underlines the danger of 
this sin in strong terms as He says, 
“Whoever will save his life shall lose 
it” (Matt. 16:25). He does not mean 
to save it in the sense of avoid-
ing needless danger. He does not 
mean that we are to squander life in 
thoughtless, careless disregard for 
the value of the treasure of life.

Life is a precious thing. I killed 
a bug in our home the other day 
and remarked to my wife as I did so, 
“If he enjoys life as much as I do, I 
hate to take it from him but I can’t 
have bugs in my home.” The inci-
dent set me to thinking about life as 
a treasure. How foolish to risk it in 

The Sin of Being Little
Wilbur E. Nelson
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rash, shallow and useless pursuits. I 
don’t think of people who lay their 
lives on the balances against need-
less danger and petty prizes as he-
roes—to me they are at least mildly 
insane.

But to cling greedily to life as a 
physical continuity, to treasure it 
to the point where one forfeits the 
very qualities that make it worth 
living, is not prudent but selfish, and 
makes of living only a dim shadow 
of the blessed and beautiful thing it 
may and should be.

Another thing that shrivels the 
soul is worldliness. The Bible says, 
“If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him” (1 John 

2:15). What is worldliness? Usu-
ally when we begin to define it we 
are inclined to describe some of its 
evidences, which is a mistake be-
cause we point out some things we 
consider a mark of a worldly spirit 
and neglect other, often more sub-
tle symptoms. It seems to me that 
worldliness is the state of mind that 
elevates the things and fashions and 
interests of time to levels higher 
than those of eternity. It may be 
identified by slavishness to worldly 
fashion, by grasping after worldly 
goods, by chasing after worldly 
amusement, but it is basically a con-
dition of the heart.

Sometimes sorrow, which has, as 
Dante once said, the power to “re-
marry us to God” and make Him 
real to us, has the opposite effect, 
because we accept our sorrows in 
a wrong, rebellious way and turn 
our thoughts inward, going into a 
cramped shrunken little shell.

I have seen this happen. I have 
known people who have interpreted 
some adversity or sorrow that came 
into their lives as a cruel blow from 
God. The faith they had claimed 
turned out to be merely a fair-
weather truce with God and they 
have fed on resentment and bit-
terness until they do absolutely no 
good in their lives, to God or any-

one else. They have drawn a little 
circle of self-pity about themselves 
and there they stay.

We might mention pride, envy, 
wrath, brutishness, impatience, sen-
suality—so many things can dwarf 
our souls and wither our influence. 
But let us say that, whatever the sin 
that shrinks our spirits and stains 
our lives, Christ can deliver us from 
it—can liberate us from our little-
ness and give us largeness of heart, 
abundant life and lasting satisfac-
tion, if we will come to Him, re-
ceiving the gift of His grace and the 
victorious power of His Spirit.

(From Grace Broadcaster.)

Another thing that shrivels the soul is worldliness.
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An old Maori woman had won 
the name of “Warrior Brown” be-
cause of her fighting qualities. She 
was converted and gave her testi-
mony to a group gathered in her 
old haunts of sin, when some fool-
ish person hit her a nasty blow with 
a potato. “Warrior” picked up the 

potato without a word and carried 
it home. When the harvest festi-
val came, “Warrior” brought a little 
sack of potatoes and explained that 
she had cut up and planted the in-
sulting potato, and was now pre-
senting the Lord with the increase.

“Overcome Evil with Good”

The Imperfect Fence
“Therefore be perfect, even as 

your Father who is in heaven, is 
perfect” (Matt. 5:48) A wealthy 
farmer responded to the witness of 
a Christian employee by saying, “I 
will admit I am not perfect. I get 
pretty angry sometimes. I swear a 
little, and sometimes tell a lie: but 
I don’t cheat people, and I give lib-
erally to good causes. I figure I am 
better than the average individual, 
with enough good points to offset 
my weaknesses. This should get me 
into Heaven.”

That evening when the hired 
hand who had tried to testify to his 
boss came in from building a fence, 
the employer said, “Well, Jack, is 
the fence all tight and strong?”

The man replied, “I can’t say 
that it is perfect, but it ought to 
do. Some parts are a little weak, 
but others are extra firm. There are 
a few gaps in it, but I made up for 
them by doubling the rails on each 

side of the openings. Perhaps it is 
not entirely satisfactory, but consid-
ering everything, it strikes a good 
average.”

The farmer exploded. “Why you 
might as well not have built the 
fence at all. If there is even one 
weak spot, the cattle will find it and 
go through. It must be perfect or it 
is worthless.”

“I used to think so,” came the re-
ply, “but I have heard you talking so 
much about averaging matters with 
the Lord, it seemed to me we might 
try the same logic with the cattle.”

I am sure you get the message. 
Man cannot build a “fence of sin-
less righteousness.” Anyone who 
would try to earn heaven by works 
would have to be perfect in order 
to meet God’s requirements. Since 
no one can measure up to His stan-
dard, everyone needs forgiveness by 
grace through faith in Christ!”

(From Daily Bread, 1971.)
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“This know also that in the last 
days perilous times shall come; for 
men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those who are good, 
traitors, heady, high minded, lov-
ers of pleasures rather than lovers 
of God; having a form of godli-
ness but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away. For of this sort 
are they who creep into houses and 
lead captive silly women laden with 
sins, led away with divers lusts, ever 
learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. Now as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Mo-
ses, so do these also resist the truth: 
men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith. But they shall 
proceed no further, for their folly 
shall be manifest unto all, as theirs 
also was” (2 Tim. 3:1-9).

Now it is peculiarly solemn to 
mark the nature of this resistance 
to the truth. The mode in which 
“Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses” was simply by imitating, 
so far as they were able, whatever 
he did. We do not find that they 
attributed his miraculous actions 
to a false or evil energy, but rather 

that they sought to neutralize their 
power upon the conscience by do-
ing the same things.

What Moses did they could do 
so that, after all, there was no great 
difference. One was as good as the 
other. A miracle is a miracle. If 
Moses wrought miracles to get the 
people out of Egypt, they could 
work miracles to keep them in; so 
where was the difference?

From all this we learn the sol-
emn truth that the most Satanic 
resistance to God’s testimony in 
the world is offered by those who, 
though they imitate the effects of 
the truth, have but “the form of 
godliness” and “deny the power 
thereof.” Persons of this class can 
do the same things, adopt the same 
habits and forms, use the same 
phraseology, profess the same opin-
ions as others. If the true Christian, 
constrained by the love of Christ, 
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, 
visits the sick, circulates the Scrip-
tures, distributes tracts, supports 
the gospel, engages in prayer, sings 
praise, preaches the gospel, the for-
malist can do every one of these 
things; and this, be it observed, 
is the special character of the re-
sistance offered to the truth “in 
the last days”—this is the spirit of 
“Jannes and Jambres.” How needful 

Jannes and Jambres
C.H. Mackintosh
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to understand this! How important 
to remember that, “as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses, so do” 
those self-loving, world-seeking, 
pleasure-hunting professors, “re-
sist the truth!” They would not be 
without “a form of godliness”; but, 
while adopting “the form,” because 
it is customary, they hate “the pow-
er,” because it involves self-denial. 
“The power” of godliness involves 
the recognition of God’s claims, the 
implanting of His kingdom in the 
heart, and the consequent exhibi-

tion thereof in the whole life and 
character; but the formalist knows 
nothing of this. “The power” of 
godliness could never agree with 
any one of those hideous features 
set forth in the foregoing quota-
tion; but “the form,” while it cov-
ers them over, leaves them wholly 
unsubdued; and this the formalist 
likes. He does not want his lusts 
subdued, his pleasures interfered 
with, his passions curbed, his affec-
tions governed, his heart purified. 
He wants just as much religion as 
will enable him “to make the best 
of both worlds.” He knows noth-
ing of giving up the world that is 
because of having found “the world 
to come.”

In marking the forms of Satan’s 
opposition to the truth of God, 
we find that his method has ever 
been, first, to oppose it by open 
violence; then, if that did not suc-
ceed, to corrupt it by producing a 
counterfeit. Hence, he first sought 
to slay Moses (Exod. 2:15), and 
having failed to accomplish his 
purpose, he sought to imitate his 
works.

Thus, too, has it been in refer-
ence to the truth committed to 
the Church of God. Satan’s early 

efforts showed themselves in con-
nection with the wrath of the chief 
priests and elders, the judgment 
seat, the prison, and the sword. But 
in the passage just quoted from 2 
Timothy, we find no reference to 
any such agency. Often violence 
has made way for the far more wily 
and dangerous instrumentality of a 
powerless form, an empty profes-
sion, a human counterfeit. The en-
emy, instead of appearing with the 
sword of persecution in his hand, 
walks about with the cloak of pro-
fession on his shoulders. He pro-
fesses and imitates that which he 
once opposed and persecuted and, 
by so doing, gains most appalling 
advantages for the time being. The 

The power of godliness involves the recognition of God’s 
claims, the implanting of His kingdom in the heart, and the 
consequent exhibition thereof in the whole life and character
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fearful forms of moral evil which, 
from age to age, have stained the 
page of human history, instead of 
being found only where we might 
naturally look for them, amid the 
dens and caves of human darkness, 
are to be found carefully arranged 
beneath the drapery of a cold, pow-
erless, uninfluential profession, and 
this is one of Satan’s grand master-
pieces.

That man, as a fallen, corrupt 
creature, should love himself, be 
covetous, boastful, proud, and the 
like, is natural; but that he should 
be all these beneath the fair cover-
ing of “a form of godliness” marks 
the special energy of Satan in his 
resistance to the truth in “the last 
days.” That man should stand forth 
in the bold exhibition of those 

hideous vices, lusts, and passions 
which are the necessary results of 
departure from the source of in-
finite holiness and purity, is only 
what might be expected, for man 
will be what he is to the end of the 
chapter. But on the other hand, 
when we find the holy name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ connected 
with man’s wickedness and deadly 
evil—when we find holy principles 
connected with unholy practices—
when we find all the characteris-
tics of Gentile corruption, referred 
to in the first chapter of Romans, 
associated with “a form of godli-
ness,” then, truly, we may say, these 
are the terrible features of “the 
last days”; this is the resistance of 
“Jannes and Jambres.”

(From Notes on Exodus.)

Much Knowing, Little Doing
Larry Ondrejack

“Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15).

“We spend too much time on 
theory and too little time on prac-
tice, and the imbalance is greatly 
hampering the environmental 
movement. Talking may make 
us feel good, but it is only action 
that will get the job done.” As the 
speaker on the environmental is-
sues program made this statement, 
I thought of how the truth of his 

words might also be applied to the 
Christian “movement.” I think it is 
safe to say that most Christians are 
talking far too much and doing far 
too little about actually promoting 
the cause of Christ to those around 
them.

Years ago, I met a young woman 
at a Bible conference in New Jersey 
who told me how many conferenc-
es she had attended in the previous 
year and how many notes she had 
taken. Needless to say, I was im-
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pressed. But is this how we are to 
measure our faith—by how many 
meetings we attend and how many 
notes we take?

Don’t get me wrong. I am all 
in favor of Bible conferences and 
note-taking. Both are helpful ways 
to put into practice the apostle 
Paul’s simple design for becom-
ing a Christian worker: “Study to 
show yourselves approved unto 
God, a workman who needs not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
Word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). But 
will Bible conference attendance 
and note-taking alone bring us 
the happiness mentioned in John 
13:17: “If you know these things, 
happy are you if you do them”? Isn’t 
it what we do with what we have 
learned that makes us a real worker, 
and a happy one at that?

Consider how much time we 
spend reading and listening to the 
Gospel. Mark 16:15 (above) tells us 
that we have been commissioned 
to pass on this good news to those 
all around us, and not just take it in 
for ourselves. As the song (below) 
says, “We’re saved, saved to tell 
others.” Yet many of us have trou-

ble speaking of Christ to those in 
our family, neighborhood, school, 
or workplace. Yet this is the pur-
pose for which He came—to com-
mission us to share the Good News 
with others. Have we responded to 
His commission with any action?

It is far better to know only a 
few Gospel verses and rub them to-
gether near somebody’s dead wood 
and thereby enkindle in them the 
spark of new life, than it is to have 
notebooks full of comments on 
Scripture and warm nobody’s heart 
but our own with them. It is sad to 
consider that while we may know 
“these things” we may not be ex-
periencing the blessing of actually 
doing anything with them.

*   *   *
We’re saved, saved to tell others
 Of the Man of Galilee.
Saved, saved to live daily
 For the Christ of Calvary.
Saved, saved to invite you
 To His salvation free.
We’re saved, saved, saved by His blood
 For all eternity. –Arthur Woolsey

(From Grace and Truth Maga-
zine, March 2013, Danville, Illi-
nois; used by permission.)

Conference Notices
The Bible Conference at Cedar Falls, Iowa is scheduled to be held Au-

gust 4-9, 2015.
The Bible Conference at Lebanon, Pennsylvania is scheduled to be held 

November 5-8, 2015.


