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John 10:9 Jesus said, “I am the Door. If anyone enters by
Me, he will be saved.” In John 14:6 He declared, “I am
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” We would plead with you,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved”
(Acts 16:31).

'The Bible also says, “By grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).
Some may be asking, “Don’t I have to do something to
earn or merit my salvation? Ephesians 2:10 adds, “For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should
walk in them.” In other words, we will not earn heaven by
our good works, but having placed our dependence upon
the PERFECT WORK of Christ on the cross for our
sins, we will want to live in a way that pleases God as
our way of saying, “Thank you, Lord Jesus, for saving my
soul.”

As you make preparations, such as social distancing, to
protect you from the coronavirus, do not forget the Lord’s
appeal to you that He once wrote to Israel, “Prepare to
meet your God” (Amos 4:12).

—Dennis J. Oberg and Paul L. Canner
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CORONAVIRUS: AREYOU PREPARED?

Practically the whole world is thinking about this deadly
disease and it is striking fear and panic in the hearts of
many. If the disease itself is not bad enough, the social
disruption brought about by the disease—the closing of
schools, churches, malls, restaurants, places of entertain-
ment, termination of athletic events, loss of part-time jobs
and income, etc.—are of great concern to all. Let us turn
to the Bible to see what it has to say about infectious dis-
eases.

Obviously, our all-knowing God has always known about
the coronavirus and every other infectious disease. How-
ever, the Holy Spirit led some of His faithful servants to
write the Holy Scriptures using language and terminol-
ogy that could be understood in every age of history, so
we don’t read about viruses and bacteria and other micro-
organisms. But we do read about PESTILENCES from
early in Biblical history. One of the most well-known
passages on this subject is found in the book of Exodus
when God sent various plagues and diseases to the peo-
ple of Egypt so they would let His people leave for the
land of Canaan. In Exodus 9:13-16 God told Moses to
tell Pharaoh (the King of Egypt): “Thus says the LORD
God of the Hebrews, Let My people go, that they may



