
No More Stealing
thing back into the bag and made his 
way to the Bible Society headquarters 
in Santiago. This was the address on 
the Gospel Portions and the only place 
he could think of to return the purse. 
Telling the clerk in the bookstore that 
he had found the bag, he left it and 
walked out.

Maria was delighted, but surprised 
to get her bag back. She opened 

it immediately. Everything was 
there—almost. One of the Por-

tions was missing. 
Instead, there was 
a note reading, “I 
am sorry that I 
stole your purse. 
That was wrong. 
But finding the 
Book of God was 
not. I have kept 
one. I cannot pay 
you for it because 

I am poor. But I don’t think I shall 
steal again!”

No one in the Bible Society knows 
who the thief was or whether they will 
ever see him again. But they do know 
that reading God’s Word will change 
his life and just possibly he may return 
for a New Testament. Perhaps then 
they can find additional information 

Maria was on her way home from a 
meeting when her purse was snatched. 
She had been attending a local gath-
ering of the “Mujeres in Accion” 
(“Women in Action”), a group of dedi-
cated Christian volunteers who were 
helping the Bible Society in Chile, 
South America, to reach out to oth-
ers with the Word of God. 
While there, she had 
obtained a quantity of 
Gospel Portions to use 
with her personal 
witness. Now they 
had been stolen. 
She was very upset.

The thief was 
also upset to find 
only a few coins 
in her purse and a 
few pieces of fruit 
which she had 
kept to eat on the 
bus on the way home. Then the Gospel 
Portions caught his eye. He picked 
one up and began to turn the pages. 
The booklet was written in a form of 
Spanish he could easily understand. 
And he was even more intrigued by 
the pictures. He didn’t steal anything 
more that day.

The next day he put almost every-
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about the thief who “will not steal 
again.”

Stealing is only one form of sin 
that people do. There are many ways 
of sinning that we may practice. And 
we do all sin, for the Bible says, “All 
have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). So that 
includes YOU, dear reader, even if you 
have never stolen anything. But the 
Bible offers a remedy for sin. It says, 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

I remember reading somewhere 
that in old China there was a thieves’ 
society. If a man did not wish to 
be robbed, he paid a yearly sum of 
money to this society and then they 
respected his belongings and did not 
steal them.

At first, a British officer who was 
in China refused to pay this extraordi-
nary tax, and to his surprise he found 
that his things began to disappear 
one after another. So he came to the 

conclusion that it would be better 
to pay the thieves’ tax and keep his 
belongings.

Then he had another surprise. 
After he had paid the tax, his things 
came back again one at a time; how 
and when he could not tell.

Now, whatever unusual practices 
they may have had in China, we know 
that stealing is not right, for when the 
law of God was given by Moses, one 
of the commandments was,

and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). We need only to tell the 
Lord Jesus that we are sorry for the 
bad things that we have done, and He 
will forgive us. He can do this because 
He has already taken the punishment 
for our sins when He died on Calvary’s 
cross. Will you accept this work that He 
has done for you and believe on Him 
today? I hope that you will.

—A.B.S. Record, Adapted 

An Object Lesson on Stealing



MeMory Verse
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly”  

(John 10:10).

“Thou shalt not steal” 
(Exodus 20:15). Also, in Exodus 22 we 
read that if a man stole an ox or an ass 
and it was found in his posses-
sion he was to give back double, 
or if he sold the ox, he had to 
give back five times as 
much! This shows us 
how displeased God 
was with steal-
ing. Many other 
verses might be 
quoted to prove 
the same, such as: 
“I the Lord...hate 
robbery” (Isaiah 61:8). 
Also, “Whoso robbeth his father 
or his mother, and saith, It is no trans-
gression, the same is the companion of 
a destroyer” (Proverbs 28:24).

But when we come to the New 
Testament it is expressed in other 
ways. Here it says,

“Let him that stole  
steal no more”

(Ephesians 4:28). From this we know 
that even a thief may have forgive-
ness, but he is to steal no more, for no 
thieves shall inherit the kingdom of 
God (see 1 Corinthians 6:10). Though 
a Christian may be called to suffer for 
the Lord, yet let him not suffer as a 
thief (see 1 Peter 4:15).

Now I suppose all boys and girls 
have a treasure of some kind, some-
thing that they value very much. We 
read that we should not lay up treasure 
for ourselves on earth, where thieves 

break through  
and steal:

but rather lay up treasure in heaven, 
“For where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).
I have only one more verse on this 

subject. You know that when a thief 
is going to do his bad work 

he does not send 
word that he is 
coming, because 
he does not want 

anyone to know 
it. Now when the 
Lord comes again, 

He is not going to 
send word, so we read 
these words, “The day 
of the Lord so cometh 
as

a thief in 
the night”

(1 Thessalonians 5:2). This is a very 
solemn verse and we all do well to 
pay attention to it, because the world 
will be found asleep when that takes 
place. Only those who have accepted 
the Lord as their Saviour will hear 
the shout when Jesus comes to the 
clouds to take all who are saved back 
to heaven with Him. There will be 
no warning of that day, so it is very 
important that we are prepared. How 
do we get prepared? By telling Jesus 
that we are sorry for our sins and by 
believing that He died for them. If you 
have done this, you will be ready when 
He comes and will gladly go with Him 
to live in heaven forever. —Sel.
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Thieves

Across
4. “If THIEVES came to thee, if ___ by 

night ... would they not have stolen till 
they had enough?” (Obadiah 1:5)

5. “Saying unto them, It is written, My house 
is the house of prayer: but ye have made it 
a ___ of THIEVES” (Luke 19:46).

7. “Nor THIEVES, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
___ the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
6:10).

8. “All that ever came before Me are 
THIEVES and robbers: but the ___ did 
not hear them” (John 10:8).

9. “Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto him that ___ among 
the THIEVES?” (Luke 10:36)

Down
1. “For was not Israel a derision unto thee? 

was he ___ among THIEVES?” (Jer-
emiah 48:27)

2. “Thy ___ are rebellious, and companions 
of THIEVES” (Isaiah 1:23).

3. “And with Him they ___ two THIEVES; 
the one on His right hand, and the other 
on His left” (Mark 15:27).

6. “But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven ... where THIEVES do not break 
through nor ___” (Matthew 6:20).

8. “The THIEVES also, which were cruci-
fied with Him, cast the ___ in His teeth” 
(Matthew 27:44).
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