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n 2009 Henry Furniss and his wife 

Nasima Siddiqui were still personal 

trainers for many of London’s 

movers & shakers. The credit 

crunch was gripping hard but then so was 

the great renaissance in British Cycling 

and Henry was moonlighting as an Elite 

cyclist, “our personal training clients 

were burying themselves in recreation 

due to the downturn, amazingly fast one 

after another they got hooked on cycling, 

many of them wanting custom bikes, 

but hard times dictated that they didn’t 

want to pay 5k for a handmade frame 

offering from the USA which seemed 

the norm at the time”.  It was all the 

motivation Furniss & Siddiqui needed, 

they decided to take the plunge and all 

but quit personal training, they pooled 

their resources to start designing custom 

frames, European custom frames without 

the 5K price tag. After a brainstorm their 

middle names, Wyndham & Camilla were 

duly amalgamated and WyndyMilla was 

launched from their garden shed.

Since 2009 WyndyMilla has moved out 

of one shed into another in the relative 

luxury of a converted dairy in the sleepy 

village of Seale in the Surrey Hills, with 

plans gathering momentum to open a 

flagship WyndyMilla HQ & Café on Hampton 

Court Road in 2015, “we could never 

have anticipated the speed with which 

WyndyMilla would grow, funding that kind 

of growth has not been easy, it’s been a 

white knuckle ride, but we wouldn’t have 

it any other way”. WyndyMilla is now 

providing full custom builds across a range 

of frames to suit every type of rider as 

well as their in house WyndyMilla brand 

of technical & casual clothing. Without 

the constraints making frames in a mould 

WyndyMilla can literally plan every aspect 

of a build from bottom bracket choice, 

carbon layup, cable routing, mix of tubes, 

standard, direct mount or disk brakes as 

well as designing the geometry to the mm, 

no two custom builds from WyndyMilla are 

the same.

WyndyMilla bikes are designed, built 

and painted in the Surrey Hills with the 

frames hand made in Italy as well as some 

prototyping in Germany. WyndyMilla use 

four different artisan frame builders in 

Italy’s cycling heartland just outside Venice. 

Each builder specializes in a different 

material, WyndyMilla designs in carbon, 

aluminium and now in their first departure 

from full custom, they are building in steel 

too, “we’d wanted to introduce steel to our 

range for a long time, but were keen to 

do something really special, we wanted to 

get it right and we wanted to keep it hand 

made in Italy”. After a couple of years in 

the planning WyndyMilla has just launched 

its ‘Johnny Cake’ range of steel bikes and 

wool blend clothing. Furniss enthusiastically 

refers to the range as a contemporary take 

on a classic idea and by the look of it; it’s 

exactly what it says on the box.

The Johnny Cake frames are made of 

WyndyMilla’s own secret squirrel blend 

of Italian Columbus tubing and with a full 

carbon fork in the mix they are surprisingly 

light for a steel rig with bosses for 

mudguards, rack & clearance for 28c tyres. 

Furniss explains that steel technology has 

come on a long way, the choices are mind 

boggling, and it is amazing what you can 

do.  For the Johnny Cakes WyndyMilla have 

used their custom pedigree to come up 

with 4 stock sizes for men & 2 for women. 

Again with paint WyndyMilla have shied 

away from their normal offering of full 

custom paint in favour of stock options of 

Team Pink, Full Fat Blue, Semi Skimmed 

Green & Skimmed red, all with some subtly 

exposed steel detail which looks really 

neat. The finishing kit on the new range will 

come in the form of TEC. Paris Roubaix 

and Tour de France stage winner Magnus 

Backstedt is the man behind TEC in the 

UK. Furniss & Backstedt have worked 

closely together using TEC across the board 

on WyndyMilla’s Pro teams of which Magnus 

has been a major part. “TEC is a brand 

within the Cycleurope group” Backstedt 

explains, “the components and accessories 

in its range are characterised by innovative 

technology, superlative quality and state-of-

the-art design. It applies whether you take 

it to the roads or venture on a mountain 

bike. I have been part of developing some 

of these products and testing a lot of them 

over the last few years. What can i say? 

I’m very happy with the products and that 

Backstedt Sports Ltd are now importing 

them to the UK”.

“The Johnny Cakes have been a major 

project for us, and a particularly price 

sensitive journey”. The brief WyndyMilla 

gave themselves, was to develop a silky 

smooth stock size steel frame, still 

handmade & painted Italy utilising the best 

material on offer, but at an affordable price. 

With the attention to detail and thought 

that has gone into this labour of love, it 

looks like they may just have pulled it off 

and with a matching range of Italian wool 

blend kit mixing traditional good looks with 

modern fabric it makes it hard to resist 

jumping in!
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INFORMATION:
Full bike Shimano 105/Campagnolo Veloce 
build from £1695 on the road.
Full bike Shimano Ultegra build from £1895 
on the road.
Frame only £950.
www.wyndymilla.com 
www.teccomponents.com  
backstedtsports.com
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