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’m willing to bet that if the owners had a 
pound for every time they’d been asked if the 
name has anything to do with 1960s kids TV 
show Camberwick Green, they’d be sitting 

on a beach sipping cocktails in the Bahamas, not running 
a bike shop in Surrey. The name WyndyMilla is actually 
concocted from the founding partners’ middle names. 
That done with, let’s get down to business. 

I’ve got to start with the paint job because it was by  
far the biggest talking point whenever I took the Beastie 
Boy out for a ride. Union Jack on one side and Italian 
Tricolour on the other, it’s a paint scheme as divided  
as the opinions of it. It might as well have been painted  
in Marmite. But this particular paint job tells a story, 
alluding to its Anglo-Italian collaboration. 

Each bike starts life at WyndyMilla’s Searle HQ in  
the Surrey Hills. ‘Everything begins with a bike-fitting 
consultation,’ explains co-founder Henry Furniss. Stock 
sizes are available, but with only a small extra charge it’s 

no wonder most customers go for the full custom option. 
As it states proudly on the frame, this is a ‘rare British 
custom’ and you can’t deny it’s certainly rare to find  
that service in aluminium these days. 

Bikes are designed at the HQ and the drawings are  
sent to Venice, Italy, where the frames are handmade  
and shipped back, raw, to Surrey, to be hand-painted just 
a few miles down the road from where it was conceived. 
Because every bike is hand-painted, you can get quite 
creative. Amazingly, Furniss refers to this frame as ‘still 
quite understated compared to what they can do’. So, if 
you can imagine it, chances are the painters can create  
it, including fully airbrushed effects, if your pockets  
are deep enough.

The quality of the finish on the Beastie Boy is superb 
– both frame construction and paint. In fact, the welds 
are so smooth and neat that many of its ‘admirers’ 
mistook the frame for carbon initially. It feels somewhat 
reminiscent of the Cannondales of the mid-1990s. But 

WyndyMilla 
Beastie Boy
Subtle, it ain’t. But if you’re looking for grin-inducing 
thrills, the Beastie Boy is an Anglo-Italian delight 

 I

‘The quality 
of the finish 

is superb – 
both frame 

construction 
and paint’

The spec
Model  
WyndyMilla Beastie Boy

Groupset  
shimano Dura-Ace Di2

Deviations  
TRp R960 brakes

Wheels 
Use 4.5c

extras 
Use carbon bottle cages

price 
stock from £1,175  
(frame, fork, headset); 
custom from £1,375

contact  
www.wyndymilla.com
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why plug aluminium these days in a market almost 
entirely sold on the carbon marvel? Furniss believes 
‘good-quality aluminium is a better bet than low-grade, 
cheap carbon.’ Whether or not you agree with his way  
of thinking really depends on what you want a bike to  
do, and what you’re expecting in terms of ride feel. 

There’s no getting away from the fact that aluminium 
frames often deliver a harsh ride feel, but if something a 
bit feisty is what you’re looking for then Furniss probably 
has a good case. The Beastie Boy is as full-on as the music 
of its namesake. It is described by Furniss as ‘race ready’ 
and, sure enough, riding the Beastie Boy is like being hit 
on the backside with a cricket bat. It’s super rigid. So 
much so, I can’t remember having ridden anything as 
solid in a long while. But I liked it. It has a strange way of 
rejuvenating your riding style. You can’t help getting out 
of the saddle and sprinting, because when you do it will 
feel like not an ounce of your input is being squandered 
and you’ll frequently find yourself baring your teeth  
in a combination of grin and aggressive gurn. 

The sensation of speed and the way that you can read 
the road surface is quite special. It’s probably how you 
would feel if you were to drive a racing go-kart out on the 
open road. You will detect every slight surface bump and 
ripple through your hands and backside, but that will be 
quickly overshadowed by the fun you’re having. It’s as 
agile as a go-kart too, with sharp handling that responds 
swiftly and precisely to your demands. The chunky 
carbon fork proves to be a worthy sidekick, backing  
up the stiffness of the aluminium frame. 

Even with stiffness in abundance, the Beastie Boy is 
not a twitchy, nervous ride at all. Stability is generally 
good, and when descending fast you can easily take a 
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AnoDiseD BRAkes

The TRP R960 red anodised 
brakes are a trick add-on 
- if you’re into the whole 
CNCed alloy aesthetic - but 
performance-wise they 
can’t match the stopping 
power of Dura-Ace brakes.

‘Riding it is like 
being hit on  
the backside  
by a cricket  

bat. It’s  
super  
rigid’
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hand off to point out a pothole to a rider behind you, or 
take a drinks bottle, and not worry about losing control. 

Bits and bobs
Adding another ‘home grown’ aspect to the build, 
Sussex-based USE provides the finishing kit, perfectly 
complementing the frame. The bars and stem are very 
stiff and the seatpost offers little respite from the road 
shocks coming up through the rear triangle. Everything 
is designed for speed, at the expense of comfort.

USE’s 4.5C wheels also impressed me. I’ll admit I was 
a little sceptical earlier this year when USE launched a 
wheel range, coming up against an enormous amount  
of competition in this sector, but the 4.5 clinchers put  
up a solid performance. Laterally they’re very stiff, and 
although their tendency was towards feeling a little 
sluggish on the climbs, generally they rolled well. The 
braking surface delivered smooth and predictable 
stopping, with reasonable performance in the wet, too. 

The grouspet is a bit of a hotchpotch. Combining 
Shimano’s 10-speed Dura-Ace Di2 with the latest 11- 
speed Dura-Ace chainset poses no problems. But while 
the TRP R960 brakes look very trick, I’d have preferred  
it if they’d stuck to Shimano. The performance of the 
TRPs, while adequate, is not up to the level of the latest 
top-end brakes from the Dura-Ace camp. And as an 
aside, the bulkier caliper design also means clearance  
is tight even for a 23mm tyre on the rear. 

Getting to the fine detail, I liked the headset top cap 
with its simple message to ‘Enjoy Life – Go Cycling’.  
Furniss says the reason is because ‘you spend quite a  
bit of time staring at it when you ride – don’t you? So I 
thought it needed to have something on it’. Indeed, I’ve 
probably spent more time staring at top caps than any 
other single item in my entire life. Touches like that  
work with a bike like the Beastie Boy. It’s in character, 
and is also perhaps indicative of the way Furniss, and 
WyndyMilla, approaches life, business and cycling. 

My lasting impression of the Beastie Boy is the way  
it encouraged me to ride more aggressively than I have  
for a long time. While it wouldn’t be anyone’s choice for  
a do-it-all bike, if you could have it in your armoury for 
race day, or just to annihilate some Strava segments, then 
it might just turn out to be better than a coach in terms  
of motivating you to get out and ride fast.
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hAnD-pAinTeD fRAMe

Not one bit of the Beastie Boy’s incredible 
livery is achieved with decals. It’s all 
painstakingly masked and painted by hand 
– even the wording. And, if we’re to take 
WyndyMilla co-founder Henry Furniss at 
his word, the painters actually mapped 
out a precisely measured Union Jack flag 
and applied it to the frame accordingly so 
that, when viewed from the side, the lines 
should all fit together perfectly. Now that’s 
attention to detail.

The detail

sTylinG

You won’t have to fight for 
your right to do anything 
with a Beastie Boy. The 
choice is entirely yours.

‘My lasting impression of the 
bike is the way it encouraged 
me to ride more aggressively 
than I have for a long time’
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