


 

A message from our founder… 
 

At present, we are all saddened by the plight of families 

traveling from Guatemala and other Central American 

countries to the United States. Whatever the specific 

circumstances, in the end there is no question that they 

feel trapped by relentless poverty with no way out.  In one 

word, it is despair that compels them to undertake the 

perilous journey north.  

 

Since our founding almost 30 years ago, Mayan Hands has been all about providing 

opportunities.  We partner with Mayan women, the poorest and most marginalized 

sector in Guatemalan society. We work to open markets that enable the women to 

receive a fair and regular income for their beautiful handcrafted goods. Through this 

process the women have gained the self-confidence that comes with knowing that 

their work is valued, their kids are all in school, and their daughters are bucking the 

trend for Mayan girls that normally attend school only for a few years. The women are 

learning new skills and techniques that enhance their opportunities in the 

marketplace.  Their daughters, many in high school and some at university, are on the 

path to becoming lawyers, doctors, accountants, teachers, writers and more.    

.   

With your support, Mayan women are overcoming hopelessness. Together, we are 

making a difference, empowering women, improving the living conditions of their 

families, and nurturing a new generation of girls that will become great leaders in their 

communities and their country.   

 
 
 
 

 

Brenda Rosenbaum 

Founder 



Artisan Spotlight 
Diega Churunel is a member of Las Estrellas, 
a cooperative of Mayan women who craft 
Maya Hands delightful felted wool animals. 
 
It’s easy to understand the impact of 
extreme poverty when Diega describes her 
childhood. She recalls there were times 
when she and her six siblings shared a single 
egg for dinner. During school recess, Diega 
stayed in the classroom making knotted 
bracelets, which she later sold for a few 
pennies. Though she loved school, she had 
to stop her studies after sixth grade like 
most Mayan girls her age. 
 
Diega marvels at the changes in her life, 
something she attributes to her work with 
Mayan Hands: “Now I can buy what we need. 
I have a good home, grow our food and have 
chickens, turkeys and sheep.”  

 
“I work with joy. My income sustains our family and allows 
my daughter to go to school. This work is life.” 
 
A single mother, Diega is 
adamant that her daughter’s 
future be bright. Karen Lily is 
now in secondary school 
thanks to a Mayan Hands 
scholarship and Diega hopes 
that she will fulfill her dream 
of becoming a lawyer.  
   
This year, Diega was happy to 
share the economic benefits 
of fair trade with more 
women.  For the first time, she 
taught two cooperatives to 
make felted wool birds, a popular Mayan Hands product. The women have turned 
in their first orders and now receive regular monthly income. 

Diega Churunel teaching a felting workshop 



In her words… 

 
 

“We have seen great changes through 
our work with Mayan Hands. Now we are 
a group of women with opportunity…to 
work and earn income, to collaborate and 
to express ourselves.” 
 

Macaria Quisquiná Mendoza 
  

“Because of this good work, my dreams 
of a better life for my children are 
coming true. I am working for them.” 
 

Manuela Morales 
 

“I want you to know what is behind the 
things that I make. They represent a 
better life for my family. We have good 
food on the table every day and my 
children go to school.” 

 
Maria Eugenia Morales  

 



  In her words… 

 
 

 

“My dream is to go to university and 
become a registered nurse. I would like to 
help people who need medical care in my 
own community and other places.” 
 

Isidra Isabel Aguilar 
 

 

“Watching my parents work so hard is an 
inspiration to me. I want to become a 
professional and help them in any way I can. 
My dream is to become a fashion designer, 
working with Mayan textiles, and in that way 
honor my family and my country.”   
 

Ofelia Maribel Chiroy 

 

“I'm studying to be a preschool teacher. My 
dream is to be able to go to the university 
and study psychology. I want to understand 
the problems that people have so that I can 
help them find solutions.”   
 

Juanita Raimundo 
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Highlights of the Year:  

Mayan Hands welcomes two new 
cooperatives, twenty women in all, as 
artisan partners. After conducting 
their outreach and skill assessment, 
Mayan Hands field workers designed 
and implemented a series of ongoing 
workshops on artisan techniques and 
business skills. 
 
The women quickly learned the art of 
felting wool and are now fulfilling the 
first of many orders for felted 
animals. They are delighted with the 
prospect of finding a reliable market 
for their work and earning a regular 
income. 

New Partnerships  	



Highlights of the Year:		Artisan Needs Assessment 
 

During thirty years of partnership with 
talented women artisans, Mayan Hands 
has seen significant improvements in their 
lives: better nutrition, more children in 
school, confidence and pride in their 
ability to provide for their families, and 
their ability to preserve their culture and 
create beautiful products.  

 
Mayan Hands conducted an assessment 
of the continuing needs of our artisan 
partners. One-hundred-and-sixty of them 
were interviewed with the support and 
guidance of Siena College political 
science professor Vera Eccarius-Kelly and 
student intern Billy Mayer. As a result, we 
were able to learn more about their 
economic status and its impact on their 
quality of life.  
 
The results will allow us to better define, 
measure and communicate the difference 
that fair trade makes and, in collaboration 
with our artisan partners, will inform 
future program decisions. Ongoing 
assessments will help to identify best 
practices and to measure our impact over 
time. 

Mayan Hands field worker Nancy Cosme interviews an 
artisan partner in Sololá 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlight of the Year: Caring for Mother Earth 

At the onset of Guatemala’s rainy season, representatives of Mayan Hands 
cooperatives gathered for a blessing of young pine trees now entrusted to 
their care. Mayan Hands basket makers use the longleaf needles of Pinus 
montezumaem, a tree native to Guatemala, to make their beautiful and 
fragrant baskets. The trees are often difficult to find and the women must 
travel long distances to gather the pine needles from the ground. 
 
A Mayan spiritual leader led the ceremony, during which the women 
petitioned Mother Earth to help with the growth and healthy development 
of the trees, and talked with worry about the environmental changes in 
their communities. Agronomist Diego Ujpan demonstrated how to plant 
and care for the saplings. 1500 trees were distributed. 
 
Our artisan partners look forward to having the pine needles they need for 
their baskets nearby. At the end of the gathering, they expressed their 
gratitude for this opportunity to assist in the regeneration of the Earth.  



 

	
	

 

Scholarship opportunities for their daughters 
continue to grow. This year, scholarships 
supported six girls in the sixth grade, the 
educational level at which girls typically 
leave school to work. Thirty-eight girls 
attended high school on Mayan Hands 
scholarships. And for the first time ever, six 
recent high school graduates continued their 
education at the university level. 
 
Two Mayan Hands artisan partners also 
received scholarships. The women, who could 
not attend school as girls, are now pursuing 
an education as adults. Their dedication and 
passion are an inspiration to the younger 
students. 
	

Highlights of the Year:  
Our artisan partners’ highest priority is the wellbeing of their families. They dream of 
better futures for their children. Through the dignity of working within the fair trade 
model, they are fulfilling these dreams.  

Weaver Micaela with her proud parents at her 
graduation from 6th grade 

Education	



Highlights of the Year:			Alcanzando Sueños  

Educated girls are powerful agents of social change. They grow up to be healthier, 
earn more, and provide better health care and education for the next generation, all 
of which can lift families and communities out of poverty. 
 
But what is it like to be the first generation in one’s family to receive an education, 
to navigate life in two worlds? Mayan Hands scholarship recipients explored that 
challenge during a two-day program, “Alcanzando Sueños” or “Reaching Our 
Dreams.”  
 
Students were deeply moved by the stories of university-educated Mayan women 
who openly described the challenges they have encountered. They advised the 
students on how to find balance in their lives while pursuing a passion. The girls had 
the opportunity to connect through facilitated discussions, to meet one-on-one 
with mentors, learn about mindfulness, explore educational, work, and career 
opportunities after graduation, and have some well-deserved fun at the nearby 
beach. 
 
Mayan Hands will continue to offer programs like these for the girls. They may have 
their feet in two worlds, but they stand on solid ground. 
	



	
					

 
                                  ASSETS 
 

  
         

         
         

            
                  

         228,395 
 
                  LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable          5,110 
Accrued expense            5,665 
  Total Liabilities          10,775 
 
NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted      217,620 
 

Statement of Financial Position as of May 31, 2018 
	

Statement of Activities Year Ending May 2018 

SUPPORT 
Donations       74,398 
Miscellaneous           648 
   Total Support      75,046 
 
PROGRAM REVENUE 
Product Sales     428,929 
Cost of sales in support of Mayan women  288,253 
   Net Program Revenue       
 
EXPENSES 
Program Services     105,412 
Support Services       48,492 
   Total Expenses     153,904 
 
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS      61,818 
 
NET ASSETS, beginning of year   155,802 
 
NET ASSETS, end of year             $217,620 
 

For	a	complete	copy	of	Mayan	Hands	Foundation	audited		
financial	statements,	please	contact	(518)	729-1900.	

140,676

 
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents 
Inventory
Accounts receivable 
Prepaid expenses
Deposit
 Total Assets

111,154 
97,716
18,050
975
500



	
	
	

thank you • gracias • matiox 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who accompanied 
us this year on our journey of creating opportunity and hope. 
 
Artisan Partners 
You inspire us each day with your dedication to your families and 
communities, your enormous talent, and your perseverance in the 
face of so many obstacles. We are honored to work by your side. 
 
Donors 
Your generosity changes lives by helping to lift families out of 
poverty through programs that empower and educate. Thank you 
for your support. 
	
Wholesale and Retail Customers 
We appreciate your commitment to putting people before profits 
by purchasing Mayan Hands products. Your collaboration is 
integral to our success. 
	
Volunteers 
Thank you for countless hours of service at our warehouse, in 
stores, churches, weaving guilds and at other events around the 
country. 
	
Fair Trade Allies 
We are grateful to the collaborative network of fair traders who 
educate, inspire, and support us. 
	
Board of Directors and Staff 
Thank you for the passion, dedication, and skill you contribute to 
our work together.   
 

Mayan Hands Foundation 
Board of Directors 

	
Ricardo López-Torrijos, president 

Vera Eccarius-Kelly, vice-president 
Dan Welch, treasurer 

Christine Galvin, secretary 
Beth DeAngelis 
Kathy Hatfield 
Liva Jacoby 

Brenda Rosenbaum 
Alice Schrade 

Mark Van Wormer 
	

	

Mayan Hands Foundation  
420 Whitehall Road 

Albany, NY 12208 
(518) 729-1900 

info@mayanhands.org 

 

Staff 
 

Anne Kelly 
Diane Yoder 
Kylie Gorski 

Julio Cardona 
Damaris Martínez 

Nancy Cosme 
Mayra Rocché 

Photo credits: 
Mark Van Wormer 
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