
HOW TO PLAN A SUCCESSFUL



When it comes to camping, there are many different ways to do it. You 
can camp at a variety of different locations from a beach to a lake and 
in a tent or an RV. You can rock climb and kayak or hike and play 
games with friends. 

How to Plan a Successful Camping Trip

 Set Your Intention

Make Reservations

Are you camping during, in, or around a 
major event or festival?

Depending on where and when you are hoping to camp, many campsites require reservations well in 
advance. Recreation.gov is a great resource for information and booking of federally managed areas, such 
as National Parks and National Forests. ReserveAmerica is another site that can help to navigate and reserve 
campsites across the country.

If you don’t have a specific location in mind, it may be possible to find an available campsite within a few 
weeks of your trip, or to seek out a camping area that is on a first come, first served basis. Be sure to research 
and pay any applicable fees, either ahead of time or in the parking area of the campground or site.

Here’s a step-by-step list of all that goes into a successful trip, to help 
you decide if one is in your near future!

Make sure that you and your group are on the 
same page about the kind of experience you’re 
hoping to have. It sounds simple, but your 
answer here will affect the steps that follow.

What kind of camping trip are you looking for? 

Rustic or glamorous? 

Mountains or beach? 

Step 1.

Step 2.

http://www.recreation.gov
http://www.reserveamerica.com


TENT. Make sure that you have all of the pieces. If you’re borrowing a tent or have never assembled it before, 
it’s not a bad idea to practice setting it up at home! Be sure to bring a mallet or hammer to pound stakes into 
the ground.

SLEEPING BAG. Be sure it is an appropriate weight/temperature rating for where you’re headed.

SLEEPING/PAD OR BLOW UP MATTRESS. If you bring a self-inflating mattress, be sure it’s battery 
powered or that you have a way to power the pump.

TARP(S). If rain is possible, you’ll want extra shelter for over your tent, or perhaps to eat underneath.

ROPE. Check out the wide selection at globalFMS.com.

KNIFE/OTHER TOOLS. For cutting rope, hammering tent stakes, etc.

FLASHLIGHTS/LANTERN/HEAD LAMP. Don’t forget, it can get pretty dark in the woods!

MATCHES/LIGHTER.

CAMP STOVE OR EQUIPMENT FOR FIRESIDE COOKING. Some campgrounds have metal grates in 
the fire pits. Check the specs on your site to see if you need to bring one of your own.

POTS AND PANS. If you plan to cook over the fire, be sure to bring a specially designated camping pot. The 
fire will definitely leave a mark.

PLATES AND FLATWARE. Plastic is best, for both weight and durability. Try for reusable plates and utensils 
to minimize the waste.

WATER BOTTLES/CONTAINERS.

COOLER. If you’re camping out of your car, a big cooler is a must. Many campgrounds have ice available 
nearby, but if you’re camping in a more remote area, be sure to eat all of your perishable food before your 
ice melts.

CHAIRS. For around the fire.

BACKPACK. For day hiking/excursions.

FIRST AID KIT. Bandages, antibiotic ointment, hydrogen peroxide or rubbing alcohol, and other essentials. 

Step 3. Gear Inventory and Assessment

Based on your camping intention, start to assemble your gear. It’s 
always a good idea to start getting things together a few weeks 
before your trip so you have time to purchase things if necessary. 
Here is a basic list of items you won’t want to forget:

http://globalfms.com/


water
duct tape
batteries
sunscreen
rope
first aid kit

FIREWOOD AND FIRESTARTER OR NEWSPAPER FOR KINDLING. Some campgrounds will have 
firewood available for purchase and in some areas you may be able to gather it from the surrounding 
areas. Be sure to research this before you go. In some areas, there may also be fire regulations based on 
current levels of ground moisture. Before you leave for your trip, familiarize yourself with safe fire practices 
and local regulations.

WATER. Research the facilities in the area where you will be camping. Are there places to refill your 
drinking water? If not, be sure to bring plenty with you.

FUEL FOR CAMP STOVES OR LANTERNS.

PLASTIC BAGS. Often helpful for a variety of uses. Bring bags of a variety of sizes, but especially for 
trash disposal. Make sure to store all trash and food waste where animals cannot get to it. (See Step 7. 
Plan for Safety)

DUCT TAPE. Always great to have around.

INSECT REPELLENT. Citronella candles are also nice to have on hand.

BATTERIES. Bring plenty of extra batteries for flashlights, lanterns, and other tools.

Your activities may be a part of your overall intention for the trip. They also may require additional gear for 
activities like rock climbing, kayaking, hiking, swimming, and rafting. If you used a website to book your 
campsite, they may also have recommendations for nearby attractions and activities.

Step 5.

Step 4. Research and Plan Activities

Shop for Supplies

Beyond gear, you’ll want to be sure you have these supplies to get you through your trip:

SUNSCREEN. Depending on how fair your skin is and how the sun should be will 
determine the level of SPF you should buy and how much of it you should bring. You 
should also keep waterproof and sweatproof choices in mind if you think you might 
need it.



Know about the wildlife in the area you are visiting. Are there bears? Snakes? Raccoons? In general, plan on 
keeping food in your car, or otherwise protected from wildlife. Oftentimes the inhabitants of popular camping 
areas have gotten pretty wise about breaking into visitors’ food supply. This is unsafe for both you and our 
furry friends, so don’t take it lightly. Be sure to be mindful of trash disposal as well. And lock the car!

Hopefully this guide has helped you start to think about some fun ideas. We'll let you mull that over for now. 
Maybe this will help you narrow it down in the meantime. ;)

Step 7.

Step 6. Plan the Menu

Plan for Safety

Overall, camping meals are best kept simple, but 
don’t underestimate what you’re capable of with 
simple ingredients. Oatmeal, PB&J, hot dogs, and 
s’mores are some popular camping staples, but 
don’t be afraid to get a little bit creative! Stay tuned 
for the next extended download offer from Global 
FMS for The Modern Camper’s Cookbook and 
Shopping List. 

You may also like these others FMS blog posts:

Rock Climbing Hot Spots, Trends, & Gear

5 Sunsets in the United States that Will Take Your Breath 
Away (And They're Free!)

10 Fun Things to Do Outside

http://blog.globalfms.com/2015-rock-climbing-hot-spots-trends-gear
http://blog.globalfms.com/5-sunsets-in-the-united-states-that-will-take-your-breath-away-and-theyre-free
http://blog.globalfms.com/10-fun-things-to-do-outside-this-summer



