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Learning to read 
SPELD SA Phonic Books support the teaching of reading by using a structured synthetic 
phonics approach. The books support the learning of letter-sounds and blending in a 
sequential phonic order, helping readers to develop their independent decoding skills.

Reading tips:
• Have the reader point to each letter, saying the sound it represents. Swipe left to 

right under the letters, saying the sounds quickly and smoothly together to read the 
word. e.g. p-a-t is ‘pat’; s-a-n-d is ‘sand’; n-e-s-t is ‘nest’.

• If the reader is having difficulty hearing the word when blending, try to model 
stretching the sounds together without pauses, e.g. nnnniiiiiip, is ‘nip’. If you can’t 
stretch the sounds, e.g. ‘tap’, have the reader put the first two sounds together 
before adding the final sound. Alternately you can use letter tiles and push them 
together while saying the sounds.

• Check that the reader understands the meaning of the words in the book.

• Some words include sounds that will be taught in later units. Many of these words 
will be able to be sounded out as the reader learns more alternate spellings. For 
these words tell the reader the word and determine any ‘tricky’ parts by breaking it 
up into its sounds. 

Readers may need help with these words:

his he you no

the a is
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Frank spots his big mug on 
the sink.
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Frank grabs the mug. He gets 
a cold drink from a jug. 
Glug! Glug! Glug!
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A plump bug is in the drink. 
Can you spot the bug in the 
mug?
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Frank can not spot the plump 
bug in the mug.



5

Frank swigs the drink from 
the big mug.
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Can you still spot the plump 
bug in the mug?
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No! The bug is not in the 
mug.
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The plump bug is in Frank!



Cover artwork by Elizabeth Close
Elizabeth Close is an Anangu woman from the Pitjantjatjara and Yankunytjatjara 
language groups in the APY Lands in outback South Australia. She was born in Adelaide 
and spent much of her upbringing in remote communities, learning her language and 
receiving cultural education.

‘This artwork represents the literacy and numeracy learning journey, and the path 
towards independent learning. The circles represent the collaborative learning and 
supports around children with specific learning difficulties, including children, schools, 
families, SPELD SA and others.’  Elizabeth Close, Artist.

About this series
The SPELD SA Phonic Book Series complements the teaching of reading and writing 
using a structured synthetic phonics approach. SPELD SA aims to help Aboriginal 
students engage with phonic books by having characters, content and settings that 
reflect Aboriginal communities. In developing this series, SPELD SA has consulted with 
people who live and work in the Anangu, Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands. 

We understand that the content, settings and characters may not reflect all Aboriginal 
people and their experiences but hope that Aboriginal students learning to read can 
find some familiarity in and connection with these books in their literacy journey.
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