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Learning to read 
SPELD SA Phonic Books support the teaching of reading by using a structured synthetic 
phonics approach. The books support the learning of letter-sounds and blending in a 
sequential phonic order, helping readers to develop their independent decoding skills.

Reading tips:
• Have the reader point to each letter, saying the sound it represents. Swipe left to 

right under the letters, saying the sounds quickly and smoothly together to read the 
word. e.g. p-a-t is ‘pat’; s-a-n-d is ‘sand’; n-e-s-t is ‘nest’.

• If the reader is having difficulty hearing the word when blending, try to model 
stretching the sounds together without pauses, e.g. nnnniiiiiip, is ‘nip’. If you can’t 
stretch the sounds, e.g. ‘tap’, have the reader put the first two sounds together 
before adding the final sound. Alternately you can use letter tiles and push them 
together while saying the sounds.

• Check that the reader understands the meaning of the words in the book.

• Some words include sounds that will be taught in later units. Many of these words 
will be able to be sounded out as the reader learns more alternate spellings. For 
these words tell the reader the word and determine any ‘tricky’ parts by breaking it 
up into its sounds. 

Readers may need help with these words:

High-frequency words in this book:

here

of
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“Miss Fizz! It is a fox, a 
box, a bell and a hill.”
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Here is Jess and Bess.



3

Miss Fizz will mull. Is it a 
hill? Is it a fox?
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Yes, it is a fox on a hill.
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Jess did well. The fox is 
on a hill. The fox is fat!
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Bess will mix the fox, box 
and bell on the hill.
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Will Miss Fizz fuss?



8

A fat fox on a hill. A mix of 
a fox, a box, and a bell on a 
hill. 



Practise blending sounds in these words:

Cover artwork by Elizabeth Close
‘This artwork represents the literacy and numeracy learning journey, and the path 
towards independent learning. The circles represent the collaborative learning and 
supports around children with specific learning difficulties, including children, schools, 
families, SPELD SA and others.’  Elizabeth Close, Artist.
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Initial Code:

It is Tim

Tip - top

It is big!

The Van

Lap it up

Zig - zag, wag

Jess and Bess

Jim held his hat

Snug in a swag

Liz and Jeff


