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INTRODUCTION

What is the FOCUS series? What is Drawing Conclusions
FOCUS is a reading-strategy practice series. and MUklng Inferences, the
Each student book in the series provides brief Reading Strategy featured
instruction and concentrated practice for in this FOCUS book?

students in one targeted Reading Strategy.
FOCUS also allows students the opportunity
for self-assessment of their performance. It
allows teachers the opportunity to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery.

Drawing a conclusion or making an inference
is figuring out information that is suggested
or hinted at but that is not directly stated in a
passage. To figure out information that is not
directly stated, use information that is directly
6 Reading Strategies featured in the stated, along with what you already know
FOCUS series: from your own experience. Conclusions and
q gi 0 1d d . inferences can relate to people, places, objects,

[ ] . .

Understanding Main Idea and Details situations, events, 40d-40 on.
* Understanding Sequence
* Recognising Cause and Effect
e Comparing and Contrasting
e Making Predictions

¢ Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

The FOCUS series spans 8 reading levels
(1.0-8.9). The reading passages in each book
are designed so that the book can be used by

all students performing at that reading level.
The reading passages in each book progress
from low to high along that reading level range.

Book Reading Level
Book A 1.0-1.9
Book B 2.0-2.9
Book C 3.0-3.9
Book D 4.0-4.9
Book E 5.0-5.9
Book F 6.0-6.9
Book G 7.0-7.9
Book H 8.0-8.9
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What is in each student book? —Nonfiction: report, article, interview,

) letter, postcard, book report, movie
ThF:re are 48 .studcnt books in the FOCUS review, diary entry, journal entry,
series. There is one student book for each biography, textbook lesson, directions,
of the 6 Reading Strategies, at each of the

_ _ instructions, recipe, invitation,
8 reading levels. Each student book contains: announcement, experiment

Selected-response questions: In each lesson,
students apply the Reading Strategy to a
reading passage and then choose the correct
answers for four selected-response (multiple-
choice) strategy-based questions. You should
model how to answer these kinds of questions

o To the Student
This introduces the program and should
be read and discussed with students
to make sure they understand what
they are to do in the book.

 Tuable of Contents using information on the Lesson Preview

pages.

* Learn About (Modelled Practice) Constructed-response writing questions:
These two pages provide basic instruction In each lesson, students apply the Reading
and modelling in the understanding and Strategy to a reading passage and then write
application of the Reading Strategy. The a short response to0 a strategy-based question.
Learn About should be read and discussed You should model how to answer these kinds
with students to make sure they understand of questions by using one of the sample
the Reading Strategy. Additional tips for answers provided on pages 28-29 of this
helping students understand and use the teacher guide.

Reading Strategy are included in the Reading

Strategy Tips for the Teacher on pages 12-13 s Tracking Chart

of this teacher guide. Students use this chart for noting their
completion of and performance in each

o Lesson Preview (Guided Practice) lesson.

These two pages include a sample reading

passage and two selected-response o Self-Assessments

questions with explanations of why each of These five forms allow students the

the eight answer choices is correct or not opportunity for self-assessment of their

correct. The Lesson Preview should be read, performance.

worked through, and discussed with students

to make sure they understand how to answer * Answer Form

strategy-based questions. Students may use this form to record their
answers to the eighty selected-response

® 20 Lessons (Independent Practice) questions and to indicate that they have
Each two-page lesson contains one reading answered each of the twenty constructed-
passage, four strategy-based selected- response writing questions.

response questions and one strategy-based
constructed-response writing question.

Reading Passages: The reading passages
progress across the reading level. The passage
genres include:

—PFiction: personal narrative, realistic
fiction, historical fiction, fantasy fiction,
mystery, folktale, fable, legend
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