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New 911 Turbo 

     McLaren 12C
SUTCLIFFE’S VERDICT ‘The Porsche is 

astonishingly quick – but I wouldn’t buy one’
New hybrid Range Rover
 Even better to drive – and 44mpg

New Ferrari 458 Speciale

597bhp V8, 0-62mph in 3.0sec (and £210k)

597bhp V8, 0-62mph in 3.0sec (and £210k)

New Jaguar 4x4 on test
 Latest pic reveals first styling clues

Stunning new Ford S-Max

At last, a people carrier to own with pride

At last, a people carrier to own with pride

Shock 141mpg Peugeot

Super-frugal, and 0-62mph in just 8.0sec

Super-frugal, and 0-62mph in just 8.0sec
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Mercedes GLA set to get 355bhp AMG treatment

T
his dramatic re-imagining 

of Peugeot’s new 308 will 

be revealed alongside the 

standard hatchback at the 

Frankfurt show next month.

The 308 R Concept is 

powered by the same 270bhp 

1.6-litre, four-cylinder engine 

that was recently revealed in 

the RCZ R. The substantial 

restyling uses carbonfibre 

panels that are bolted directly 

to the car’s understructure. 

New panels are used for the 

doors, front wings, bodysides, 

sills, bonnet and bumpers. 

Only the roof panel and the 

tailgate remain from the 

production 308. The 308 R 

sits 26mm lower than the 

standard car and its front 

track is 30mm wider. 

The extended matt black 

sills flow into the extended 

wheel arches, which host 

bespoke 19-inch alloy wheels 

with 235/35 tyres. Braking 

is provided by four-piston 

calipers and Alcon discs, which 

are 380mm in diameter 

and 32mm thick at the 

front and 330mm by 

22mm at the rear.

Thomas 

Rohm, new Peugeot 308 

and 308 R Concept design 

manager said: “For us, it was 

clear that the 308 R Concept 

retained the identifiable 

features of the new Peugeot 

308. They share elegance 

and sophistication. The 308 

R Concept is a 

production car pushed to  

the extreme.” 

The 1.6 THP turbo petrol 

engine develops 170bhp per 

litre and has a significant 

243lb ft of torque, which 

spreads from just 1900rpm  

to as high as 5500rpm. 

The engine drives the front 

wheels through a six-speed 

manual gearbox and a Torsen 

differential. Despite the high 

specific output, Peugeot says 

the engine has CO2 emissions 

of just 145g/km.

HILTON HOLLOWAY

Peugeot turns up heat for 270 
Carbonfibre-skinned 308 R Concept is set to join standard version of new hatch at Frankfurt show

MERCEDES HAS WASTED 

no time in getting to work on 

a high-power AMG version 

of its yet-to-be-launched 

GLA low-rise crossover, as 

this prototype shows. The 

new model is expected to 

use the same drivetrain as 

the A45 AMG hatchback, 

with the 355bhp 2.0-litre 

turbocharged engine driving 

all four wheels through a 

seven-speed dual-clutch 

automatic transmission.

The taller body, greater 

frontal area and high ride 

height is likely to slightly blunt 

the GLA AMG’s performance 

compared with the A45, 

but expect a 0-60mph time 

of well under 5.0sec. Land 

Rover’s hot Evoque, likely 

to be badged RS, is unlikely 

to be as powerful as the 

performance-focused GLA.

Mercedes is also testing a 

Black Series version of the 

A45 AMG. It is marked out by 

slightly wider wheel arches 

on a prototype that otherwise 

looks close to the ‘standard’ 

AMG version. 

The biggest challenge for 

engineers involved in building 

a Black Series version will be 

extracting more power from 

the car’s 2.0-litre engine. 

In the A45, it is already 

developing 177bhp per litre. 

Ford revealed that it 

managed to extract 220bhp 

from its 1.0-litre EcoBoost 

engine during testing, so a 

200bhp per litre target — or 

400bhp for the A45 Black 

Series — is not impossible. But 

ensuring such an output can 

be achieved from an engine 

that remains reliable enough 

for series production will be  

no mean engineering feat.GLA45 AMG will share its powertrain with the A45 mega-hatch

SPY SHOT
GLA45 AMG GERMANY



Loeb and 208 T16 in ’Ring record rumour
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Extreme Vühl 05 gets green light for production

New ’Stang on track for 2014

bhp 308 R

OFFICIAL
PICTURE

THE VÜHL 05 ultra-light sports 
car is heading for production, 
according to the Mexico-based 
firm. The 05 made its debut at 
the recent Goodwood Festival 
of Speed, and Vühl automotive 
director Guillermo Echeverria 
said the outing had triggered 
“sufficient orders for a batch 
of 20 top-spec Edition One 
models”, priced at £69,900.

Built around an aluminium 
honeycomb monocoque, the 
05 has a dry weight of just 
695kg and is powered by a 
mid-mounted Ford 2.0-litre 
EcoBoost engine, good for 
285bhp and 310lb ft of torque. 

The car has a claimed top 

speed of 152mph and 0-62mph 
time of 3.7sec. Vühl says 
the 05’s handling has been 
fined-tuned in the UK and 
further testing, with help from 
Michelin, will take place in the 
US and Europe.

Echeverria said production 
of the 05 will begin in 
November and cars will reach 
customers by spring 2014. 

“We’ve been asked 
everything from whether a 
coupé version is on the cards to 
whether the roadster will form 
the basis of a one-make race 
series,” he said. “The answer  
is ‘watch this space’, because 
anything is possible.”

THE NEW FORD Mustang, 

seen here heavily disguised in 

testing, is expected to arrive 

in European showrooms next 

year. It will be officially sold 

in right-hand-drive form for 

the first time in the model’s 

50-year history.

The first Mustang was 

unveiled at the New York 

World’s Fair on 17 April 1964, 

making an unveiling of the  

new Mustang at the New York 

Auto Show on 17 April next 

year, exactly 50 years on, a 

distinct possibility.

The new Mustang is a 

clean-sheet design and will 

get an all-new platform, which 

incorporates independent 

rear suspension. Today’s car 

uses a traditional beam axle 

of the type that has been been 

employed on all Mustang 

models apart from the special-

edition 1999 SVT Cobra. 

Reports from the US claim 

that the new model could be 

as much as 180kg lighter than 

the current car. That might be 

partly accounted for by the 

option of Ford’s 2.0-litre,  

four-cylinder EcoBoost  

engine, which has been 

engineered for longitudinal 

installation in the Mustang.

RUMOURS PERSIST that Peugeot Sport is considering 

one more outing for its Pikes Peak 208 T16, and 

one more mission for Sébastien Loeb. According 

to a source close to the Frenchman, an attempt 

to break Stefan Bellof’s all-time lap record 

around the Nürburgring Nordschleife is under 

consideration. Bellof’s 6min 11.13sec lap was 

set in a Porsche 956 in qualifying for the  

1983 Nürburgring 1000km.

A new platform and 
independent rear 

suspension feature

The O5’s debut at 
Goodwood helped  
to generate orders

SPY SHOT
MUSTANG MICHIGAN

Loeb and 208 T16 in ’Ring record rumour
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RUMOURS PERSIST that Peugeot Sport is considering 

one more outing for its Pikes Peak 208 T16, and

one more mission for Sébastien Loeb. According

to a source close to the Frenchman, an attempt 

to break Stefan Bellof’s all-time lap record 

around the Nürburgring Nordschleife is under 

consideration. Bellof’s 6min 11.13sec lap was 

set in a Porsche 956 in qualifying for the 

1983 Nürburgring 1000km.


