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Liverpool on the steamship
Britannia on January 4t, 1842



Wiy the Visitz—In January!’

There is no single reason why Dickens came to
America In 1642.

A few possible reasons: o

4

Clicigsiiz ziglel Corrlezicizor,

Iihe average educated Englishman had a profound
realization off what was changed' at the close of the
American Revolution--and the suspicion that
eventually America might pessibly: surpass Great
Britain in democracy and wealth. “What was this
nation really like?™ Did this nation deliver on the
promises of the Declaration and the Constitution?




Content==New.Materaljor

e VVidtags;

Charles always had an eye toward
his future works and knew: ofi the
“curiosity” of his fellow
Englishman.



Conrectionalligquly,

Dickens, ever conscious
of social injustice, had
aniintense interest in
Prison systems and
those within them. The
memory of his father
imprisoned at the
Marshalsea Prison
never left him.



CopyrigrRt==Stump.or lrteriatonag).

CopYIHGIEL

©

Dickens was incensed at the
lack off appreciation of the
ownership of his works and
believed he was due his
reward.



Careyy Lea, and: bianchard.

sy

Until the latter part of the 19th century: /naternational
Copyright was non-existent. Dickens was not paid: for
his works published inf America — with the exception: of
monies from the Philadelphiarpublishing firm Carey, Lea,
and Blanchard.

Things began looking up for Dickens in the 1840's when
he contracted with Harper Brothers Publishing in New

YOrK.



Carey’s
Bookstore, 1837.
Southeast
Gorner or:Fourtn
and Chestnut

Streets.
Publishied i the’PUublic
Ledger-Magazine
Section, February 25,
1912.

Extremely rare
/mage




POz, tell Usiwihat yourealy tilhnk orthe
@ AlTIEHGE[INESS,
f

“Here's this morning’'s New York Sewer!" cried one.
Here's this morning's New York Stabber! Here's the New
York Family Spy! Here's the New York Private Listener!
Here's the New York Peeper! Here's the New York
Plunderer! Here's the New York Keyhole Reporter! Here's
the New York Rowdy Journal! Here's all the New York
papers"! Martin Chuzzlewit

“It is in such enlightened means”, said a voice almost in
Martin's ear, “that the bubbling passions of my country.
find a vent.” martin chuzzlewit



Jravel torPrladelphiar

Dickens and his wife left New York for the
SiX-hour journey. to Philadelphia on
Sunday, March 6, 1842. They took a ferry
across the Hudson River to Hoboken, New
Jersey and a train ride south to Camden
where he ferried across the Delaware
River to Philadelphia, landing at the foot
of Market Street.



Djckens Arval i Phlladelphia

It was late and dark when Dickens arrived at the United
States Hotel on Chestnut Street. Peering from his

chamber window prior to retiring, he saw. “a handsome
building of white marble which had a ghost-like aspect,
dreary to behold”. The following morning Dickens

discovered that it was the “Tomb of many fortunes”, the
notorious Second Bank of the United States.

Dickens wrote:

“The stoppage of this bank, with all its ruinous
consequences, had cast a gloom on Philadelphia, under
the depressing effect of which it yet laboured.” american notes



ne United: States Hote/




Second Bank or the United: States much. as it was
aurng Is Visit:




Second Bank or the United States-INow:




Phiiadelphia. Pay: One

Tihat first morning, Monday, March 7, Dickens
spent a private day at the hotel. The press didn't
know: he had arrived. He sent two notes to
ahnounce his arrival. One to Harry Ingersoll to

make plans for the following day’s sightseeing and
dining.

Iihe other note was to Edgar Allen Poe inviting
him to visit him there between 11:30 and hooen
that same day.



A stuffed Grip, housed within the case made
by Dickens, is on display at the Free
Library of Philadelphia.



The Raven

The Raven, by Edgar Allen Poe, was inspired by
Dickens, who had possessed a pet Raven named
Grip. Dickens acquired the bird as he
researched its nature in developing a character
for Barnaby Rudge.

Poe, a poet and writer employed by the
Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post, composed
the poem in response to his impression that
Dickens had somehow underwritten the
prophetic potential of the bird.



Merchants: Excliange srd & Walnut
/nen
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Athenaeum. House




Athenageun House

Originally designed in 1814 to follow the concept
of Benjamin Franklin to praise the classics of
literature. It now houses one off America’s finest
collection of architectural drawings.

The Athenaeum House register contains a
Dickens signature.
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Old Pernsylvania IHospltal loday,




Wash/ngton Square

Washington Sguare was used as a burial ground
for revolutionary war dead, we now know to
include British soldiers. They remain buried
there to this day.



st & QUicK: STakiig. OfHarnds arnd - Phallaaelplila
PolltcalsSyie

Dickens and his wife dined with Harry Ingersoll in the
evening. luesday, March 8, was an exhausting day. for
Dickens; he met with his American publisher, Isaac Lea,
at the hotel, and he was called upon by Lucretia Mott,
the Quaker campaigner against slavery.

Dickens agreed to shake hands in the lobby of the hotel
with a few friends of some local politicians. Much to his
dismay, he ended up being introduced to and shaking
hands with hundreds of people for hours on end. That
afternoon he spent in what was then the outskirts of the
city. He visited the following places:




191G/ 01 IS LISt to) See

The Eastern State Penitentiary




e State PeEIterntary,

* In. the outskirts stands a great prison,
called the Eastern Penitentiary: conducted
0N a. plan: peculiar to the State or
Pennsyivania. The system here.s rigid,
Strict, and Hopeless: solltary confinement.
[ Delleve it In its effects, to be cruel and

/7
W f 0/7 g s American Notes
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A Prison Excursion

True to form, Dickens, in
American Notes, described his
prison Visit in graphic, imaginative
ways to appeal to the senses of
the reader. He describes sight,
smell, and what priseners must
have heard — or not heard. He
empathizes with the incarcerated
and creates a mental image of the
despairing inmate in his “stone
coffin®,
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Glrard - Colege-INow.




e lWater Vorks

“Philadelphia is most bountifully provided with fresh
water, which is showered and jerked about, and turned
on, and poured off, everywhere. The Waterworks, which
are on a height near the city, are no less ornamental
than useful, being tastefully laid out as a public garden,
and kept in the best and neatest order. The river is
dammed at this point, and forced by its own power into
certain high tanks or reservoirs, whence the whole city,
to the top stories of the houses, is supplied at a very
trlfllng expense." American Notes



Water Works==Gontinued.

Located on the banks of the SchuyiKill
River near what is now: the site of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Fairmount
Water Works was once the sole source of
of Philadelphia’s water. Its classic Greek
and Roman architecture and cutting-edge
engineering made it an international 15th
century tourist attraction. Water pumped
from the Schuylkill River was distributed
through the city via wooden sewer pipes.

Wikipedia



Waterworks in Fairmount Park--Then




Waterworks in Fairmount Parik--INow.
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Dickens missed Rocky
on the other side of
the Art Museum. He
missed the Art
Museum as well. He
most certainly would
have had something to
say about it!



MorerPhiiadelpria

That evening he and Catherine dined with
Henry C. Carey at his brownstone

mansion which was located at what would
now. be 1102 Walnut Street.



Dickens
departed
Philadelphia
via Chestnut
Street.

Seen here [s
Chestnut Street,
Front to Second,
in an 1843 Photo
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On to Baltimore and Washington DC

Dickens traveled by steamboat and train
to Baltimore where he and Catherine
dined and were waited on by slaves for
the first time.

They then proceeded
by rail to
Washington, D.C.
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“Both Houses are handsomely carpeted; but the state to WhICh
these carpets are reduced by the universal disregard of the
spittoon with which every honourable member Is
accommodated, and the extraordinary. Improvements on the
pattern which are squirted and dabbled upon It in every
direction, do not admit oft being described. I will merely observe,
that I strongly recommend all strangers not torlook at the floor;
and if they happen to drop anything, thoughiit be their purse,
Not to pick It up with' an ungloved hand on any. account".
American. Notes




Al Quariter Century [as Passed.

Twenty-five years later, in
November of 1867, Dickens
returned torAmerica. He
arrived in time to have
Thanksgiving Day’ dinner at
Henry Wadsworth
L.ongfellow’s home in
Cambridge and, as a special
treat to Bostonians, Dickens
read A Christiags Carol at
Tremont Hall'on Christmas
Eve.




Dickens: Second Visit

Iwo off many. possible reasons:

GCUIHOSILY

Over wWhat progress America had made since
his last Visit.

lRcomeanaIManselny

Charles unabashedly.
anticipated great Income for
his heirs from hiS incessant
readings.




Al REeLuri to: Phlladelprila

Christmas Day found him traveling by rail
from Boston to New York in low spirits and
homesick. After a run of readings in New
York, Dickens traveled by train to
Philadelphia on Sunday, January 12, 1868,
arriving at midnight.



The followin
morning, Dickens
wrote and told! his
daughter Mamie that B
he Was staying at e
“one of those : "“ZT:T mmam
IMMense American
hotels™ Which'Is “very.
qwet and
“everything good
Indeed.” This'was The
Continental Hotel, Sth
& Chestnut Streets,
Which was located on
the site where the
Benjamin Erankiin
Hotel building stands
today:
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Continental lnterior




Pennis Second Campus;, 97 Street

Dickens’s room may. have looked out on
the Barnum Museum which was located
near the Continental Hotel at the time. He
may also have looked out at the University
off Pennsylvania - the same University.
where this conference is being held today:.
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The Concert Hall' where his readings would take place was
located three blocks away at 12th & Chestnut, so there was
no need for Dickens to travel far.




Illness

Dickens arrived ini Philadelphia with a horrible
cold that he attributed to the hot, unventilated,
railroad cars. As an antidete, he would stand
outside on the brake where the frosty: air was

=~ biting indeed!™ In a letter, Dickens remarked
“If T could only get to the point of being able to
hold my head up and dispense with my: pocket
handkerchief for five minutes, I would be all
right!™ Because of this cold, he was forced to
turn dewn all secial invitations.



Dickens mentions Philadelphia in a letter, saying
that “The town is very clean, and the day is as
blue and bright as a fine Italian day. But it
freezes hard”. Dolby later claimed that this visit
to Philadelphia was amongst the pleasantest of
their American experiences. While in America,
Dickens would return to Philadelphia three more
times to do series of readings. When he came
back here to read on January 30th and January
31st, he found the weather fine but the streets
“horrible” from a recent snowstorm.




On the 30th, the hotel sent around a
“superb sledge and four horses” to take
him for a ride but Dickens declined. The
following morning he changed his mind
and wrote to his daughter Mamie that "I
am now going out in a sleigh and four
with unconceivable dignity and grandeur".



= S/elghing on Broad Street




OJd. Broad. Street:

T

ey o




Opera House
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O/d Rittennouse’ Sqguare
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The statue, originally commissioned by the Washington
Post, was sculpted in New York by Francis Edwin Elwell,
bronzed in Philadelphia, and exhibited in 1893 at The
World’s Columbian Exhibition in Chicago, where it took a
medal and was afforded a place of honor.

At some point in time, the statue was offered to
England but was rejected by the Dickens family because
of the stipulation in Dickens’ Will that there be no
monuments of his likeness. The statue was later
purchased by the Fairmount Park Commission and
placed in Clark Park in 1901, where it became, and

remains to this day, a magnet for Dickens lovers from
around world.




Cedric at the
Stalle




