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If there is one thing that equestrians have learned  
to do over time, it is laugh at themselves.

MORGANE SCHMIDT knows all about the madness that comes with the equine territory, 
having owned and competed horses in eventing and dressage for years. A lifelong fan of
the classic equestrian cartoons penned by internationally renowned artist Norman Thelwell, 
she began her own comic series in 2011, sharing deftly funny reflections on life with horses 
with an avid online fanbase. Ten years later, her witty observations and fabulously rendered
characters have been brought together in one
immensely entertaining collection. Featuring
both viral favorites and never-before-seen 
comics created exclusively for this 
book, Life with Horses Is Never 
Orderly offers endless laughs
and on-point commentary about
the equestrian world and those 
insane enough to fumble along 
within it, knowing full well 
absolutely nothing is within 
their control.
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Like finding a unicorn….
Actually, a unicorn is easier and less painful to find.  

For those of us not gifted with bodies like Greek gods, breeches— 
like bikinis and form-fitting evening wear—are just one of those things 
that take a lot of work to get right. Ideally you can find a pair that are 

both comfortable and flattering. Sometimes, though, I’ve been  
known to settle for simply comfortable and not entirely  

grotesque. Life’s a compromise. 
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Poo soup…
one more way to ruin your day.

Because why shouldn’t horses poop in little  
bowls of water too? Oh, yeah, because then  

we get to clean them. Ugh.

Who knew steel shoes  
don’t float? My horses are masters of  

losing things they don’t like. Unfortunately,  
I’m less of a master at finding said things  

until they have begun to  
properly decay. 
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Who knew steel shoes  
don’t float? My horses are masters of  

losing things they don’t like. Unfortunately,  
I’m less of a master at finding said things  

until they have begun to  
properly decay. 

A merry chase, indeed.  
It would seem negotiations have  

gone south. A great cardiac routine  
for both horse and rider.
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Because we all know advice from the Interwebz is always  
super solid…and super snarky. Who doesn’t enjoy reading 

 a good train wreck from the comfort of their own home  
(preferably with some wine or a latte)? Of course, as much as  

I may poke fun at said forums, I have gotten some pretty  
decent advice on a few of them (you just have to be able 

 to filter through the more “speshul” responses). 
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Usually I consider myself fairly intelligent.  
I can generally follow a conversation and read for  

comprehension; sometimes I even add insightful comments. 
Unfortunately, all that goes out the window when my  

horse has maimed himself and the vet is involved. At that  
point, usually when the vet is explaining what’s up, my  

brain takes a momentary hiatus and all I hear is  
the potential doom. It’s a super-fun skill. 

Horses (at least mine) seem to have myriad 
 ways to test our patience and spend our money.  
Of course, sometimes it really is a toss-up if it’s 

 worse to be on the sending or receiving  
end of these sorts of calls.
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On a schedule?
Bahahaha! Good luck with that.

It never fails. Horses are always a huge  
time suck, but they turn into a time  
black hole if you’re even remotely  

in a hurry. Good thing I’ve  
conditioned everyone to my  

perpetual tardiness. 
 

Define “ride.” And is your grandma a professional  
bronc rider? My dad always said never to brag on a 

horse because the horse would always let you down. 
While that seems to be perhaps overly pessimistic, I 
can’t help but think there’s a grain of truth to it. Not 

because horses want to let us down, but because 
Murphy’s law is a force to be reckoned with. 
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Who hasn’t had the “fun” of 
horse shopping and being 
shown horses that weren’t 

quite what they’d seemed in 
their ads? It’s almost as much 
fun as going on a blind date 
with someone billed as 6’2” 

with a wicked sense of humor 
and instead meeting a 5’7” 

wallflower who thinks horses 
are frightening (true story…). 

In any event, in an effort to 
avoid those sorts of scenarios, 

I’ve compiled this handy 
little list to help you better 

translate what those ads  
are really saying. 
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If  
horse shopping  

was easy…or sane.  
Another word would be sane.  

Really, what more is there to say? 
 If you’ve ever been horse shopping  

you know how absurdly 
 time-consuming,  

gut-wrenching, and  
soul-sucking  

it can be.  
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As if taking on a mature,  
trained horse doesn’t offer  

enough excitement and anxiety.
Many a savvy horseman has  

acquired a real gem by buying  
what looked like a mutant camel  

as a two-year-old. Of course, others  
have simply acquired a  

mutant camel.

Simple fact:
I didn’t want to believe this 

 but, alas, it’s true. Particularly if you have 
 an athletic equine partner to keep you  

on your toes (or bouncing gracefully out of  
the tack). This is almost as depressing as the fact 

 that I can’t live on white bread and sugar  
without turning into the 

 Stay-Puft Marshmallow Man.
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I may be dating myself with this reference, but…
“A” is also for “a$$hole.” Horses who spook at things  

they’re really not scared of fall into this category.
Occasionally the letters K,E,H,C,M,B,F and a few  

others also bring about this reaction.

A similarity to Nascar…and on that note,  
if they can pay someone for making a bunch of left  

turns, I feel like they should be willing to pay someone 
 for directing a 1,100-pound animal in a series of circles  
BOTH ways! This comic is for that 60 seconds before you 

 go in the ring, when your horse is a lathered mess,  
he’s still in his boots, you have mud all over your  

boots, and you’re not quite sure  
where you laid your jacket.
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If you’ve ever shown,  
you know I’m right on this one. Unless  

you have a herd of grooms and a 
 hermetically sealed bubble to shroud yourself  

in, you’d better just face the fact that before  
you ever enter the ring, you’ll be covered in a  

fine coating of horsey grunge.

While I really am  
grossly in love with the bling in the  

dressage ring, you have to admit that  
a little goes a long way.
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Show prep.  
Because this is STILL  

true…. Because  
sometimes it’s you who  

needs to do 40 laps  
before gracing the  

warm-up ring.  
Being a consummate 
 weenie myself, I can 

 attest to  
this happening. 

Hunter shows be like…
NEVER-ENDING.

For all my hunter/jumper friends who know  
the joys of waiting hours for your  

class, only to finally go sit down and then  
have it called so you can scramble  

like mad to get ready again. 
 I don’t miss that.
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Time for some honest  
self-assessment: If you start off  

the cross-country phase trying to 
puke in such a manner so as to 

ensure the Gatorade coming out 
backward does not hit and spook 
your horse, all the while asking 

yourself what was so wrong with just 
doing plain old dressage, you might 
need to reconsider your riding goals.  

A moment similar to this may just 
have been when I realized that 

hurtling myself over fixed  
obstacles was not really my forte.  
Good thing I realized how wimpy  
I was early on, as it has given me 

plenty of time to throw my money 
and effort into an arguably even 
more expensive and somewhat 

masochistic discipline.  
(Hello, Dressage.)
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How many horses can you fit into a 20- by 60-meter pen?
It depends how high you stack them.

Though I recognize that the warm-up ring is a necessary evil at 
horse shows, I still don’t understand why so many people riding in 
it are either feckless or believe they OWN the ring. Also, I get that 
there are green horses (I have one!), but let’s all just agree not to 
take the screaming harpy on a string into the warm-up ring with 47 

other horses when you have other options.

 

X. Halt. Salute!
I’m pretty convinced that 

 showing is in fact a form of  
masochism. If only we could all be 
 as confident and competent going  
down center line as we are at nearly 

 any other time when riding. Oh, well. Here’s to 
 dreaming (or at least some mild drinking  

before my next round of tests).
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Oh, really?
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