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The teamwork of Chris Enss and Howard Kazanjian bringing us the rich 
history of the Old West and the old western movies is unparalleled.  There 
is no one else I would turn to learn about our western heritage.  Chris and 
Howard have given us wonderful insights into Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 

with their acclaimed book The Cowboy and the Senorita.  This addition brings 
even more powerful emotion to a look back at the wonderful universe 

surrounding one of the greatest Hollywood partnerships of all time, both 
 on- and off-screen.  I can’t wait to share it with my friends and family.” 

“This gorgeous book shows why Roy Rogers and Dale Evans had an 
impossible-to-exaggerate influence on American culture in their prime. 
As revealed in these impressive photographs and informative texts,  
Roy and Dale’s behind-the-scenes story is as powerful and often 
heartbreaking as any story in their films.

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans made their first 
movie together in 1944, and so began a dazzling 
partnership with a devoted public following that 

lasted 52 years. In this charming photographic biography, 
readers meet the talented young man and woman who 
would eventually become the royal couple of B-rated 
Westerns, a reign that would last more than a decade. The 
dynamic pair, adored by fans for both their acting and 
their singing abilities, costarred in 29 movies and recorded 
more than 200 albums together, eventually parlaying their 
fame to the small screen with a half-hour television hit  

The Roy Rogers Show, as well as a comic book series and a 
long list of merchandise bearing their names. In these pages, 
rarely seen personal photos and striking publicity shots 
capture all aspects of Rogers’ and Evans’ life, transporting 
nostalgic readers back to a time when the good always save 
the day and lovers ride off together into the sunset to the 
now-famous tune written by Evans that would become the 
couple’s theme: “Happy Trails.” It is both a classic reminder 
for aficionados and a beguiling introduction to new fans, 
demonstrating how even when both career and family are 
in the limelight, they can still be well-lived.
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Chapter Seven

Box-Office Star

“In real life, he stood taller than an icon  
and reached farther than the stars.”

Country and western singer/songwriter Clint Black about Roy Rogers 
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Roy lent his services  

to the USO, entertain-

ing troops and raising 

 hundreds of thousands  

of dollars for war bonds.
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O
n July 12, 1943, Roy Rogers and his trusty palomino, Trigger, 

appeared on the cover of Life magazine. The overwhelming 

 success of Roy’s movies had made him the biggest box-office 

draw in the country.

On average, Roy made eight pictures a year, and in between 

productions he traveled around the country promoting his work. He 

sometimes made six appearances a day at various theaters where his 

movies were playing. Audiences would fill the seats of the movie houses, 

Roy and the Sons of the Pioneers would sing a few songs, and then his 

film would run. 

Trigger accompanied Roy on all his promotional trips. Roy had 

acquired Trigger in 1938 when the horse was a yearling and, with the 

aid of a professional trainer, he brought the animal into prominence.

Along with information about his home life, the origin of the 

singing cowboy’s name was revealed in the Life article. Studio exec-

utives had given Leonard Slye, also known as Dick Weston (a name 

Leonard picked himself and used as his professional name for a short 

time), the handle of Rogers in 1937, after the famous humorist Will 

Rogers, and Roy, which means “king.” The two stage names fit  

together perfectly. 

Roy signs autographs for fans in 1940.
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Roy and Dale teamed up for the second time in the 1944 movie The Yellow Rose of Texas.
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Roy, Dale, and Gabby Hayes  outwit 

the bad guys in the 1945 motion 

picture Bells of Rosarita.
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Roy and Trigger visit a child in the hospital in 1940.
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