Ny Jean Abernethy Pregente
The Essential

erg QS

The Life and Timeg of ,"' v,

the World’e Most Popular /7 f | w
Cartoon Equine °°
> __./“ . .
_:,ﬁ) A
Ny . =
thFeEESrsse ‘///,/’/ | - (EQUUQ Hilar IOUQ)

Treasury

Foreword by Guy MclLean



DUPLICATION PROHIBITED
by copyright holder

Contenta

Foreword by Guy MCLEam ........uuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1X
ACKNOWIEdZIMENTS. ....ui i xi
Part One: Becoming Fergus.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiinnL. 1
The Evolution of the ATtiSt..........oooiiiii e 3
The Evolution of the HOTSE ........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 13
The COmIC SEIPS . uun et 25
Fergus on FaceboOoK.........ooiiiiiiiiii 27
Part Two: The Fergus COmics..........cocoveiiiiiiiiiineinn... 35
The Ridden Word ... 37
The FIies HaVe Tt ...uuiii e 51
HOTSE WISAOIN ...t 59
Barmn SINartS . ... 79
SWEEt COMIPATIIONIS .ttt ettt et e s 93
Wonderland ... 115

© Jean Abernethy and Trafalgar Square Books
www.HorseandRiderBooks.com



DUPLICATION PROHIBITED
by copyright holder

The

volution
of the

When you pick yourself up off the ground, and watch that pony run off—
again—something clicks. You either quit, or you find it funny!

When I was little, I told my brother that I wanted to be a cowboy. He said I
could not be a cowboy because I was a girl. But then, he knew more about
the world than I did because he was eight. I was only five and the youngest of
four children, all of us close in age. Humor was a part of learning to get along
in the world—we had to learn to laugh at things.
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Throughout those years of cartooning, a recurring question came up: “What
isyour horse’s name?” Perhaps it was the consistency of those non-horse-like
eyes on my equine characters that suggested to readers I was always drawing
the same horse. I can't be sure. But the question came up more and more
often, and hinted that perhaps readers wanted an individual horse character.

By the late nineties, my comics had appeared in a good many horse publica-
tions across the United States and Canada, and the time seemed ripe to try
something new. So, [ drew a little horse with those same ridiculous eyes and
named him “Fergus” thinking that he letter “u” could perfectly be replaced
by a horseshoe instead.
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Whoa, Fergus, Whea. Whoa, boy, whea...Fergus. [ OK. Tsk tsk Sarry, Kid but T'll have

Whoa... Whoa, boy. whe Whoa & walk on, 17 o stand here a while
Whoa.. whoa.. Whoa. %4 | Fergus : to use up that
Fergus, whoa, — WHOA! ; ' many "Whoas"l
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. i Whoa ) (#
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You wanted to practice _.and you wanted to ..and there you are, flat, on the ground,
ground work, and flatwork... practice without stirrups... and with no stirrups. Looks like a success
to mel
b - 4 b
I can't beleive it! Grace did She must really like teaching I had a word with her

that little kid.

l_‘_e:ver'-,rfhing perfectlyl

. about job security,
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We are their
therapists, Art.

Ferqus, why
do people

kezp horses?

| How so? I
A

Well, they tell us their prablems in
confidence, we listen without arguing,
and, we cost them a fortune.

Fergus, how do T create in you, that willing
attitude, that special bond; that deep, trusting
horse-human partnership that
I've been reading so much
ﬁbeuf?

fﬁjgz

It's easy, Kid. Be kind to me. T'll go unwhere
with you, do anything you ask me to do, as
long as you let me be in command. J/j

Grace, I've been at the bottom of the pecking

order for a while, and I want to ask you if I

might have a promotion. Maybe to, um...
- .the upper-middle?

N\

Oh well, the low rungs on a ladder are just

as important as the high rungs.
\ 5

0
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Those are not
lumps of coal.

Oh how cutel T guess I
really inspired the Kid,

e ]
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Praige from Fergus's Friends

I'{ | I F SGT RECKLESS WERE ALIVE TODAY, she and Fergus would be the

best of friends! Fergus brings a smile to my face every time | read
his cartoon. Can’t wait for his new book to come out!” —Robin Hutton,
Author of the New York Times Bestseller Sgt. Reckless: America’s
War Horse

a H OW COOL TO HAVE FERGUS AND HIS BUDDIES corralled in one
spot! I've enjoyed his escapades so much over the years. This

book will be a great way to enjoy them again and share them with

others.” —Christine Hamilton, Western Horseman Magazine

ae FERGUS IS THAT RARE EXAMPLE of a horse with his hooves in two

communities: He speaks for horses, and he speaks for people
who love them. When | read a Fergus comic panel, | always chuckle
first loudly and then ruefully because the comic is funny—and I've been
in that situation before.” —Larri Jo Starkey, The American Quarter
Horse Journal

ae FERGUS AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE KEPT ME LAUGHING for the past
fifteen years, because the scenarios are so very, very true. Jean

Abernethy has an artistic gift and a comic wit that makes us all grin.

| am thrilled that so many of Fergus's adventures can now be viewed

together in a book.” —Lisa Wysocky, author of My Horse My Partner

and the Cat Enright Equestrian Mystery Series
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