
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Eldress Anna White (1831 – 1910) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
 

Anna White was born to a Quaker family on January 21, 1831 in a cottage on the corner of 

Orange and Willow Streets in Brooklyn, NY. Her father joined the Shakers at Hancock, MA 

and Anna and her siblings often visited him there during the summer. In time, she too 

became interested In the Shaker faith and by 1849 had made the decision to join, coming 

to Mount Lebanon’s North Family where she would remain and eventually presided as 

eldress. Sister Anna believed that the Shakers’ religious views had social and political 

implications that could not be ignored. In 1904, she wrote “Shakerism: It’s Meaning and 

Message,” with Sister Leila Taylor, the most complete historical and theological study of the 

community written by Shakers. They wrote about not only the beginning of Shakerism, but 

how that “system of faith and mode of life” was relevant to the 20th century. One of Eldress 

Anna’s main focuses was women’s rights. She wrote extensively on the divine feminine and 

its presence in Shakerism, publishing several pamphlets including “Motherhood of God.” 

She advocated beyond the Shaker community as a member of the National American 

Woman Suffrage Association and established the Mount Lebanon North Family branch of 

the National Council of Women. 

 
Sister Sarah Neale (1849 – 1948) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Sarah Neale, also known as Sally or Sadie, was born in Williamstown, MA on July 8, 1849, 

and joined the East Family Shakers of Mount Lebanon in 1855 along with five of her siblings. 

In 1863, she was sent to the North Family at Watervliet, NY where she taught school for 

twenty years, and also assisted in creating the newspaper, the Shaker. In 1895, she 

returned to Mount Lebanon, this time to the Church Family where she was made a trustee 

in 1923. During her time in the Church Family, Sister Sarah managed the Shakers’ post office 

and supervised the gardens and orchards. In the 1940s she went to live at Hancock until 

her death on February 17, 1948. 

Eldress Sarah (Mary Jane) Collins (1855 – 1947) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Mary Jane Collins was born in Boston on May 1, 1855. While she was a child, her mother 

died and her father enlisted to fight in the Civil War and was killed, leaving her an orphan. 

A Shaker elder, Daniel Hawkins, picked her along with others to accompany him to the 

South Family at Mount Lebanon, where her name was changed to Sarah to avoid 

confusion with another Boston girl with the same first name. The South Family’s principal 

business was producing chairs for sale, which Sister Sarah was involved in from the 

beginning, wrapping finished chairs for shipment. After a fire in 1875 caused widespread 

damage at Mount Lebanon, many young Shakers decided to leave; Sarah was persuaded 

to stay, becoming second eldress at age 20. She led the Shakers’ chair industry through its 

decline and eventual closure in the 1940s until moving to Hancock. She died there in 1947. 

https://shakerml.org/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eldress Polly Lewis (1815 – 1899) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Polly Lewis was only a few years old when her parents joined the newly formed Shaker 

family at Savoy, MA. When that community failed to thrive, most of the members there, 

including three-year-old Polly moved to Mount Lebanon. At Lebanon, she was placed at 

the North Family where she lived until the end of 1850 when she was moved to the South 

Family. She is known to have worked as a seamstress and by the early 1870s had been 

appointed a family deaconess.  For many years she was the principle business manager for 

the South Family, and acted as something of a mother figure to Sarah Collins. 

Sisters Anna Dodgson (1818 - 1897) and Mary Hazard (1811 - 1899) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Anna Dodgson was born near Carlisle, England on June 2, 1818, and came to the Shakers 

along with her parents, John and Deborah Dodgson; the family remained devoted lifelong 

Shakers. As a girl in the Church Family, Anna was known for her pattern work on goods sold 

in the Shakers’ “fancy goods” store. Later, she taught at the schoolhouse and kept charge 

of children in the community until being appointed as a deaconess. In that capacity she 

managed business and the needs of the family, including legal questions and regulations 

around new members being introduced to the community. 

 

Mary Hazard was born in Hancock, MA on November 11, 1811, to Lucy Vaughn and Squire 

Hazard, a local Justice of the Peace who helped the local Shakers’ gain exemption from 

military service during the War of 1812. Young Mary became interested in the Shakers who 

frequently called on her father for legal and business assistance, and in June 1824 went to 

visit Mount Lebanon and decided to stay, with her parents’ consent. In 1837 she joined the 

Church Family and moved up in rank until appointed as deaconess in 1851 where she 

remained through December 1896, overseeing financial matters for the family. 

Eldress Harriet Bullard (1824 – 1916) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Harriet Bullard was born in Pike, Wyoming County, NY on November 18, 1824, and came to 

the Shakers when she was thirteen years old with her older sister Marcia and her aunt 

Caroline Webber, against the efforts of her father and her brothers. Along with many of the 

young girls and women of the Shaker Society at that time, both Bullard girls were 

“instruments” in the spiritual work of the Era of Manifestations, a period of increased 

spiritually-inspired activity. In 1850, Harriet was appointed second eldress at the North 

Family, before moving to Watervliet, NY’s Second Family in 1865, bringing with her a 

number of sisters from New Lebanon. In 1881, she was elevated to second in the ministry, 

and ten years later was made first in the ministry, a position she held until her resignation at 

90 years old. In this capacity, she oversaw the sometimes sad, but necessary, task of 

closing or consolidating declining Shaker communities. 

https://shakerml.org/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sister Cecelia DeVere (1836 – 1912) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
 

Cecelia DeVere was born into a working class Catholic family in Donegal, Ireland in 1836, 

where her father was part of the movement fighting for freedom from Protestant England. 

When Cecelia was only four, her father was part of an unsuccessful guerrilla attack on 

English forces. In order to avoid capture, he fled with his family to America where her father 

worked as a radical journalist advocating for working class immigrants. At 23, Cecelia 

found herself disillusioned with Catholicism. Seeking out a more spiritually fulfilling life, 

Cecelia joined the Shaker community where she followed in her father’s footsteps as not 

only a writer, but advocate for reform, explaining, “Nay, we are not politicians, but our 

hearts and our labors go out fervently for the good of humanity.” 

Eldress Ann Taylor (1811 – 1897) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 
Ann Taylor was born the youngest of six children in Manchester, England on July 27, 1811.  

At only six weeks old, Ann was brought with her family to America, where they settled for a 

time in New York City and subsequently Hudson, NY. She came to the Shakers after 1820, 

when her family relocated from Hudson to New Lebanon. Ann lived in the Church Family 

for the duration of her Shaker life. She was a tailor and basket-maker, deaconess of the 

spin shop, and a member of the Lebanon Ministry as Church Family Eldress from 1856 

through 1890. 

Sister Martha Jane Anderson (1844 – 1897) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
 

Martha Anderson came to the Shakers of Mount Lebanon in 1855 along with her brother, 

William. She worked as a seamstress making clothes for the brethren and tending to the 

boys in the North Family. Sister Martha was always of fragile health; in 1887 she was 

appointed as a helpmate for Eldress Anna White but due to her health became the family 

deaconess instead. She was a prolific writer of poems and songs and many of her songs 

continue to be sung in Shaker worship today. Her poem, “The Bird Craze,” was written in 

protest of the use of bird feathers in women’s apparel. She, like many in the North Family, 

was a vegetarian, and wrote an essay on Social Life and Vegetarianism that was published 

in the Herald of Health. 

 

Sister Cornelia French (1840 - 1917) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 

 

Cornelia French came to live at the North Family at Mount Lebanon at 

the end of 1841 and was indentured to the elders there at age two. Her 

mother, Mary French, had been abandoned by her husband. Cornelia 

was moved quickly to the Church Family, arriving there in October 1842. 

She spent her entire life there working in the wash house at laundry and 

making soap, the kitchen making bread, the workshops making baskets, 

and serving as a family deaconess. It was Sister Cornelia’s basket-making 

that later attracted the attention of those interested in the Shakers in the 

1980s. A book, Angel Baskets, was written as a fictional account of her 

baskets and her particular gift to “twill” the bottoms of the baskets to 

make them look like a pair of angel’s wings. 

https://shakerml.org/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sister Lillian Barlow (1876 – 1942) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
 

Lillian Barlow challenged some fundamental Shaker gender roles when 

she began working in the chair shop at Mount Lebanon, typically a job 

for Brethren. However, by the beginning of the 20th century, Sister Lillian, 

along with Brother William Perkins, ran the Mt. Lebanon Woodworking 

Co. This prominent business made patterns and models, cabinets, and 

wood carvings, and did antique restorations, turning and polishing – all 

activities Sister Lillian contributed to. 

 

Sister Martha Jane Anderson (1844 – 1897), Sister Grace Bowers 

(1863 – 1905), and Eldress Anna White (1831 - 1910) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
See Sister Martha Jane Anderson and Eldress Anna White.  

 

Grace Bowers came from Hoboken, NJ to live at the North Family at the 

age of four along with two of her natural sisters, Amy and Lucy. She 

worked at home chores and making fancy goods for the Sisters’ use 

and for sale at the store. A lifelong vegetarian since early childhood, 

Elder Frederick Evans once wrote of her dietary discipline: “Any boy or 

girl who will thus subject appetite to a principal, is laying a solid 

foundation for a useful character.” 

 

Eldress Augusta Stone (1836 – 1908), Sister Emma J. Neale (1847 – 

1943), and Sister Mary Hazard (1811 – 1899) 

Mount Lebanon, NY 
See Sisters Anna Dodgson and Mary Hazard, below.  
 

 

Augusta Stone was born in North Bennington, VT and was indentured to 

the Church Family Shakers at Mount Lebanon at the age of four. She 

worked in the family dairy for a half-dozen years, as caretaker of the 

young girls for four years, caring for the mending of some of the brothers’ 

clothes, and as a basket-maker. In 1884 she was placed in the elders’ 

order as the family eldress and in 1891 became a member of the Mount 

Lebanon Ministry. When quite aged she continued making some baskets 

each year as at that time they were a mainstay in the Shaker store. 
 
 

Emma Neale was born on June 10, 1847 in Hindale, NH and came to the Shakers in 1855 at eight years old with her five siblings. 

She worked as a schoolteacher until 1882 when she was appointed trustee at Mount Lebanon. She proved conservative and 

shrewd in her economic and business sense, managed real estate and timber sales and negotiated railroad expansion. Sister 

Emma also developed the Shakers’ cloak business at Mount Lebanon as head of E. J. Neale & Co. making genuine, honest 

Shaker products highly valued in the early 20th century. She also oversaw the sale of the Church Family property in October 

1930 to an organization that eventually developed into the Darrow School. 

 

Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon stewards the North Family at the historic Mount Lebanon Shaker Village in New Lebanon, New 

York, which is open from June to October and offers tours, exhibitions, and public programs. The museum also has a campus in 

Old Chatham, New York, open year round by appointment, where the administrative offices, collections, library, and archives 

are housed. The museum’s collection of over 56,000 Shaker items is the most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world. 

Please visit shakerml.org for more information and to find out about programming in 2017. 

https://shakerml.org/
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