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Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon was founded in 
1950 by John S. Williams, Sr. on his farm in Old Chatham, 
New York. Beginning in the 1930s, Williams traveled ex-

tensively to then-active Shaker communities and collected 
examples of their arts, industries, and domestic life, as well 
as spiritual artifacts. After the 2004 acquisition of the North 

Family at Mount Lebanon Shaker Village, the Museum’s 
name was changed from Shaker Museum & Library to 

Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon. The Mount Lebanon 
site is open June through October for exhibitions, guided 

tours, and public programs. The administrative offices, 
collections storage, and the library are located in 

Old Chatham and open year-round by appointment.

Become a member of 
Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon

and join a community of people who care about 
preserving the history and legacy of the American 

Shakers. Members receive discounted or free admission 
to events, public programs, tours, as well as a 

discount in the Museum shop.

Shaker Museum
mount lebanon

Front cover: “Humility.” Image courtesy of The Trustees - 
Archives & Research Center, Fruitlands Museum.

The Museum is supported by:

and donations from individuals



Visitor center, museum shop, and grounds are 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Guided tours daily at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Access to historic buildings, exhibition, and 
installations by guided tour only

Tours are $10 per person, $8 for members and 
seniors (65+)
Children under 12 free

The North Family Shakers
11:00 a.m.
Founded in 1787, Mount Lebanon was the fi rst 
offi cial community and was the leader in admin-
istrative and spiritual matters for all the Shaker 
communities that followed. The North Family 
was established ca. 1800 and served as a conduit 
between “the World” and the more cloistered 
Families to the south. Join this tour to learn more.

Perfect Work: 
Sisterhood in the North Family 
2:00 p.m.
Explore the lives of Shaker women at the North 
Family, and how the work they performed - operating 
businesses, working in shops and gardens, interacting 
with the World’s people, and managing their own 
affairs - was a physical manifestation of Shaker 
views on equality.

Perfect Work is made possible by Humanities NY

Exhibition
BREAK EVERY YOKE: Shakers, 
gender equality, and women’s suffrage

When Mother Ann Lee outlined her theology for the 
community that would become known as the Shakers, 
she placed equality at its heart. As the nature of God was 
dual, both male and female, the children of God were to 
be companions, celibate brothers and sisters, each repre-
senting a share of God’s image. This fundamental precept 
shaped gender relations within the Shaker communities, 
leading to dual offi ces in which men and women worked 
in tandem. But it wasn’t enough for the Shakers to enact 
gender equality in their own communities. Called to serve 
society, the Shakers took to heart the call for women’s 
suffrage. The 1884 Shaker Manifesto (quoting the resolu-
tions of the Annual Meeting of the New England Woman 
Suffrage Association) denounced ‘the political aristocracy 
of sex as contrary to nature, reason, justice, expediency 
and common-sense.” 

This exhibition traces the evolution of Shaker gender re-
lations, from the earliest prophecies of Mother Ann Lee to 
the struggles of Shakers in the fi ght for universal suffrage.

Installations

2017 Season
June 16 – October 9
Fridays – Mondays

Please note that due to current restoration projects, 
parking and accessible facilities are limited. 

Exhibition made possible through the generous support 
of the New York State Council on the Arts, the Hudson 
River Bank and Trust Foundation, and private funding.

Shaker Stoves
Shaker stoves, whether used to heat rooms or warm
irons for the laundry, are known for their unique and 
inventive designs.

Shaker Tools
Shakers made and used a variety of tools in their 
workshops and in their crafts. This installation features 
an assortment of tools.


