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Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon, 

formerly known as the Shaker Museum and 

Library, was founded in 1950 as the first inde-

pendent museum devoted to Shaker history. 

Today, the Museum stewards the world’s most 

comprehensive Shaker collection and the 

North Family historic site at Mount Lebanon.

Become a member of the Museum, 

and join a community of people helping to 

preserve and share the story of the Shakers.  

Members enjoy discounted or free admission 

to special exhibits and programs, access to our 

Lending Library, a discount in the Museum 

Store, and much more.

Shaker Museum
mount lebanon
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The Museum is supported by the New York State Council on the Arts 

with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
and the New York State Legislature.



Visitor Center & 
Museum Store
Located in the 1854 Wash House, the Visitor Center 
features interactive tools for exploring Shaker history and 
a members’ lending library. The Museum Store offers new 
and used books, local gifts, and products made by the 
living Shakers of Sabbathday Lake, ME.

Daily Guided Tours
Entry into historic buildings is by guided tour only. 
Tours are offered on a first-come, first-served basis.

The North Family Shakers
Daily at 10:30am, 2:30pm
The North Family was home to some of the most 
progressive Shakers in history, including missionaries, 
scholars, vegetarians, and social reformers. 

The North Family Shaker 
Cemetery & Memorial
Daily at 12:30pm
While the North Family Shakers led extraordinary 
lives, so too did they confront Shaker life’s end and 
the complexities of finding a communal approach 
to it. Hike up to the community’s cemetery and 
memorial to explore these questions.

To the Meetinghouse 
Every Monday at 12:30pm
Find out what made the Shaker meeting one of the 
great New York tourist attractions in the 19th century. 
Then, hear the dramatic story of persecution that 
Shakers endured here in 1783.

Exhibition
WASH
there is no dirt in heaven
July – October, Wash House

WASH: There is no dirt in heaven tells the story 
of the day to day work of Shaker women and 
men as they carried out the domestic  chore  
of weekly communal laundry. It looks at the 
Shakers’ engineered waterpower systems, in-
cluding dams, ponds, and aqueducts that ran 
the mechanical wash-mill, extractors, and  
elevators to lift clothes from the wash room to 
the drying attic. The exhibition also explores how 
the Shakers used their knowledge of laundry  
technology to create and manufacture a  
commercial washer, mangle, and laundry  
soap for sale to the public.

Season Highlights
In-depth programs exploring the many stories 
that the North Family’s buildings hold.

A fun new learning space for children in the 
historic Poultry House.

Lectures, gallery talks, and workshops.

Guided tours allowing visitors the rare chance 
to venture inside the ruin of the 1859 Great 
Stone Barn to examine the Shakers’ massive 
industrial and agricultural achievement. 

Shaker Museum members receive free or 
discounted admission to special programs 
and events.

Visit our website at shakerml.org for a 
complete program schedule and more details.

2016 Season
June 17 – October 10
Fridays – Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm
Suggested donation of $10 includes access to exhibitions 
and grounds. Guided tours are $10 for adults, visitors 
under 18 free.

Please note that due to current restoration projects, 
parking and accessible facilities are limited. 


