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Shaker Museum Appoints Robert Gilson as Acting Director 

 
(October 6, 2015) The Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon has appointed Robert Gilson as acting 
director while it searches for a new executive director. Gilson recently retired as director of the 92nd 
Street Y School of the Arts in New York City. Under his leadership, the school grew from a small 
neighborhood art center into one of the largest community arts programs in the country, serving more 
than 25,000 participants annually with programs in visual arts, music, and dance; as well as an 
educational outreach program in the New York City public schools.  
 
"I am deeply honored to be able to serve the Shaker Museum during this important time of transition,” 
said Gilson. “There is so much we can learn from the Shakers. We generally associate the Shakers 
with their religious practices and their furniture, but they were also exceptional farmers; sophisticated 
innovators and business people. Many of their ideas - like gender equality - which were revolutionary 
at the time, are still relevant today." 
 
"We are very pleased to have Bob helping us as we search for a new executive director,” said Jeff 
Daly, Chairman of the Museum’s Board of Trustees. “His extensive non-profit management 
experience will be invaluable as we transition to a new director.” 
 
“Under former Museum President David Stocks’ leadership we were able to play a major role in three 
important loan exhibitions which raised the profile of the Museum regionally, nationally and 
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internationally,” Daly continued. “In addition, we were able to stabilize the Great Stone Barn - a World 
Monument Fund site - on time and on budget. With the largest collection of Shaker materials in the 
world at Old Chatham, and a collection of historically important buildings at the North Family Site, a 
National Historic Landmark, in New Lebanon, we are poised to become the definitive museum 
documenting Shaker life and material culture.”  
 
“While there is much work to be done,” said Daly, “the merger of the collection and site will be a 
significant economic driver for the town of New Lebanon, and for Columbia County. Bob will be an 
important asset in sustaining our momentum until a new director is in place." 
 
The Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon, located in New Lebanon, Columbia County, New York, is 
dedicated to engaging and inspiring local, national, and global audiences by telling the story of the 
American Shakers. The museum’s collections span over 55,000 items and it stewards the North 
Family historic site at Mount Lebanon, a National Historic Landmark. The museum is open seasonally 
at the site from June to October, and offers programs year-round.  Please visit www.shakerml.org for 
more information. 
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