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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon opens exhibition examining the Shakers, 

gender equality, and women’s suffrage 

(June 21, 2017)  

On Friday, June 16, Shaker 
Museum | Mount 
Lebanon celebrated the 
opening of the historic 
Shaker village and the 
exhibition Break Every 
Yoke: Shakers, gender 
equality, and women’s suffrage. 
Funded by the New York 
State Council on the Arts, 
the Hudson River Bank 
and Trust Foundation, and 
private donations, the 
exhibition explores Shaker 
Founder Ann Lee’s 
original assertion that God 
was dual, both male and 
female, and the impact of 
that belief on the roles 
women played in the 

spiritual and secular activities of Shaker society. The exhibition draws on more than 75 artifacts from 
Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon’s collections.  

 

Break Every Yoke: Shakers, gender equality and women's suffrage, Shaker Museum | 
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The entire first floor of the 
1829 Brethren’s Workshop 
has been transformed into 
exhibition space. In addition 
to Break Every Yoke are the 
installations Warmth: Shaker 
Stoves and Work: Shaker 
Tools, highlighting domestic 
and industrial objects from 
the museum’s collection. 
The space was designed by 
Studio Joseph, an award 
winning design firm based 
in New York City that has 
done extensive work with 
the Museum of the City of 
New York, Columbia 
University, and the NYC 
Department of Design and 
Construction.  

“The exhibition on gender equality presents an in-depth look at what Shaker life was like for 
women. The installations of tools and stoves highlight the aesthetic beauty and inventiveness of 
objects Shaker men and women used every day. Most exciting, though, is the fact that more than 
125 artifacts from the museum’s collections are on view for the first time in many years,” said Lacy 
Schutz, Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon’s executive director. 

The historic Shaker site is open Friday to Monday from 10:00 to 4:00. Access to the buildings and 
exhibitions is by guided tour only. For more information or to book a tour online in advance, people 
may visit https://shakerml.org/pages/hours-admission. 

Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon stewards the historic site in New Lebanon, New York, which is 
open from June to October and offers tours, exhibitions, and public programs. The museum also 
has a campus in Old Chatham, New York, open year round by appointment, where the 
administrative offices, collections, library, and archives are housed. The museum’s collection of over 
56,000 Shaker items is the most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world. Please visit 
www.shakerml.org for more information. 
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