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Juliana Hatfield, Tracy Bonham, Stephin Merritt, et al. in Wesley Stace's Variety Show to 

Benefit Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon at Helsinki Hudson   

(Hudson, NY) - Author/musician Wesley Stace, aka John Wesley Harding, brings his 

Cabinet of Wonders revue - featuring an all-star lineup including musicians Tracy Bonham, 

Juliana Hatfield, Hudson's own Stephin Merritt (Magnetic Fields), and Suzzy Roche; novelist 

Charles Bock; author Daniel Mendelsohn; and comedian Dave Hill - to Club Helsinki 

Hudson on Wednesday, October 11, at 8pm, in a program to benefit Shaker Museum | 

Mount Lebanon. 

 The Cabinet of Wonders is a one-of-a-kind showcase featuring musicians, authors, 

and comedians, curated by musician/author Wesley Stace.  

 Since its inception in 2009, Cabinet of Wonders has established itself in New York 

and on tour in the USA and Europe as an exciting stage for both prominent and emerging 
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voices in music, literature, and comedy. Stace originally conceived Cabinet of Wonders as a 

way to bring together his creative friends; he handpicks the performers and facilitates unusual 

onstage collaborations for each show, managing to weave the diverse lineup into an 

unforgettable night. An acclaimed artist in his own right, Stace has released 16 albums under 

the name John Wesley Harding, one under his birth name, and published four novels. 

 “This is the first time we’ve 

put together a Cabinet to 

benefit anything but the 

performers and we’re so very 

proud to do it for the Shaker 

Museum. We’re going to 

Shaker, rattle, and roll!” said 

Stace. 

 The lineup for the Shaker Museum benefit features a staggering array of talent. 

Juliana Hatfield and Tracy Bonham were stalwarts of the late-1980s/early-1990s indie-

rock scene. Classically trained violinist and pianist Bonham gained fame as an indie-rock 

solo artist in the mid-1990s on the strength of her single, "Mother Mother," garnering several 

Grammy Award nominations along the way. Now based in Woodstock, Bonham is also highly 
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in demand as a musician, having performed with Blue Man Group and Aerosmith, among 

others. 

 Juliana Hatfield first gained fame with Blake Babies, before joining Evan Dando's 

Lemonheads. She began her solo career performing as the Juliana Hatfield Three in 1991, 

and scored big with the modern-rock track, "My Sister." 

 Hudson's own Stephin Merritt is best 

known as the lead singer and songwriter of 

indie-pop group Magnetic Fields. His dry, 

deadpan bass voice is a remarkable contrast to 

his songs full of deep emotion, heartbreak, and 

wit. 

 Suzzy Roche is best known as one-third of the folk-rock sister group the Roches. 

She has also enjoyed a successful solo career and is a novelist, a film actress, and a 

member of The Wooster Group, an acclaimed experimental theater collective where she 

performs in Early Shaker Spirituals: A Record Album Interpretation. 

 Charles Bock's 2008 debut novel Beautiful Children was selected as a Notable Book 

of the Year by the New York Times. Alice & Oliver, based on his first wife’s losing battle with 

leukemia, is his latest novel. 

 Daniel Mendelsohn is an essayist, memoirist, critic, columnist, and author of the 
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bestselling The Lost: A Search for Six of Six Million. His work has appeared in the New York 

Times, Newsweek, Esquire, the Paris Review, the New Republic, and New York magazine. 

His latest book An Odyssey: A Father, a Son, and an Epic is the tale of a father and son’s 

transformative journey in reading–and reliving–Homer’s epic masterpiece. 

 Comedian Dave Hill is best known as the host of "The Goddamn Dave Hill Show" on 

WFMU. A busy stand-up comic, Hill is frequently seen as an actor on TV and is the author of 

two collections of essays. He is also a member of the bands Valley Lodge, Sons of Elvis, 

and Cobra Verde, and he wrote the theme song for "Last Week Tonight with John Oliver." 

 The New Yorker once called Wesley Stace's Cabinet of Wonders, "A vaudeville night 

that combines music and literature, resulting in one of the finest nights of entertainment this 

city has to offer." 

 Lacy Schutz, Executive Director of the Shaker Museum, said, “This is going to be a 

tremendously fun evening and I’m grateful to Wes and the rest of the performers for putting 

their talents to service in keeping alive the history of an unusual group of people whose 

progressive values included gender equality, racial equality, peace, and ecology.” 

 A portion of the ticket sales will benefit Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon, a museum 

dedicated to preserving the history of the Shakers, including their furniture and architecture 

as well as their values of inclusion, innovation, integrity, and conviction. Shaker Museum | 

Mount Lebanon stewards the historic Shaker site in New Lebanon, New York and also has a 



campus in Old Chatham, New York, open year round by appointment, where the 

administrative offices, collections, library, and archives are housed. The museum’s collection 

of over 56,000 Shaker items is the most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world. 

Please visit shakerml.org for more information. 

 The Cabinet of Wonders lineup is subject to change. 

 Tickets are available online or by calling Helsinki Hudson at 518.828.4800. For 

dinner reservations call the box office. For the most up-to-date concert information, 

visit www.helsinkihudson.com. 
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