LEADING A GROUP IN PRAYER

Rediscovering Church Hospitality
We are called to welcome.
Hebrews 13:2

There was a time when you couldn't walk through the doan@&vangelical church without being approached
by four or five well-meaning believers who wanted to makefgelat home. Not only did Christians

welcome strangers to worship, but churches had well-oif#ghtion programs assuring that newcomers would
receive friendly follow-up visits in their homes.

Where has the hospitality gone? Ao

A lack of hospitality toward strangers has crept into churchiesre many believ!sgier ignoring those
they don't know. Hospitality is an unglamorous subjeat tloesn't get much atte fr e pulpit. The
command from the writer of Hebrews to "show hospitalitgttangers” (13:2) contr rotective
society's warning to children to not talk to strangers.ity @omans 12:10 Paul p

hospitality" on par with being "devoted to prayer" andVisgy the Lord." = = v

Sharing popcorn and friendship y . W 2

When | moved to Florida in 1978 to work in Christiadica a WAeI g w at the churches |
visited there: the Nazarene church where a tall, twenty-s n wo ot let me leave
without finding out everything about me; the Assemblo a woman invited me to dinner
with her family; and the Baptist church where three e e at the end of the service
before | left. ‘

| ended up worshiping regularly at that Baptis | of popcorn! One Monday at 9

ocked at my door, just as | was
making popcorn. | was a bit embarrassed, sinc mw:ea mess and it was obvious that |
wasn't planning on guests. But inste ome printed church information and
leaving, the couple accepted my hal invi share my snack. Their kindness was not
just in stopping by to visit, but in feel to eat my popcorn and treat me like a friend.

evangelical churches a ity beyond Eegngeting of "hello.” At one large
evangelical church, | ind the pastor and hisyfavidthen it came time to greet those around us,

another major ¢ the door merely handedulietia.tShe recognized me as a
coworker of her | later asked her @awgy | would want to visit their church. In
another cas for a newly formed missiamh ¢hat invited the public to a study of

i p for the study, the pastor and eight mendlidn't know what to do with
end, no one had even asked mynaow to contact me for follow-up.

of hospitality to the meganth movement, where there are so many in the

hesitant
secular des

iend new neighbors or help a stranded motevasngelical zeal has been replaced by the
o live in our own safe, self-involved world.

Hospitality—modeled from the top down

The biblical concept of hospitality should be preached fronptiygt, taught in Sunday school, and modeled
by spiritual leaders. In 3 John 5, the elder Gaius is préiseaking care of strangers, and in two different
letters Paul lists hospitality as one of the qualificatiofia church overseer (1 Tim. 3:2 ; Titus 1:8).
Welcoming outsiders begins with the leaders in a churche lieglders model an attitude of hospitality, they
can infect the rest of the church.

1. Successful churches prepare volunteers to make sure no daneslthe building without a personal
conversation.
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2. Then a hospitality team needs to reach out to newcomers bedgriz&ve the sanctuary, in the same
way volunteer counselors at a Billy Graham crusade pair uptinde who come forward for the
invitation.

3. Once personal contact is established at church, follow-up déltsowtinue to send the message that
the Christian community cares. Conversations need to be upbekite-the call | received from an
associate pastor who said he had "been told by the head phatdré t'had to" take me out for
coffee. Our meeting turned into a gripe session for the adeqrastor instead of him using the
opportunity to get to know me or to share with me whal @as doing in the church.

Don't leave hospitality up to the newcomer .
If churches fail to provide hospitality, then the respolfigjtnf initiating fellowship f the newcomer. In
my search for a church home—after feeling ignored by every egation | visite ally.made a call to
the manager of the local Christian radio station to ask facedMe invited me to Bible study at
his church, which | now attend regularly. Eventually | askedther member to m‘Wy as an
accountability partner. And after we offered to take dinnengdamily of mmber w baby, the
new mother asked my wife to go with her to a new womenle Btody. N ers ma be the
initiators if they expect to feel welcome in a new congregaBoihc onti mind

members of the gospel message of hospitality. For ingpirkio cts, where the
apostle Paul "welcomed all who came to him" as he procklﬂe out Christ.
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leith newcomers?

staff and members?

— STEPHENWINZENBURG; excerpted from our sister publi
Today International or the author. For more articles li if

Discuss
1.Is our church a welcoming place to newco

2.Do we have the necessary infrastruc inp
3.What are we doing to make sure is t
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