ANSWERING TOUGH QUESTIONS

Suffering Can Be Good
When we let the cross shape our theology.
Philippians 2:5-8

It is remarkable that there were so few attempts to solve thblgmn of evil” prior to the 18century.

Certainly there was no shortage of suffering and disasferwlas nasty, brutish, and short. In Martin Luther’s

day the Black Death had decimated the population of Europstiinireatened. ViIIages and towns lived in

constant dread of fires and natural disasters.
Is it not curious that only when life seems to be easi¢hidkers set out to “jUS'[Ify ’? Perhaps it is as

Hannah Arendt remarks, “When man could no longaise, they turned their gre nceptual efforts to

justifying God.” But the problem of suffering should not just bkked up with the FIA/H Only false

speaking lures us into doing that.
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Good Suffering

Evil does cause suffering—but not always. Love can cause sigff Mthe Qﬁm for suffering.
Children with their demands and impetuous cries can cause M and stress of

daily life can cause suffering. Yet surely these are not to bedeenil. Human h nfortunate tendency
to try to prove that God has nothing to do with suffgrand € suffering goes on.

Martin Luther suffered spiritually and physically. But.laevsgGod’s hand in the suffering and wrote: “He
kills our will that his may be established in us. He sigdsdthe. flesh that the spirit and its desires
may come to life.” Beyond his own experience—base > asserted that whoever does

not know God hidden in suffering does not kn odla g to do with suffering, what is
he involved with?

Salvation Through Suffering

Suffering, the Bible proves, can be r
the cross that sinners can see and ¢
is good. That is the deepest reason w

ive. T e because it is only through suffering and
bBaxcsodfering. But it is suffering from God and it
afucifixion good.

onvenientd, the only way to know God is through
hezdt#lis a theology of the cross—a theology that

calls a spade a sp when it is redemptiveé, goo
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