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According to the website 
Daily Design News, which 
curates design updates 
from around the world, 
one of the top interior 
trends of 2018, is the use 
of copper. “The material 
doesn’t show signs of 
fading away,” it states. 

But while globally, 
the products are largely 
machine-manufactured, 
the techniques in India 
still lean towards the 
artisanal, as more and 
more brands are getting 
passionate about the 
revival of traditional 
craftsmanship. “It is 
important for us to work 
towards preserving 
age-old handcrafting 
techniques that have 
developed over time, 
respect the materials, 
and help create robust 
products. It would be a 
shame to lose these to 
machines,” says Manasi 

Agaskar, co-founder of 
Vilaasita, a Thane-based 
design brand creating 
sustainable décor and 
lifestyle products. 
Vilaasita’s repertoire 
of copper and brass 
designs includes conical 
or urli-shaped pendant 
lamps, chic hanging 
planters, leaf motif vases 
that also double up as 
pen stands or candle 
holders, and tea/coff ee 
servers designed like 
copper water heaters—
all created with the help 
of traditional hand-
beating techniques.

STANDING 
GROUND
For those who think 
that this trend bends 
towards the opulent 
or is old-world in any 
way, think again—in 
Scandinavian design, the 
beautiful shine of copper 

For over 5,000 
years, copper 
and brass 

have been at the heart 
of Indian crafts. From 
Karnataka’s Bidriware 
and the Pembarthi metal 
craft of Telangana, 
to the brass handicrafts 
of Moradabad, Dhokra 
artefacts of West 
Bengal to Kamrupi 
brassware of Assam, 
these metals made their 
way into the homes of 
our grandparents and 
parents in the form of 
hanging lamps, fi gurines 
and utensils. Today, their 
popularity hasn’t waned. 
What has changed 
though are the forms and 
fi nishes in which they are 
being reinvented and, 
thus, the ways they are 
being used. They’ve got 
a new, hip makeover, 
and driving this evolution 
is a band of innovative 
designers and artists.

A TIMELESS 
TREND
“Brass and copper are 
not going out of fashion 
any time soon. Their 
appeal, as pure metals 
and as alloys, lies in their 
lustre and malleability. 
Therefore, the discerning 
buyer is not just buying 
for now, but investing 
for the future,” says 
Valay Gada, founder 
of Delhi-based Cobalt 
Designs, which develops 
bespoke interior 
design, specialising in 
furniture, lighting and 

tableware. Since 2012, 
Cobalt Designs has been 
experimenting with 
copper to craft one-of-a-
kind jerry cans that can 
be used for décor as well 
as to store water, and 
with copper and brass 
to make orchid-inspired 
single and triple sconces. 

Other designers have 
been looking at copper 
and brass in a new light, 
too—using them to 
create modish and chic 
pieces like pens, carafes, 
wall clocks and more. For 
instance, at Pune-based 
Coppre—which works 
with metal artisans to 
create traditionally-
inspired products with 
an international design 

language —you will 
fi nd décor and utility 
items that have rarely 
been interpreted in 
copper. “Yes, we’ve 
reimagined the metal 
in unique forms such as 
bookmarks, two-tiered 
dessert stands, whirling 
tea lights and even 
buntings in geometric 
shapes. Traditionally, 
due to its health 
properties, copper was 
mostly used to make 
diff erent kinds of water 
bearers. But the metal 
has other wonderful 
qualities too, like being 
lightweight and having a 
beautiful shine. So we’ve 
expanded the range,” 
says Chhanda Bihari, 

METAL HEAD 
Copper and brass are as commonplace in India as wood. We explore the 

challenges they’ve faced, their new forms and designs, and how these 
metals continue to be relevant today.

Copper and brass are as commonplace in India as wood. We explore the 
challenges they’ve faced, their new forms and designs, and how these 

co-founder of Coppre. 
The idea, she says, is to 
also stay close to what’s 
trending, so that people 
can relate to their range 
of products. Having 
said that, the brand is 
also reviving old-school 
products, like platters, 
lamps, bowls, and even 
Moscow mule mugs, 
but in a tasteful fashion. 
“Our inspirations are 
from copper and brass 
heirloom pieces that 
people own, have 
experienced or have a 
memory of. Therefore, 
our attempts are to 
constantly resurrect 
vintage pieces too.” 

Coppre is one among 
many labels doing this. 
Through its products like 
origami-inspired tealight 

holders, marble boxes 
with copper or brass 
lids, and minimalist wall 
clocks, the Jaipur-based 
Studio Saswata tries 
not be too traditional or 
conventional, and fi t into 
urban households with 
ease. Similarly, Udaipur- 
and Gurugram-based 
Baarique crafts utensils 
out of copper, brass and 
bronze, but hand-paints 
them with gorgeous 
and colourful motifs 
like cherry blossoms, 
parrots and houseboat s. 
The materials have also 
got an upgrade in the 
textured, concaved 
brass wall art, and test 
tube-shaped vases by 
The Lohasmith in Delhi; 
as well as octahedron 
geometry planters and 

X-shaped pen stands 
in copper by online 
store Deniable Studio. 
Bengaluru-based Auraz 
Design’s perforated 
and spherical tripod 
lamps, and cake-stands 
with marble tops and 
textured, conical brass 
bottoms; and Jaipur-
based Atelier DS’s pod-
sized candlesticks, and 
straight-lined planters 
in lacquered brass are 
other novel products, as 
are geometrical carafes 
and glasses by Rayden 
Design Studio in Pune. 

Clearly, a lot of 
people have instilled 
faith in the popularity of 
and demand for copper- 
and brass-based items. 
Globally, too, the metals 
have been trending. 

THE TECHNIQUES IN INDIA STILL LEAN 
TOWARDS THE ARTISANAL, AS MORE 
DESIGNERS ARE GETTING PASSIONATE ABOUT 
REVIVING TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP.

Top to bottom: 
A hanging copper 
planter by Vilaasita, 
a high back dining 
chair in brass by 
Cobalt Designs, and 
a marble-top cake 
stand with a conical 
brass bottom by 
Auraz Design. 

THESE COPPER PODS BY 
COPPRE ARE USED AS TEA 

LIGHT HOLDERS.

THESE BRASS BOWLS 
BY BAARIQUE HAVE 

HAND-PAINTED 
CHERRY BLOSSOM 

DESIGNS ON THEM.

TEXT BY MEGHNA MENON

This copper jerry 
can by Cobalt 
Designs is great to 
store water, and to 
display on your 
night stand.

A Mogul pendant 
lamp in brass and 
wood by Studio 
Saswata.
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For instance, she uses 
a copper plate to stack 
polaroids, a copper 
kalash or mule mug to 
display fl owers, or sets 
copper planters against 
stacked books and 
bougainvillea stems, to 
create a nice vignette.

Another factor 
that works in favour of 
copper and brass is that 
with growing concerns 
around climate change, 
the use of sustainable 
metals has increased 
exponentially, and these 
two metals make for 
great alternatives. In 
India, especially, copper 
is known for its Ayurvedic 
properties, and with 
an increased focus on 
conscious living, these 
metals are being adopted 
more widely.

IMPERFECT 
BEAUTY
Of course, tarnishing is a 
concern with metals and, 
therefore, their upkeep 
is a challenge. “But what 
we like to tell customers 
is that it is in the nature 
of metals to oxidise, and 

reinvented

WITH THE FOCUS ON 
CONSCIOUS LIVING, 
THESE METALS ARE 
BEING ADOPTED 
WIDELY.

These single 
rod brass 
candle stands 
by Atelier DS 
are minimal 
and classy.

Various geometric shapes 
come together in this 

copper bunting by Coppre.

Deniable Studio’s 
octahedron brass 
geometry planter is a 
conversation-starter.

and brass off sets the 
plain and dreary walls 
and fl oors. Sugandha 
Chowdhry, co-founder 
of Studio Saswata, which 
specialises in handmade 
brass décor objects; 
and lighting and accent 
furniture, says that it is 
not necessary that one 
treats brass and copper 
in the old ostentatious 
style. “The Nordic style 
has a minimal and 
monochrome appeal to 
it. Similarly, copper and 
brass have their own 
character, too, and can 
be minimal. And, so, 
as designers, we can 
incorporate them in a 
subtle way in today’s 
home décor trends.” 
One of India’s top décor 
bloggers, Rukmini Ray 
Kadam of Trumatter, 
agrees. “Copper and 
brass blend in perfectly 

with Nordic interiors—
in fact, they’re essential 
elements of it.” With a 
home style that leans 
towards a minimal 
colour palette, Rukmini 
never imagined 
welcoming copper and 
brass into her abode, 
and always looked 
at these decorative 
metals as over-the-
top. However, she 
now admits that with 
exposure, she’s realised 
that the key lies in the 
treatment of the metals. 

therein lies their beauty,” 
says Sugandha, adding 
that products 
are lacquered and given 
an e-coating fi nish, 
so that the process of 
tarnishing is almost 
negligible. While this 
is a thought echoed 
by the others, too, 
Manasi also feels that 
there is a notion that 
copper- and brass-based 
products are expensive. 
“However, it is essential 
to understand that prices 
rise when the products 
are handmade over a 
couple of months, and 
not machine-produced.”
With constant eff orts 
by designers, artists 
and brands towards 
preserving the age-old 
handcrafting techniques, 
one thing is certain: 
They are all passionate 
about the continuity of 
the metals in the urban 
space. And the only way 
they see to preserve 
these techniques is to 
create products that 
are relevant to the 
time, functional and 
yet beautiful. ■

TEST TUBE VASES 
MADE OF BRASS AND 

GLASS BY 
THE LOHASMITH.
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