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ITINERARY 

Vietnam - 15 Days - Something Different & Special - Private Tour 

Day 1: Welcome to Hanoi  
Upon arrival at the airport in Hanoi your local guide will be there to greet you and take you to 
your hotel where you can check-in and relax or step out at your leisure and experience the city 
of Hanoi. 

Overnight in Hanoi: Hanoi Pearl - Deluxe Window (Deluxe Option); Apricot Hotel - Sketch Room 
(Luxury Option) 

Meals included: None 

Day 2: The hidden highlights of Hanoi  
Start your day with a tour of Hanoi and get a feel for local life with a visit to the bustling Hang 
Be market, one of the most famous markets of Hanoi.  Whilst there, sample some of the many 
delights on offer from the street food stalls. 

From here you will be taken to visit the Imperial Citadel of Thang Long, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site that was the hub of Vietnamese military power for over 1000 years. See artefacts 
excavated in 2004 that date back to between the 6th and 20th centuries including foundations 
of old palaces, ancient roads, ponds and wells. 

In the afternoon take a guided walk along the railway line observing local life along the way - see 
traders selling their goods, elders playing chess and children playing amongst other things. 

Catch the 3:20 pm train from Hanoi station and sit back and relax on the 25 minute ride crossing 
the Red River while watching more local activity. 

After your adventures you will be collected by car from Gia Lam train station for the journey 
home. Pass through the Old Quarter of Hanoi and stop off at a hidden gem of a café, one of the 
few left that serve the famous Egg Coffee.  

Please note: The train ride is only available on Saturdays and Sundays and so you will need to 
start your tour on either a Friday or Saturday if you wish to do the train ride.  

Overnight in Hanoi: Hanoi Pearl - Deluxe Window (Deluxe Option); Apricot Hotel - Sketch Room 
(Luxury Option) 

Meals included: Breakfast  
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 Day 3:  Pu Luong Nature Reserve and the River Cham 
After breakfast, relax and sit back as you are driven to Pu Luong Nature Reserve (around 4 
hours). Discover the natural beauty of this secret that has only recently been discovered by 
travellers. 

After lunch set off with your guide to Cham River where you will learn how water is moved from 
the river using handmade bamboo water wheels and aqueducts. Nikki and Nicola loved 
watching the water wheels when they visited and took heaps of photos and videos! 

Take a break at Chieng Lau village where you can rest and enjoy the tranquillity of the 
surrounding countryside. At the end of the day you will be transferred back to the retreat for 
dinner. 

Overnight in Pu Luong: Pu Luong Retreat - Private Bungalow (Deluxe & Luxury options)  

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner  

Day 4: Explore picturesque Pu Luong 
Enjoy the sounds of the surrounding forest as you wake.  

After breakfast, take a walk with your guide down the small paths to the village below - make 
sure you have your camera ready as you will want to capture the spectacular scenery. Arrive at a 
beautiful spot and enjoy a picnic lunch. 

After lunch explore the nearby river, connect with the locals living in the hills and get a feel for 
their village life as you wander around the farmland and rice fields.  

In the afternoon, your driver will take you back to your retreat. 

Overnight in Pu Luong: Pu Luong Retreat - Private Bungalow (Deluxe & Luxury options)  

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 5: Drive to Ninh Binh 
Wake up to the sound of birds singing and water flowing through the nearby creek in the forest. 

After breakfast, check out of the retreat and take a stroll through the magnificent valley facing 
the Retreat and wander through the tumbling rice fields. Along your walk, pass through a village 
and get a sense of local life and culture. Once you reach the base of the valley a car will be 
waiting (with your luggage) to transfer you to Ninh Binh (around a 3 - 3.5 hour drive). 

Upon arrival, check-in to your hotel and enjoy the afternoon at your leisure 

Overnight in Ninh Binh: Ninh Binh Legend Hotel – Superior Room (Deluxe); Emeralda Ninh Binh - 
Superior Room (Luxury) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
  



 
 

3 of 6 

www.travelbay.com 
1800 020 020 

team@travelbay.com 
 

 Day 6: Row Row Row your boat in Trang An 
Today sit back and relax on a sampan rowboat passing through the landscape 
of Trang An. Feel the tranquility of this area, cruising past caves and gorgeous mountain views. 

After your leisurely boat ride, head to Truong An where the sea and mountains meet and home 
to the famous Dinh and Le Temples. 

Later you will be taken back to the resort to spend the remainder of the day at your leisure. 

Overnight in Ninh Binh: Ninh Binh Legend Hotel – Superior Room (Deluxe); Emeralda Ninh Binh - 
Superior Room (Luxury) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 7: Cat Ba Island and overnight cruise 
Today you will be taken on a 3 hour journey to Hai Phong, where you will board your cruise 
boat – your home for the next 2 evenings. 

Once you’ve checked-in, lunch will be served before you begin your voyage. See the 
amazing limestone karst formations as they rise up and out of the sea – a spectacular view. 

Cruise to Cat Ba Island, and travel overland to Trung Trang cave, located in the middle 
of Cat Ba National Park and surrounded by the Kim Giao forest. 

After exploring the impressive cave, you will be taken back to your cruise boat for 
a cooking class before dinner.  

After dinner relax on the top deck and watch as the evening sun descends over the bay. There 
are also optional onboard activities such as night time squid fishing or watching a movie.  

Overnight on board Peony Cruise - Deluxe Balcony (Deluxe & Luxury options) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 8: Viet Hai village and cruising in Lan Ha Bay 
This morning you have the option to participate in a Tai Chi session on the sundeck. After 
breakfast hop aboard a day boat to explore a bit more of Cat Ba Island, stopping off at Viet Hai 
Village to meet the locals. 

Continue on the day boat and enjoy a cruise of Lan Ha Bay, a less visited part of the region. 
Lunch will be served on the day boat.  

In the afternoon, you will be transferred back to your cruise for dinner and the evening.  

Overnight on board Peony Cruise - Deluxe Balcony (Deluxe & Luxury options) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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 Day 9: Cruising, an afternoon in Hanoi, overnight train to Dong Hoi 
Enjoy some free time this morning. You may choose to join another Tai Chi class or explore the 
bay and Ao Ech Lake by kayak. 

You can take part in a Tea Ceremony after breakfast in the restaurant - learn how to enjoy 
Vietnamese tea with the crew – a beautiful way to get involved in Vietnamese culture and have 
some fun with the team. 

Arrive at the pier around 11:30 am where your private car will be waiting to take you back to 
Hanoi (around a 2 hour drive). You will arrive in Hanoi around 2 pm and you can explore the city 
at leisure until it is time for you to be taken to the train station for your overnight train 
to Dong Hoi. 

You are welcome to leave your luggage at the hotel in Hanoi while you spend the afternoon out 
and about. Alternatively we can arrange a hotel room if you would prefer to stay in and relax 
(additional charge involved). 

Overnight: Train - Private 4 berth cabin (Deluxe & Luxury options) 

Meals included: Light breakfast and lunch 

Day 10: Dong Hoi’s Dark Cave or Botanic Appreciation 
Arrive into Dong Hoi at 7.40 am where you will be collected from the train station. You will then 
be taken to your hotel for an early check-in.  

Later this morning you have the option to visit Hang Toi, more commonly known as Dark Cave, a 
site that has been adapted to appeal to the more adventurous type.  Take Vietnam’s longest zip-
line to arrive at the main entrance before donning your head torch and plunging into a narrow 
cavern full of thick, gooey mud - prepare to get dirty! (If mud is not your thing or you get 
claustrophobic, we do not recommend the Dark Cave).  

Alternatively you may like to visit the Botanic garden 
at Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park.  There is much to see here between the native flora and 
the wild animals. You will also learn about the history of the heritage site. 

Stop and have some lunch at a local restaurant before heading on to the Nuoc Mooc Eco-Trail, a 
dense forest, lined with streams from the Nuoc Mooc Spring. Return to your hotel in the late 
afternoon.  

Overnight: Muong Thanh Luxury Nhat Le - Deluxe Ocean View (Deluxe & Luxury options) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
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 Day 11: Discover the Wonders of Phong Nha National Park  
Today get ready to explore the caves of Phong Nha National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site since 2003.Cruise along the Son River by boat and see one of the longest and highest caves 
in the area. Marvel at stalagmites and stalactites as you journey into the cave. 

After lunch at a local restaurant your guide will take you to Thien Duong aka Paradise Cave, also 
known as the ‘Underground Palace’. Discovered by scientists of the British Caving Research 
Association in 2005 it is the longest dry cave in Asia. 

Later you will have the opportunity to try your hand at kayaking on the Chay River. Watch the 
wildlife go by as you make your way back to the meeting point where you can take a leisurely 
swim before being driven to your hotel. 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Overnight: Muong Thanh Luxury Nhat Le - Deluxe Ocean View (Deluxe & Luxury options) 

Day 12: Tour the DMZ – the former border between North & South Vietnam 
This morning your guide and driver will collect you and take you to the Demilitarised Zone 
(DMZ) around 1.5 hours South of Dong Hoi. This is the former border between North and South 
Vietnam and offers a great insight into the history of Vietnam. As part of the tour stop 
at Cua Tang Beach and walk through the Vinh Moc tunnels to get a glimpse of what life may 
have been like during the war. 

Continue on to Luong bridge and Ben Hai River before having lunch at Doc Mieu Fire base. 

After lunch stop at Khe Sanh Combat base, a small museum housing old photographs, 
reconstructed bunkers and American aircraft artefacts. Most of the area has now been turned 
into a coffee plantation – a great place to buy coffee beans. 

In the afternoon your driver will take you to Lang Co – around a 3.5 hour drive. On arrival you 
will be taken to your hotel. 

Overnight: Lang Co Beach Resort - Garden View room (Deluxe); Angsana Lang Co - Garden 
Balcony Grand (Luxury) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Days 13-14: Enjoy the beach and beauty of Lang Co  
Spend the next two days enjoying Lang Co - well known for its beautiful landscapes, white sand 
beaches, blue waters and surrounding rainforest – it is a wonderful place to rest. 

Overnight: Lang Co Beach Resort - Garden View room (Deluxe); Angsana Lang Co - Garden 
Balcony Grand (Luxury) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
  



 
 

6 of 6 

www.travelbay.com 
1800 020 020 

team@travelbay.com 
 

 Day 15: Time to go home or on to your next adventure 
Enjoy your day at leisure until it is time for you to be taken to the airport in Da Nang for your 
flight home – you will be collected around 3 hours prior to departure. 

If you would like to extend with some time in Hoi An, please contact us and we can arrange this 
for you. 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Note:  You will be transferred from your hotel to Da Nang Airport by private car and driver only 
– no local guide. 

 


