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ITINERARY 

Vietnam – The Very Best of Vietnam in 11 Days – From 
Hanoi to Saigon 
 
Day 1: Arrival in Hanoi 

On arrival in Hanoi you will be collected from the airport and transferred to your 
hotel. The rest of the day is at your leisure. Enjoy the rich culture of this energetic 
city. With a mix of Chinese, French and South East Asian influences, there is a 
grace woven into everyday life that is unique and is a delight to explore. 

You will be provided with a kit containing a detailed itinerary, tickets, a mobile 
phone with a local SIM card, and a gift voucher. This voucher is a gift from the 
tour provider which will let you choose from one of five items they offer to be 
custom made for you by Ann Tailor while you are in Hoi An. You will also receive 
a discount 20% on any additional clothes you have made during your visit. 

Overnight in Hanoi: Flower Hotel - Superior room (3 star); Chalcedony Hotel - 
Deluxe room (4 Star); Sheraton Hanoi Hotel - Deluxe room (5 Star) 

Day 2: Cruise the emerald waters of Ha Long Bay 

After breakfast you will be collected from your hotel for a drive through rice paddy 
fields to the UNESCO World Heritage site of Ha Long Bay. Translated as “where 
the dragon descends into the sea” you will experience the magic and wonder of 
nature like no other. Take a cruise on a junk boat among the hundreds of 
limestone peaks topped in rainforest rising from the emerald waters. After 
lunch you can visit a grotto of gigantic stalactites and stalagmites. Along the way, 
anchor for a leisurely swim in a secluded cove. In the late evening you will drop 
anchor for an overnight stay on the Junk Cruise. 

Note: Please bring an overnight bag with you, because you will not be able to (or 
want to) take all your luggage with you on the Ha Long Bay excursion and cruise. 
There would not be enough room to accommodate everyone’s luggage gracefully. 
You will be leaving from and returning to the same hotel in Hanoi where you can 
safely store your remaining luggage. 

Overnight Ha Long Bay Junk Cruise: Lavender Cruise - Deluxe room (3 Star); 
Glory Legend Cruise - Deluxe room (4 Star); Huong Hai Sealife Cruise - Suite (5 
Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 3: A leisurely cruise in Ha Long Bay and travel back to Hanoi 

Spend the morning at your leisure – sit back and enjoy this unique landscape or 
take a swim. After lunch return to Hanoi where you will be taken to your hotel.  

Overnight in Hanoi: Flower Hotel - Superior room (3 star); Chalcedony Hotel - 
Deluxe room (4 Star); Sheraton Hanoi Hotel - Deluxe room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 4: A city tour of Hanoi and fly to Da Nang 

After breakfast you will be collected for a tour of Hanoi. Visit the historic complex 
of Ba Dinh including Ba Dinh Square, Ho Chi Minh's Mausoleum, and One-
Pillar Pagoda - an ancient Buddhist pagoda, and one of Vietnam's most iconic, 
supported by only one pillar and resembling a lotus blossom. You will also 
visit Van Mieu - Quoc Tu Glam, the first imperial school in Vietnam built in 1070.  

Note: Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum closed on Monday & Friday and from 
5th September to 5th November for annual maintenance. 

In the afternoon you will be taken to the airport in time for your flight to Da Nang. 
On arrival in Da Nang you will be taken to your hotel. 

Overnight in Da Nang: Titan Da Nang Hotel - Deluxe room (3 Star); Vanda Da 
Nang Hotel - Superior room (4 Star); Grand Mercure Da Nang - Superior 
Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 5: Take a guided tour to My Son – a world heritage site and 
ancient holy land 

After breakfast you will be collected to visit the World Heritage site My Son.  My 
Son translates to "Beautiful Mountain" and was a religious, political and 
intellectual centre of the Cham people from the 7th to the 13th centuries. Set in a 
lush jungle, it is considered to be amongst the greatest archaeological sites of 
South East Asia. 

Spend the afternoon at your leisure in Da Nang  

Overnight in Da Nang: Titan Da Nang Hotel - Deluxe room (3 Star); Vanda Da 
Nang Hotel - Superior room (4 Star); Grand Mercure Da Nang - Superior 
Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 6: Discover the grace and charm of Hoi An  

This morning you will be transferred to Hoi An. Discover not only the grace of this 
well preserved ancient town and the friendly nature of the locals. A culinary 
mecca with a laid-back feel, the old-town character of Hoi An is a delight (and the 
shopping is fantastic!). 

You will be taken to Ann Tailor where you can be measured for your free tailor-
made item of clothing.  

In the afternoon take a guided walking tour of Hoi An - one of the best ways to 
take in the city's charm. The unique atmosphere here combines elements of 
Vietnamese, Chinese and Japanese culture. Some of the most remarkable views 
of the city are from the ancient houses and from here, visitors can catch a 
glimpse of a long gone past and more subdued and simple time. 

The tour includes visits to Hoi An Museum, many of the town’s 
renowned Ancient Houses which boast remarkable architecture, Assembly 
Halls of Chinese influence, a handicraft workshop and of course the must-
see Japanese Covered Bridge. An optional stop is at the private home 
of Diep Dong Nguyen (subject to availability) to view a stunning collection of 
pottery and old Hoi An photographs. 

Overnight in Hoi An: Hoi An Village Villa (3 Star); Agribank Resort - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Sunrise Hoi An Resort - Deluxe Garden View (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 7: Enjoy a food tour in Hoi An  

Discover Hoi An’s countryside and its local foods by bicycle. Start the tour in the 
countryside and stop to enjoy a bowl of Cao Lau. Cao Lau is a traditional Hoi An 
specialty composed of local noodles, pork, fresh vegetables and rice paper. The 
noodles are made with local sticky rice soaked in the water that must be taken 
from Ba Le Well. You will have time to visit with a local family and try to make 
special cakes (white roses), and have the opportunity to enjoy them. Before the 
end of the tour, we will go to Cam Nam to enjoy the Yin and Yang food. This tour 
is a great way to explore the culinary side of Hoi An as well as getting to know 
some of the friendly local people.  

Please note: During the foodie tour you will cycle to a small village (about 20 
mins by bicycle). There are some main road and village paths to cycle on but not 
in heavy traffic. The roads are not rough and are flat. If you would prefer to do the 
tour by other means there is the option to go by pedicab - a pedicab is similar to a 
rickshaw (USD25 per person), car (USD20 per group) or motorbike (with driver) 
(USD15 per person).  
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Overnight in Hoi An: Hoi An Village Villa (3 Star); Agribank Resort - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Sunrise Hoi An Resort - Deluxe Garden View (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 8: Travel to Ho Chi Minh City 

Today you will be transferred to Da Nang for your flight to Ho Chi Minh City 
where you will be taken to your hotel. Spend the evening at leisure in Ho Chi 
Minh City. A bustling mix of commerce and culture where food stalls and French 
architecture line the streets – Ho Chi Minh City has plenty to explore. A mix of 
temples and skyscrapers, it is a real blend of the ancient and the modern. 

If you would like the option of spending the day Hue on this day, we can arrange 
this for you. There will be a surcharge for the flights of USD 102 per person 
(minimum of 2 people) as your flight to Ho Chi Minh City will depart from Hue 
instead of Da Nang.  

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City: Hoang Ngan Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); 
Vissai Saigon Hotel - Deluxe Room (4 Star); Eastin Grand Hotel - Superior Room 
(5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 9: The floating markets of the Mekong Delta 

After breakfast you will be collected for a tour of the Mekong Delta. The 2 hour 
bus ride is an opportunity to not only enjoy the scenery of rice green paddy fields, 
but also to gain an insight into daily life in Vietnam. Enjoy a cruise to visit 
the Cai Be Floating Market where you can watch the locals trade their fresh 
goods and commodities from their small boats. Stop over at a local house where 
we can see how they make coconut candy, rice-paper, rice-pop corn and rice 
wine. Leave Cai Be for Binh Hoa Phuoc Islet where the maze of shady creeks 
will surely fascinate you. You will have a chance to spend time amidst the local 
farmers, enjoying traditional music and tropical fruits. Experience a traditional 
lunch at a local home before returning to Ho Chi Minh City.  

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City: Hoang Ngan Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); 
Vissai Saigon Hotel - Deluxe Room (4 Star); Eastin Grand Hotel - Superior Room 
(5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
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Day 10: Adventure through the Cu Chi Tunnels and enjoy a tour 
of Saigon 

Today we will take you to the Cu Chi Tunnels for a half day tour. The tunnels 
were an underground network constructed by Vietnamese fighters during the 
Vietnam War. They took about 25 years to build, parts of which have several 
stories and spanned around 250km. With living rooms, kitchens, hospitals, 
weapons factories, storage facilities and a command centre, it is an impressive 
underground city. It enabled the Vietcong to move around the countryside 
undetected by the Americans and housed around 10,000 who lived underground 
for several years. Explore this underground city that played a big part in the 
Vietnam War. 

In the afternoon, visit some of the other major attractions in Ho Chi Minh City: 
the War Remnants Museum, Reunification Palace, Notre Dame 
Cathedral and Old Post Office.  

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City: Hoang Ngan Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); 
Vissai Saigon Hotel - Deluxe Room (4 Star); Eastin Grand Hotel - Superior Room 
(5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 11: Time to go home 

Today is a day free at leisure in Ho Chi Minh City before your departure. You will 
be collected 3 hours prior to your flight and taken to the airport. 

Meals included: Breakfast  

 
 


