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ITINERARY 

Sri Lanka - 8 Day Super Gorgeous Highlights Tour 

Day 1: Arrival in Colombo, Sri Lanka 
On arrival in Colombo you will be met at the airport and driven to your hotel in Negombo. 

Overnight in Negombo: Hotel Lavinia / Rani Beach or similar - Standard Room (Standard); Goldi 
Sands or similar - Standard Room (Deluxe); JW Beach Resort or similar - Standard Room (Super 
Deluxe) 

Day 2: Discover the Dambulla Cave Temple 
After breakfast at your hotel you will be collected for the drive to Dambulla - approximately 3 - 
4 hours. Visit the World heritage Dambulla Cave Temple complex - an amazing temple that is 
built underneath a huge rock. This temple is in use today and has been since the 3rd century BC. 
You can explore the cave temple, the rock paintings and over 150 Buddha statues. 

Overnight in Habarana: Kassapa Lions Rock or similar - Standard Room (standard); Habarana 
Village by Cinnamon or similar - Standard Room (Deluxe); Cinnamon Lodge or similar (Super 
Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast  

Day 3: Visit the Sigiriya Rock Fortress and go on safari in Minneriya National 
Park 
Today visit the World Heritage Sigiriya Rock Fortress, also known as Lion Mountain due to the 
huge lion’s paws carved into the bedrock. A rock that rises out of the jungle with a flat-topped 
summit, it is home to ruins of an ancient city. The views from the top are astounding and Sigiriya 
is a highlight of any trip to Sri Lanka.  

Please note: To get to the top there are a series of staircases.  

Afterwards return to the hotel in the late afternoon and continue on to the Minneriya National 
Park and take a jeep safari. The park is something of a transit lounge for elephants travelling 
from Kaudulla to the Wasgamuwa National Park. In the dry season (June to September) the park 
has around 200-300 Asian elephants. "The Gathering" refers to the annual meeting of elephants 
(reported to be the largest known wild gathering of Asian Elephants) who come together at the 
Minneriya tank where the elephants drink, bathe and keep an eye out for a mate.  

Overnight in Habarana: Kassapa Lions Rock or similar - Standard Room (standard); Habarana 
Village by Cinnamon or similar - Standard Room (Deluxe); Cinnamon Lodge or similar (Super 
Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast  
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 Day 4: The ancient city of Polonnaruwa and giant Buddhas 
Today, after breakfast you will be collected from your hotel for the drive to Pasikuda on the East 
Coast (around a 2.5 hour drive). On your way visit the World Heritage Ancient City 
of Polonnaruwa.  

This is where kings once ruled and the archaeological park is filled with the former glory of Sri 
Lanka. There are hundreds of ancient structures including statues, stupas, temples and tombs. A 
highlight of Polonnaruwa is the Gal Vihare complex - four massive images of Buddha that have 
been carved from a single slab of granite. 

Afterwards continue on to Pasikuda where you will be taken to your hotel.  

Overnight in Pasikuda: The Calm Resort Spa or similar - Standard Room (Standard); Anilana 
Pasikuda or similar - Standard Room (Deluxe); Anantya Resort and Spa or similar - Standard 
Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 5: The exotic city of Kandy and Buddha's tooth! 
After a leisurely breakfast at your hotel, you will be driven to Kandy (around 3 and a half hours). 
Along the way visit a herb and spice garden.  

Set on a plateau amongst the rainforest with mountain views from every angle, the city of 
Kandy is a spectacular place to visit. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, traditional life, folklore and 
legends have been kept alive in this small city. The surrounding villages are the heart of Sri 
Lanka's handicraft industry - these include the world’s best blue and star sapphires as well as 
many other varieties of precious stones and silver and gold jewellery. 

Enjoy a city tour of Kandy including the famous Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic - home to a 
tooth of Buddha (you won't actually see the tooth as it is kept in a golden casket).  

In the evening enjoy a cultural dance show.  

*For certain departures in August, enjoy the Kandy Esala Perahera Festival. It is also known as 
the Festival of the Tooth and is one of the grandest Buddhist festivals in Sri Lanka. It is an annual 
procession that pays homage to the Sacred Tooth Relic of Buddha - a colourful and lively festival 
with traditional dances and costumes, fire-dancing, great food and much more.  

Overnight in Kandy: Rivendell Hotel / Swiss Residency or similar - Standard Room (Standard); 
Hotel Topaz or similar - Standard Room (Deluxe); Earl's Regency - Standard Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 6: Discover Nuwara Eliya, its tea and cooler climate 
After breakfast at your hotel you will be collected and taken to the train station in Kandy for a 
scenic and famous train ride to Nanu Oya. This is a wonderful opportunity to sit back and enjoy 
the scenery - the train route passes through a spectacular part of the countryside.  
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 In Nanu Oya, you will be met at the train station and driven on to Nuwara Eliya. Translating to 
"City of Light" this lovely town is also called Little England as the effects of colonial days are still 
felt here and the climate is somewhat cooler. Home to the famous Ceylon Tea, some of the 
world's best tea comes from this area. The mountain slopes are a spectacular sight covered in 
the bright green tea plantations, all adding to the unique character of Nuwara Eliya. 

Visit the Royal Botanic Garden in Peradeniya. The history of the gardens goes back to 1371 AD 
when the garden was only used by the then king and his officials. It has a collection of about 
4000 plant species including Giant Bamboo, over 180 species of orchids and the large Ehetu tree 
which spreads its foliage out to a staggering 2000 square meters. After your time here, visit a 
tea factory and tea plantation - a must do when in Sri Lanka tea country! 

Overnight in Nuwara Eliya: Royal Hills or similar - Standard Room (Standard); Aralia Green 
Hills or similar - Standard room (Deluxe); Aralia Green City - Standard Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 7: Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage and on to Colombo 
Today you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage - a 
truly wonderful experience. The Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage was established in 1975 to 
home and nurture young elephants that had lost their mothers. Baby elephants are dependent 
on their mums for the first 2 - 3 years and often stay together much longer. The orphanage is 
also home to injured elephants and those who have been displaced due to loss of their natural 
environment. 

Here you can watch the elephants play and bathe in the river as well as being fed from gigantic 
feeding bottles. A visit is sure to leave you with a smile on your face and a warm heart :) 

Continue towards Colombo where you will take a city tour to see the highlights of Sri Lanka's 
capital. Colombo is a great place to eat, especially in the old quarters. 

Overnight in Colombo: Ocean Edge Suites / Global Towers or similar - Standard 
room (Standard); Mount Lavina Hotel - Standard Room (Deluxe); Cinnamon Lake Side - 
Standard Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 8: Time to go home or on to your next destination 
Today your tour ends. Your driver will collect you and take you to the airport in time for your 
flight.   

Meals included: Breakfast 
 


