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 ITINERARY 

Laos & Cambodia – 12 Days of Marvels, Magnificence and 
More…Private Tour 

Day 1: Arrival in Luang Prabang - Laos 
On arrival, you will be met at the airport, welcomed by your tour guide and taken to your hotel 
in the gorgeous town of Luang Prabang. Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage town, Luang 
Prabang is a special place to visit and has much to offer from gilded wats (temples) to 
outstanding natural beauty, delicious cuisine and more. 

The night markets in Luang Prabang are exceptional and we recommend a visit, they are within 
walking distance from your hotel (3, 4 and 5 star options) and you can visit them at your leisure.  

Overnight in Luang Prabang: Villa Chitdara - Standard Room (3 Star); Villa Santi Hotel - Deluxe 
Room (4 Star); Satri House - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Day 2: Sightseeing and visit the mysterious Pak Ou Caves  
After breakfast, start with a sightseeing tour of Luang Prabang including the markets and former 
King's Palace. Luang Prabang is possibly the best-preserved traditional city in Southeast Asia. 
The tranquility and charm of this town combined with the incredible natural scenery and 
cultural sights make it one of the most delightful places to visit in Laos. 

After seeing the town, embark on a two hour cruise in a long-tail boat on the Mekong River to 
visit the mysterious Pak Ou Caves. Along the way, you will get a glimpse of typical Laotian 
villages. Arrive at Pak Ou and explore the sanctuaries which consist of two large caves - both are 
home to thousands of Buddha images, which range from mere centimetres to two meters in 
height. 

After the caves visit Ban Xang Hai, a popular village for sampling traditional rice whisky which is 
produced here. Then return to Luang Prabang by boat.  

Later today and in time for sunset, climb up to the top of Mount Phousi - home to a gilded stupa 
and incredible sunset views of the city and Mekong River. 

Please note: There are around 329 steps to reach the top. 

Overnight in Luang Prabang: Villa Chitdara - Standard Room (3 Star); Villa Santi Hotel -
 Deluxe Room (4 Star); Satri House - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 3: Local markets and the Kuang Si Waterfall 
This morning you may choose to wake up early and participate in the daily early morning ritual 
of saffron-clad monks with their black alms-giving bowls receiving offerings from the local 
people, including the ubiquitous sticky rice. 
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 Please Note: It is custom to ensure shoulders, chest and legs are covered so out of respect 
please have suitable clothing. If you choose to go, but prefer not to make an offering, that is fine 
but it is requested that you stand back and observe the ritual in silence. 

From here you can visit the Phosi Market where you will see diverse offerings such as dried 
buffalo skin and local tea among the chickens, vegetables and hill-tribe weavings. Laos is also 
known for its traditional crafts, and today you will visit the Ban Ouay, Hmong Hill tribe and 
others in the Khmu village. 

Continue on to Kuang Si Waterfall - a beautiful waterfall made up of limestone formations and 
numerous turquoise coloured pools - a highlight for many when visiting Luang Prabang. Here 
you can enjoy the cooling freshness and leafy green shade of the area and bathe in some of the 
pools at the lower level of the waterfall.  

If you would like to arrange more walking and trekking of the surrounding area please let us 
know. You can walk from the Hmong Village to the waterfall through rice fields and forests 
under the shade of rosewood trees followed by a picnic lunch and swim at the waterfalls. 

On the return to Luang Prabang visit Ban Xang Khong and Ban Xienglek, well known for its 
hand-made Jute Sar paper. 

Overnight in Luang Prabang: Villa Chitdara - Standard Room (3 Star); Villa Santi Hotel -
 Deluxe Room (4 Star); Satri House - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 4: Fly to Vientiane 
Have breakfast and relax at your hotel until it is time for your transfer to the airport for your 
flight to Vientiane. On arrival, your guide and driver will meet you at the airport and transfer 
you to your hotel.   

Overnight in Vientiane: Family Boutique - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Xaysomboun Boutique -
Superior Room (4 Star); Green Park Hotel - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 5: Explore the quaint capital, Vientiane 
After breakfast you will be collected from your hotel to begin exploring Vientiane. The highlights 
include: 

• Haw Phra Keo: one of the most interesting and impressive temples in Vientiane, built in 
1565. 

• Wat Sisaket: famous for its cloister wall storing thousands of tiny Buddha images.  

• Pha That Luang: Laos' most important monument - a gold covered stupa.  

• Patuxai: the national monument inspired by the architecture of the Arc de Triomphe. 
From the top you can get a fantastic view of the city.  

• Talat Sao Market: a great place to do some shopping.  

Spend the rest of the day at your leisure.  
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 Overnight in Vientiane: Family Boutique - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Xaysomboun Boutique -
Superior Room (4 Star); Green Park Hotel - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 6: Fly to Phnom Penh - Cambodia 
Enjoy breakfast at your hotel and relax until it is time for your transfer to the airport for your 
flight to Phnom Penh (1.15 hour flight). On arrival in Phnom Penh your local guide and drive will 
be there to meet you and take you to your hotel.  

Overnight in Phnom Penh: King Grand Boutique - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Villa Langka Boutique -
 Superior Room (4 Star); Palace Gate Hotel & Resort - Royal Deluxe Room with View (5 Star)  

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 7: Explore Phnom Penh and visit the Killing Fields 
Begin your tour this morning with a visit to the Royal Palace. Built in 1866 by King Norodom, the 
palace is now home to the current King. Within the palace grounds you will find the coronation 
hall, an open air theatre for the Royal Dance Troupe, and the King’s private residence. The 
palace is open to the public except when the King is in residence. The grounds also house 
the Silver Pagoda, named so due the floor that is covered by 5,000 silver tiles each weighing 1 
kilogram. 

Next, visit the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, which documents the atrocities of the Khmer 
Rouge against both their political enemies and many thousands of everyday Cambodians. In 
1975 this former high school was taken over by Pol Pot's security forces and converted into 
Security Prison 21 (S-21). It soon became the largest detention and torture centre in the country. 
Please note that the images on display are quite graphic and unsettling. 

Then drive to Choeung Ek - The Killing Fields, where the brutal executions of more than 17,000 
men, women and children took place. This seemingly peaceful area located 17km from Phnom 
Penh was for everyone entering the site the end of the line.  

The Genocide Museum and Killing Fields can be quite a shock and give you much to ponder on. 
It’s a little different than usual holiday activities, however in our view something the world 
needs to know about and something we recommend. 

In the afternoon you will be taken back to your hotel.  

Please note: When visiting the Royal Palace you will need to ensure your shoulders are covered 
and wear trousers / skirts that cover your knees.  

Overnight in Phnom Penh: King Grand Boutique - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Villa Langka Boutique -
 Superior Room (4 Star); Palace Gate Hotel & Resort - Royal Deluxe Room with View (5 Star)  

Meals included: Breakfast  
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 Day 8: Travel to Siem Reap via Kompong Thom and Skuon aka "Spiderville" 
After breakfast, you will be collected for the drive to Kompong Thom (around 4 hours).  Along 
the way, make a short stop to visit Skuon, sometimes known in the local language as 
"Spiderville." It is famous with international visitors for its fried spiders. The tarantulas are 
hunted and then deep fried with a history dating back to when food was scarce during the rule 
of the Khmer Rouge. Apparently they are quite tasty, and are said to be good for the heart and 
lungs but no obligation at all to try one – we didn’t! 

Continue on to Kompong Thom and enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. After lunch continue to 
Siem Reap and sit back and admire the scenery, watching local life as you pass by. Arrive at Siem 
Reap late in the afternoon.  

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 9: Discover the temples of Angkor  
Today is a classic one-day tour of the Angkor temple complex. 

Begin early with your guide and driver collecting you from your hotel at 7am (we recommend 
starting early to get ahead of some of the larger tour groups). Start with Angkor Wat itself - the 
iconic and best preserved of the Angkor temples. Accompanied by your guide, enter from East, 
the back entrance, take your time at the temple and walk through to the front entrance where 
your driver will be waiting for you. 

Enjoy a relaxed lunch in Siem Reap before heading to the South Gate of Angkor Thom, where 
you’ll begin your exploration of the centrepiece of this ancient city, Bayon. The Bayon temple 
has 54 towers, all with a smiling Buddha face in each of the four directions. The tour also visits 
the Royal Enclosure, Phimeanakas, the Terrace of Elephants and the Terrace of Leper Kings, as 
well as Ta Prohm - the jungle temple that has been overtaken by trees made famous by the 
movie Tomb Raider. In the afternoon you will taken back to your hotel in Siem Reap.  

Please note: When visiting the temples of Angkor you will need to ensure your shoulders are 
covered and wear trousers / skirts that cover your knees.  

In the evening, you may wish to visit Pub Street where you can find many restaurants and bars, 
as well as the night markets. The hotel staff can help you with a tuk tuk to get you there. 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch  

Day 10: Visit a floating village in Siem Reap on the Tonle Sap Lake 
Spend the morning at leisure and in the afternoon visit one of Siem Reap’s authentic floating 
villages. Located on the North-Western tip of the Tonle Sap lake, the small village of Me 
Chrey is home to families who unlike other floating communities still live in wooden house 
boats. The village moves throughout the year, depending on the water levels of the lake.  
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 At the end of the dry season when the lake’s water levels are at its lowest, the villagers move 
closer to shore and live primarily from agricultural activities on land. 

The lake is quite a phenomenon - in the wet season it covers an area around 10,000km2 and in 
the dry season around 3,000km2.   

Return to the port and visit the Silk Farm of Artisans d’Angkor, located a 15 minute drive away. 
Here people with underprivileged backgrounds are given an opportunity to improve their 
livelihoods by reviving the ancient crafts of making art and producing silk. A local representative 
accompanies you and walks you through the farm and explains all the steps necessary to 
produce quality silk.  

Please note: This tour may sometimes be changed due to the water level. In the dry season you 
may visit a different floating village and the itinerary may change slightly. Your guide will re-
confirm the tour for you when you are in Siem Reap. 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast  

Day 11: More temples of Angkor 
Today visit some temples that are a little further out and which involve a pleasant drive through 
the countryside. These temples are less busy than the main temples and were the ones Nikki 
and Nicola most enjoyed on their visit in March 2019. 

Your driver will collect you at 7am and take you to the small and beautiful temple of Banteay 
Srei, built for the worship women. This temple is largely built of pink sandstone, a harder rock 
that can be more elaborately carved and better survives the rigours of time.  

Continue on to Banteay Samre – its rose-colored sandstone walls are decorated with carvings 
and bas-reliefs, which are among the most accomplished Angkor has to offer. Visit Pre Rup - a 
large temple-mountain, that contains well-preserved carvings of fine detail before being taken 
back your hotel. 

Enjoy the afternoon free at leisure. You might enjoy another visit to the markets or Pub Street 
as they are so much fun 😊 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 12: Time to go home or on to your next adventure 
Today the tour ends. After breakfast you will be taken to the airport in time for your flight.   

Meals included: Breakfast  

  

* All accommodation and hotels are subject to change. If the stated hotel is not available a hotel 
of a similar standard and location will be booked. 


