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ITINERARY 

Japan - 16 Day Amazing Private Tour of Japan 

Day 1: Arrival in Tokyo 
Your journey begins in Tokyo, Japan's capital and the world's most populous metropolis. Filled 
with shopping, dining, entertainment, history and culture as well as skyscrapers and green 
spaces – this city is a delight to explore. 

On arrival in Tokyo you will be met at the airport and transferred to your hotel (shared transfer) 
in the central part of the city.  

Overnight in Tokyo: Shiba Park Hotel (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Keio Plaza Hotel 
(Standard Room) or similar (4 Star)  

Meals included: None included on this arrival day. 

Day 2: Meiji Jingu Shrine, Harajuku, Asakusa and more – the delights of Tokyo 
This morning your guide will pick you up from your hotel lobby and begin your full day private 
tour with a visit to Meiji Jingu Shrine. Located in an evergreen forest in the middle of Tokyo, it is 
somewhat of an oasis. This shrine was built in 1920 only to be rebuilt after it was destroyed 
during WWII and is Japan's most popular shrine for hatsumode. Hatsumode is a time when 
people make their first visit of the year to a shrine or temple to pray for good fortune in the year 
ahead.  

After Meiji Jingu Shrine, your tour continues to Harajuku, a fashion and shopping hot spot a few 
minutes walk away. Takeshita-dori Street is the focal point and has many trendy shops and 
cafes – as well as people! Nearby is Omotesando Street – a picturesque tree lined street with 
more high-end shops, gourmet food and art.  

Then visit the Tokyo Tower – the bright red 333m tall tower in the city centre. It was modelled 
on the Eiffel Tower but is 13m taller. The main observatory is at 150m and from here you can 
appreciate great views of the city.  

You may like to lunch at one of the eating venues at the base of the Tokyo Tower before 
heading across town to Asakusa, Tokyo's Old Town. Visit Tokyo's oldest temple, Sensoji and 
wander Nakamise, a centuries-old shopping alley selling street foods, handicrafts, souvenirs and 
more.  

After you have completed your fabulous shopping, your guide will return you to your hotel on 
public transport. 

Overnight in Tokyo: Shiba Park Hotel (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Keio Plaza Hotel 
(Standard Room) or similar (4 Star)  

Meals included: Breakfast  
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Day 3: Morning at Toyosu & Tsukiji Fish Market and a Sushi cooking class 
Spend your morning at the local fish markets. Your guide will pick you up at your hotel and take 
you to the market. Visit the Toyosu Wholesale Fish Market - said to be the world's biggest 
seafood market. You'll also visit the Tuskiji Outer Market, the traditional location of the fish 
market where you can find alleys filled with food stalls and sushi shops.   

After the fish markets, your guide will take you to your sushi cooking class. Learn how to make 
different types of sushi, which you can then enjoy for lunch. Special food requirements can be 
accommodated as the ingredients will be raw fish, meats and vegetables. 

After lunch, your guide will take you to the nearest Metro or train station. You may like to 
explore more of Tokyo on your own or return to your hotel for the afternoon. 

Overnight in Tokyo: Shiba Park Hotel (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Keio Plaza Hotel 
(Standard Room) or similar (4 Star)  

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 4: Spend the day at leisure in Tokyo 
Today is a free day to explore Tokyo at your leisure.  

Here are some ideas that you may wish to discuss (the day before) with your tour guide and 
explore on your own: 

• Shibuya crossing 

• Hamarikyu Garden and a water bus cruise to Odaiba 

• Edo Tokyo Museum and Sword Museum in Ryogoku 

Please note: Today your luggage will be forwarded to your accommodation in Kanazawa. This is 
to make is easier for you when you travel on the trains and buses in the following days. Please 
take an overnight bag or small suitcase with you for the next few nights that you can easily 
carry. 

Overnight in Tokyo: Shiba Park Hotel (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Keio Plaza Hotel 
(Standard Room) or similar (4 Star)  

Meals included: Breakfast  

Day 5: Mt Fuji and Lake Kawaguchi 
Today you will be met by your guide at your hotel and transferred to Shinjuku Station. This is 
said to be the biggest station in the world with up to 3 million people passing through 
the station daily, something to witness. From here your guide will accompany you on the coach 
up to Mt Fuji 5th Station (Subaru Line) at 2300 metres above sea level (this takes 2.5 hours). 

Once you arrive at 5th Station, enjoy the panoramic view of the Japanese Alps from the 
observatory and stroll the Ochudo Trail before taking a bus to downtown Lake Kawaguchi. Visit 
the Kawaguchiko Natural Living Centre, which is located on the shores of Lake Kawaguchi with 
a spectacular view of Mt Fuji. Visit the Kubota Itchiku Art Museum – home to a collection of 
kimonos from the legendary designer Kubota Itchiku. 
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After your tour, your guide will escort you to your hotel where you can enjoy a hot spring bath 
and stay in a traditional Japanese-style room.  

Please note: 

• Mt Fuji is a shy mountain and views of the mountains are largely weather dependent.   

• Kubota Itchiku Art Museum is closed on Tuesdays so if your visit falls on a Tuesday, you 
can enjoy a day at the beautiful and amazing Kawaguchiko Music Forest. This is 
a European-inspired garden with an antique music-box museum, vintage organs and 
stunning architecture. 

• If the coach is not available then you will travel by train from Shinjuku station. 

• If the Mt Fuji 5th Station is closed due to bad weather during the winter months, your 
guide can take you to either of the following:  

o Oshino Hakkai 

o Kachi Kachi Mountain Mt Fuji scenic ropeway and Arakurayama Sengen Park 

Overnight in Mt Fuji area: Yamagishi Ryokan (Japanese Room) or similar (3 Star); The Fuji Lake 
Hotel (Japanese/Western Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 6: Mt Fuji to Takayama, and discover sake 
Today after breakfast at your hotel you will take the 5 hour scenic drive (via coach) from 
Kawaguchi-ko Station to Takayama (without guide). 

On arrival at Takayama your local guide will meet you and show you the town, starting with 
the Takayama Jinya which housed the main government offices during the Edo Period. It was in 
use from 1692 to 1969 (yes that's right, 277 years) and is the only one left standing today out of 
60 similar buildings throughout Japan's history. 

A local Sake Brewery is up next. Here you can learn about the production of Sake and then taste 
the final product! 

Please note: Today there will be no guide on the bus trip from Kawaguchi-ko to Takayama. 
Yesterday's guide will have explained how to get to the Kawaguchi-ko Lake bus stop for the trip 
to Takayama. Once you arrive at Takayama bus terminal, look out for your name/s on a board 
being held by a friendly local guide who will then escort you to your hotel to drop off your 
luggage before starting today's tour. 

Tip: Have some socks or slippers handy on arrival into Takayama, as shoes are not allowed 
within the Takayama Jinya buildings. 

Overnight in Takayama: Honjin Hiranoya Bekkan (Japanese Room) or similar (3 Star); Honjin 
Hiranoya Kachoan (Japanese Room with Onsen) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 7: Takayama to Shirakawago and Kanazawa 
Today you will be met at your hotel by your guide to start with a tour of Shirakawago. Located 
in a mountainous region, the large houses with their steeply pitched thatched 'Gassho' style 
roofs are the only examples of their kind, built to withstand some of the heaviest snowfalls in 
Japan. They are named in Japanese for their resemblance to hands joined in prayer. Discover 
this original way of life with your guide. 

After this wonderful visit, continue on by bus to Kanazawa which served as the seat of the 
second-most powerful clan (Maeda Clan) during the Edo Period. The city boasts many historical 
attractions such as restored residences and districts, as well as modern museums. 

Start at the bustling Omicho Market where a wide range of locally caught fresh seafood is for 
sale, along with fruit and vegetables and other foods. If you're peckish, you can sample some in 
the plentiful market restaurants. 

Then stroll around the historical Higashi Chayagai District, a lovely neighbourhood of beautifully 
preserved geisha houses, many of which have now been converted into restaurants or 
teahouses. 

After the days touring, you will be taken back to your hotel. 

Overnight in Kanazawa: Resol Trinity Hotel Kanazawa (Standard Room) or similar (3 
Star); Kanazawa Tokyu Hotel or Nikko Hotel Kanazawa (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 8: Explore Kanazawa including Market, Castle and Ninja Temple 
Today is the day to explore Kanazawa. With your guide taking care of you all day. Visit the 
unique and amazing 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art followed by the Kanazawa 
Castle Ruin. It's not so much of a ruin anymore as it has been carefully reconstructed – the 
castle, the views and the park (located on a hilltop) are well worth enjoying. 

Continue on to the Myoryuji Temple or Ninja Temple. Hiding within its demure exterior is a jaw-
dropping labyrinth of passages, rooms, auto-locking doors, traps and many secure defences. 
Surprisingly there's not a Ninja in sight as the temple has no connection to the Ninja! 

After a fascinating day, you will be returned to your hotel. 

Please note: Today your luggage will be forwarded to your accommodation in Kyoto. Please 
take an overnight bag or small suitcase with you for the next few nights that you can easily carry 
on the train. 

Overnight in Kanazawa: Resol Trinity Hotel Kanazawa (Standard Room) or similar (3 
Star); Kanazawa Tokyu Hotel or Nikko Hotel Kanazawa (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
  



 
 

5 of 8 

www.travelbay.com 
1800 020 020 

team@travelbay.com 
 
 

Day 9: Bullet Train to Kyoto ~ Temples, Shops and maybe Geisha 
Say goodbye to Kanazawa this morning and catch the express  train to Kyoto (2.5 hours). Your 
new guide will meet you at Kyoto Station, help you to drop your luggage at your hotel and then 
take you on a half-day city tour starting with Sanjusangendo Temple. 1001 golden statues of 
Kannon, Goddess of Mercy, greet you inside, with a 3.3m seated statue of Kannon in the middle 
– quite a sight to behold. Photography of the interior is not permitted, however there are good 
postcards available for purchase. 

Further respect to the Goddess of Mercy is next paid at Kiyomizu Temple. The panoramic view 
from the huge wooden verandah that juts out over the cliff has inspired the famous Japanese 
expression, "Jump off the stage of Kiyomizu", with the English equivalent being, "take the 
plunge" or "take a risk" to make your dreams come true. This temple seems to be just about 
everything a temple shouldn’t be: noisy, busy and commercial, but it somehow manages to 
transcend all of this to become one of Kyoto’s most worthwhile temples to visit.  

From the temple your guide will direct you to follow the winding road – lined with traditional 
wooden shops selling kiyomizu-yaki, a type of pottery linked to the area and yatsuhashi, a 
Japanese confectionery – down to the Gion Area, home of the Geisha. Enjoy a walk and explore 
the shrines, temples and historic sites of Gion’s picturesque streets and you may even see some 
Geisha. 

Please note: 

• Today there will be no guide on the bullet train trip from Kanazawa to Kyoto. 

• Photography of the interior of Sanjusangendo Temple is not permitted. 

• The main hall in Kiyomizu Temple is currently being renovated (due to complete in March 
2020) and there may be some scaffolding outside, however it is still readily accessible. 

Overnight in Kyoto: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Okura Hotel 
Kyoto (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 10: Kyoto ~ Zen Temples, Food Market and Nijo Castle 
Your guide will meet you in the hotel lobby and take you to Kinkakuji Temple (also known 
as The Golden Pavilion) by Metro or train. 

Kinkakuji Temple is a gorgeous three storied building overlooking a large pond, with the top two 
floors completely covered in gold leaf. It is known as The Golden Pavilion and has been a Zen 
temple since 1408, after originally being a retirement villa for the shogun who bequeathed it 
after his death to the Rinzai school of Zen Buddhism. 

After enjoying your visit to Kinkakuji, you will visit Ryoanji Temple. 

Ryoanji Temple belongs to the Rinzai school of Zen Buddhism and its biggest attraction is the 
world-famous dry landscape garden. It measures about 25 x 10 metres and is an austere 
collection of 15 rocks in various sizes, arranged in five groups adrift in a rectangular sea of white 
sand. This rock garden, surrounded by low earthen walls may be thought of as the quintessence 
of Zen art, and is acknowledged to be one of the masterpieces of Japanese culture. 
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After Ryoanji Temple, time to have a break from temple-hopping. Nishiki Market is located in 
the centre of the town and Nishikikoji-dori, the "kitchen of Kyoto" is a street lined with shops 
selling Kyoto's specialties, such as Kyo-Yasai (Kyoto-vegetables), dried and pickled foods, fish 
and more. The variety of foods on display is staggering and the frequent cries of Irashaimase 
(Welcome!) are heart-warming. 

After the market,  Nijo Castle is waiting for you to visit. Nijo Castle was built in 1603 as the 
Kyoto residence of the first shogun of the Edo Period (1603-1867). It was later used as an 
Imperial Palace before being donated to the city and opened up to the public as an historic site. 
Its palace buildings are arguably the best surviving examples of castle palace architecture of 
Japan's feudal era, and the castle was designated a UNESCO world heritage site in 1994. 

Once you've explored Nijo Castle, it's back to the hotel after a full day. 

You will be with your guide throughout the day, who will pick you up from and return you 
to your hotel by public transport. 

Overnight in Kyoto: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Okura Hotel 
Kyoto (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 11: Fushimi-Inari Shrine 
Today your tour will begin with a visit to Fushimi-Inari Shrine – famous for the more than 5,000 
vibrant orange, seemingly unending path of Torii Gates leading to the forest of Mount Inari. 
Inari is the Shinto God of rice and foxes are thought to be the messengers of Inari, which is why 
you will see many fox statues throughout the grounds of the shrine. Following this, the Sake 
Brewery Museum is then available for you to learn about the brewing process and to try the 
different tasting sakes. 

After the Sake Museum the rest of the day is yours. Your guide can take you to the nearest 
station for you to discover more sights on your own or accompany you back to your hotel by 
public transport. 

Overnight in Kyoto: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Okura Hotel 
Kyoto (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 12: Spend the day at leisure in Kyoto 
Today is a free day to explore the area in and around Kyoto. Here are some ideas that you may 
wish to discuss with your tour guide and explore on your own: 

• Arashiyama in West Kyoto, Tenryuji temple, the scenic Togetsu bridge and Iwatayama 
Monkey park 

• Pontocho & Miyagawa-cho geisha alley  

• Kyoto Manga Museum 

Or you may simply prefer to have a relaxing day in the hotel.  
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Overnight in Kyoto: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Okura Hotel 
Kyoto (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 13: Nara ~ Temples, Deer, Shrine, Lanterns and Park 
Today your guide will meet you at your hotel and accompany you on the train for the one hour 
journey from Kyoto to Nara, an ancient capital of Japan.  

Kofuku-ji Temple was founded in 669 and used to be the family temple of a powerful clan. The 
Temple is a towering pagoda set in gorgeous gardens and contains some priceless relics and 
Buddhist images and treasured artefacts. 

Todai-ji Temple is located in Nara Park. This is a Buddhist temple and enhouses gigantic Buddha 
statues – the largest bronze statue is over 15 metres tall. Nara Park is filled with many tame 
deer – they will come to you looking for shika senbei, special crackers for deer that you can buy 
within the grounds.  

Continue on to Mt Kasuga and Kasuga-Taisha Shrine – look out for the hundreds of bronze 
lanterns hanging from the building with as many stone lanterns lining the walkways, creating a 
peaceful atmosphere. Here you can relax and enjoy the views of Nara.  

After your time in Nara Park is complete, your guide will accompany you on public transport 
back to your hotel. 

Please note: Today your luggage will be forwarded to your accommodation in Osaka. This is to 
make is easier for you when you travel on the trains and buses in the following days. Please take 
an overnight bag or small suitcase with you for the next few nights that you can easily carry. 

Overnight in Kyoto: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Okura Hotel 
Kyoto (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 14: Kyoto Bullet train to Hiroshima ~ visit Park and Ferry to Island 
Today you will be transferred by taxi to Kyoto Train Station from where you will catch the world-
famous Bullet Train (Shinkansen) to Hiroshima (2 hours). On arrival at Hiroshima your guide will 
take you to your hotel where your luggage will be left, after which you will catch a local bus or 
tram to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park in the centre of town. 

Hiroshima was the first city in the world to be bombed by a nuclear bomb and this beautiful 
Park and Museum comprehensively detail the devastation and subsequent events and 
rebuilding. When in season, the Park is also a great place for viewing the gorgeous and world-
renowned cherry blossoms. 

After this informative visit to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, take a train and ferry ride 
to Miyajima Island where you will see the famous orange great floating Torii 
Gate* and floating Itsukushima Shrine. 

After your visit to Miyajima Island, you will be transferred to your hotel in Hiroshima. 



 
 

8 of 8 

www.travelbay.com 
1800 020 020 

team@travelbay.com 
 
 

*Please note: Refurbishment works began on the Torii gate in June 2019 and is partially covered 
with scaffolding. A date for the completion of the renovation works has not yet been set but it is 
expected to take around 12 months.  

Overnight in Hiroshima: Hotel New Hiroden (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Granvia Hotel 
Hiroshima (Standard Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 15: Travel to Osaka ~ explore or relax as you wish 
Today is about travelling to Osaka and exploring the city at your leisure. A guide will assist you 
to get to the Hiroshima train station to catch the Bullet Train to Shin-Osaka station. There you 
will find your new hotel transfer guide by looking out for a friendly person holding a board with 
your name/s on it; they will escort you in a taxi to your hotel. After settling in at your hotel, your 
last full day is yours to fill as you wish, perhaps exploring Osaka or simply relaxing at the hotel. 

Overnight in Osaka: Monterey Hotel Osaka (Standard Room) or similar (3 Star); Hilton Osaka 
(Hilton Room) or similar (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 16: Time to go home or on to your next adventure 
Today the tour ends. Your transfer assistant will meet you at your hotel and escort you to the 
nearest limousine bus stop for Kansai Airport for your flight home or onto your next adventure. 

Meals included: Breakfast 

  

* All accommodation and hotels are subject to change. If the stated hotel is not available a hotel 
of a similar standard and location will be booked. 

 

 


