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ITINERARY 

India – Treasures & Tigers - 15 Day Private Tour 

Day 1: Arrival in Delhi 
Your journey begins in Delhi, one of the world’s great cities - with a colourful mix of history, 
culture and modernisation, Delhi is a fantastic place to discover.  

On arrival in Delhi you will be met at the airport and transferred to your hotel for check in. 

If your arrival is during the day, your guide will hand over all your documents including hotel 
vouchers, flight and train tickets, discuss the whole tour with you, answer any questions you 
may have and arrange the meeting time for the next day. If your arrival is late we give you a 
chance to rest first and go through the handover the next day followed by your first sightseeing 
tour.  

Overnight in Delhi: Colonel's Retreat or Justa The Residence - Superior Room (Standard); Royal 
Plaza or similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); The Claridges / Oberoi Maidens or similar - Deluxe / 
Premier Room (Super Deluxe) 

Day 2: Discover Delhi - the heart of India 
A special opportunity to soak in the sounds and aromas of Delhi and discover why it is known as 
the heart of India. 

In the morning you will be met at the hotel by your professional English speaking guide, then 
driven to Old Delhi. Here you will meet a local guide from an NGO (non-profit organisation) who 
speaks good English and has been professionally trained to look after guests. He will have a 
great knowledge and interest in his area of the walk and take you around the small by-lanes, 
havelis and other interesting places – this can take 2 – 3 hours. 

Your personal guide will wait whilst you are on your local walking tour, and continue with you 
afterwards to visit the remaining parts of Old and New Delhi. You will visit key places such 
as: Jama Masjid - one of the largest mosques in India and iconic of Delhi, Raj Ghat - Mahatma 
Gandhi's monument,  Qutub Minar - a 73m ancient minaret and Humayun Tomb – the first 
garden tomb in India which led to many others including the Taj Mahal. Your driver and guide 
will take you to India Gate, the President's House and Lutyen's buildings and you will also have 
the opportunity to shop at some local markets.  

Overnight in Delhi: Colonel's Retreat or Justa The Residence - Superior Room (Standard); Royal 
Plaza or similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); The Claridges / Oberoi Maidens or similar - Deluxe / 
Premier Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 3: Travel to Jaipur, the colourful capital of Rajasthan 
After breakfast, your driver will collect you from your hotel and drive you 
to Jaipur in Rajasthan (around 5 hours drive). This bustling and fascinating city has some of the 
finest examples of Rajasthani architecture and whilst it is a growing city with a modern outlook, 
camels can be found wandering the streets and rickshaws blend in with the traffic. 

You will be driven to your hotel on arrival and you can spend the rest of the day at leisure. In the 
evening your driver will take you to a lovely but simple cafe located in Naharagarh Palace, 
perched on top of a hill, it offers a superb bird’s eye view of the city. Enjoy watching the sun 
going down over the city.  

The car and driver will be available this afternoon should you wish to make use of local visits 
within city limits.  

Overnight in Jaipur: Hotel Park Regis or similar - Deluxe Room (Standard); Shahpura House or 
Ramada Hotel - Suite/Deluxe Room (Deluxe); Marriott or Trident - Deluxe Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 4: Arrive at Amber Fort atop an elephant and discover the Pink City 
After breakfast your guide and driver will meet you and take you to the ancient palace of Amber 
Fort. Arrive at the fort sitting atop an elephant*. The fort, which is exquisite in many ways – size, 
scale, craftsmanship, history… sits on a hilltop overlooking the lake with stunning views. One of 
the most spectacular buildings contained in the fort is the Sheesh Mahal (Hall of Mirrors), with 
its walls completely covered with tiny mirrors. It has been designed so that even if a single ray of 
light is to enter the hall, this light is reflected in all the mirrors and the entire hall lights up. It 
really is an incredible sight and the beauty is unmistakeable.  

Later visit the key sights and wonders of the Pink City in the heart of Jaipur. Visit the City 
Palace, Jantar Mantar - an ancient observatory and Hawa Mahal, the Palace 
of the Winds (viewed from the outside only). Built of red and pink sandstone it is said to 
resemble the honeycomb structure of a bee’s nest. It was called the Palace of Winds as in 
original design it had a clever cooling system that once spread gentle breezes throughout the 
Palace – very welcome in the hot Rajasthani summers. It is said to have been built as an 
observatory where the women of the Maharaja's City Palace could observe the outside world 
whilst remaining inside the palace. 

The bustling bazaars of the old city are a great place to shop and explore and are some of the 
most vibrant in Asia – Rajasthan is known for it’s colour! You also have the option to catch the 
latest Bollywood movie in the opulent Raj Mandir Cinema (your driver will take you there if you 
request, but this part of the tour is optional so you will need to pay for your own tickets - 
approximately AUD$8 per person).  

Your car and driver are available this afternoon for local visits within city limits. 

*If you would prefer, there is also the option to enter the fort by jeep.  

Overnight in Jaipur: Hotel Park Regis or similar - Deluxe Room (Standard); Shahpura House or 
Ramada Hotel - Suite/Deluxe Room (Deluxe); Marriott or Trident - Deluxe Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 5: Travel to Agra via the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri 
After breakfast you will be collected for the drive to Agra (around 5 hours). On the way visit the 
deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri. Walk through the city with your guide hearing the 
intriguing story behind the abandoning of the city and learn about its great architecture. Visit a 
local school (subject to the school being open) and village to enjoy interaction with children and 
villagers. In the evening you have the option to visit the breathtaking Taj Mahal at sunset (this 
evening visit is optional and whilst your guide and driver will be with you, the entrance fee is at 
your own expense - approximately AUD$22.) Tomorrow morning there is a scheduled visit to the 
Taj Mahal. 

Overnight in Agra: Coral Tree Homestay or Hotel Seven Hill Tower - Deluxe Room (Standard); 
Four Points Sheraton or similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); Trident or Hyatt - Superior Room 
(Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 6: The Taj Mahal and Chambal safari 
Visiting the Taj Mahal in the early morning is something not to be missed. Watch as the marble 
changes colour as the sun rises, follow this by wandering the grounds of the Taj Mahal with your 
guide and marveling at its wonder. Your driver will then take you back to your hotel for 
breakfast. 

Later in the morning, visit the majestic Agra Fort and take yourself back in time to an era of 
great palaces and grand forts. The fort itself is magnificent, and you also get great views of the 
Taj Mahal in the distance. Later your driver will take you to visit a Marble factory where you see 
the fascinating inlay work of local artisans whose forefathers built Taj Mahal. 

In the afternoon you will be driven to Chambal Safari Lodge (around 1.5 hrs drive). Nestled in 
the midst of over 120 acres of woodland and pasture and surrounded by farmland, Chambal 
Safari Lodge offers a very special wilderness experience. In the vicinity are some lovely cultural 
sights and the famous National Chambal Sanctuary. In the evening enjoy a guided visit to 
Bateshwar Temples on the Ghats of River Yamuna, view the sunset from the terrace of The Kunj 
overlooking the Ghats and Temples. 

Overnight in Chambal: Chambal Safari Lodge - Deluxe Wilderness Lodge – Cottage (Standard, 
Deluxe and Super Deluxe);  

Meals included: Breakfast  

Day 7: Boat safari on the Chambal River 
Enjoy a morning boat safari (2½ - 3 hours duration) on the Chambal River and get ready for a 
treat. The lodge naturalist will accompany you on the safari where you can cruise the calm 
waters and spot the abundant wildlife. The area is home to gharials, the Gangetic dolphin, 
marsh crocodiles, different species of turtles, Indian striped hyenas, jungle cats, Indian wolves, 
otters...as well as over 300 species of birds. Later join the lodge naturalist on a nature and bird 
walk around the lodge. 
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After lunch drive to Agra (around 1.5 hrs drive) where you will be taken to the train station 
for your overnight train to Jabalpur at 20:30 hrs. The driver will make sure you are comfortable 
on the train before you depart. Travel by first class AC Sleeper to Jabalpur. A packed dry dinner 
and breakfast will be provided. 

The car and driver will be available this afternoon should you wish to make use of local visits 
within city limits.  

Overnight on the train: First Class AC Sleeper 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 8: A jeep safari in Kanha National Park 
Arrive in Jabalpur at 0820 hrs. You will be met at the station and driven to Kanha National 
Park (around 4 hours drive). 

This famous Park of Central India is home to the Jungle Book’s Sher Khan, Bagheera and Baloo 
the bear. The lush bamboo, sal forest and wide meadows are also home to the wild Bengal Tiger 
which can be frequently seen roaming the park - a spectacular sight. 

The Park has brought the Swap Deer back from the verge of extinction and with luck and 
patience it is possible to see leopards, sloth bears and dhole (Indian wild dogs) hunting in packs. 
More common animals are gaur, or Indian bison, blue cows, swamp mouse, spotted deer, and 
many birds. This is jungle life at its best.  

In the afternoon, enjoy a jeep safari with your local guide and a naturalist, in the National Park 
or you can relax at the resort. 

Please note: Kanha and Bandhavgarh are closed for afternoon safari on Wednesdays. 

Overnight in Kanha: Tuli Tiger Resort or similar - Cottage (Standard and Deluxe); Bagh Tola / 
Courtyard Haveli or similar - Cottage (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 9: Enjoy Kanha spotting wildlife or relaxing at the resort 
Enjoy morning and afternoon game drives in the park spotting more wildlife and taking photos. 
Remember to take warm clothes with you for the early morning start. 

Spending time in the jungle here in Kanha really is a wonderful experience. Spend the afternoon 
at leisure and relax by the pool. There are also some lovely bird and nature walks in the area. 
Another option is to enjoy a spa or massage at the resort (at your own expense).  

Please note: Kanha and Bandhavgarh are closed for afternoon safari on Wednesdays. 

Overnight in Kanha: Tuli Tiger Resort or similar - Cottage (Standard and Deluxe); Bagh Tola / 
Courtyard Haveli or similar - Cottage (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 10: Travel to Bandhavgarh National Park, home of the Bengal Tiger 
After breakfast, your driver will meet you and you will be driven to Bandhavgarh National 
Park (approximately 5-6 hours). This beautiful park was once the hunting ground of the 
Maharajas of Rewa and home to the famous white tigers. Today, this is a protected National 
Park that is known for the Royal Bengal Tiger. In fact, the population of tigers in Bandhavgarh is 
the highest known in India. It also beholds the largest breeding population of leopards and 
various species of deer and is home to langur monkeys, sloth bears and many birds.  

Later after you have settled in, if time permits, enjoy an afternoon game drive in the Park.  

Please note: Kanha and Bandhavgarh are closed for afternoon safari on Wednesdays. 

Overnight in Bandhavgarh: Nature Heritage/Infinity Resort or similar - Cottage (Standard and 
Deluxe); Bagh Tola or or Bandhav Vilas - Cottage (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 11: Game drives in Bandhavgarh and relax by the pool 
Wake early to catch the sunrise and enjoy a morning and afternoon game drive in the park. 
Spend the afternoon at leisure or relax by the pool. Here too there also lovely bird and nature 
walks in the area you can enjoy spa or massage at the resort (at your own expense).  

Please note: Kanha and Bandhavgarh are closed for afternoon safari on Wednesdays. 

Overnight in Bandhavgarh: Nature Heritage/Infinity Resort or similar - Cottage (Standard and 
Deluxe); Bagh Tola or or Bandhav Vilas - Cottage (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 12: Travel to Khajuraho and marvel at the fine temple art 
Today your driver will collect you after breakfast and you will be driven to Khajuraho (around 5-
6 hours drive).  

Khajuraho is a small village in Central India surrounded by the forestland. This small village 
came into prominence after discovery of the famous Chandela Dynasty temples. A UNESCO 
world heritage site in central India, Khajuraho is now a famous tourist and archaeological site. 
The famous sculptures in the sandstone temples of Khajuraho are truly beautiful, executed with 
a joy, fluidity and lack of inhibition that is rarely found in modern India. These temples are 
widely acknowledged as some of the most exquisite temple art in India. 

Spend the afternoon at leisure in Khajuraho and in the evening enjoy a Sound and Light show 
at Khajuraho Temples. This fascinating light & sound spectacle evokes the life and times of the 
great Chandela Kings and gives you an insight into the story of the unique temples. 

Optional, if you are interested, Yoga sessions can be arranged with an expert Yoga Instructor in 
both Khajuraho and Varanasi 

Overnight in Khajuraho: Golden Tulip Hotel or similar - Standard Room (Standard); Radisson 
Hotel or similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); Lalit Temple View - Deluxe Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 13: Fly to Varanasi 
This morning you will be taken to visit the famous Chandela Dynasty temples. Marvel at the fine 
art and detail of the sandstone carvings.  

Your driver will take you to the airport for your flight to Varanasi at 13:25 hrs. Arrive at 14:15 
hrs where you will be met on arrival and transferred to your hotel. 

Considered as the abode of Lord Shiva, Varanasi is situated on the banks of River Ganges, which 
is believed to have the power of washing away all of one's sins. The holy city has been a symbol 
of spiritualism, philosophy and mysticism for thousands of years. 

Later in the evening you will be collected for a rickshaw ride and taken to the Ghats of holy river 
Ganges to enjoy the evening Ganges “Aarti” ceremony. In Hinduism it is believed that those who 
die and are cremated here get an instant gateway to liberation from the cycle of births and re-
births called “Moksha”. 

Overnight in Varanasi: Westin Hotel or similar - Standard Room (Standard); Radisson Hotel or 
similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); Taj Gateway Hotel / Madin Hotel / Ramada - Superior Room 
(Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 14: Enjoy a ride on the Ganges and fly to Delhi 
This morning enjoy a boat ride on holy River Ganges and watch the sunrise over the Ganges 
from your boat. The Ganges begins life in the Himalayas and flows for over 2,500km to the Bay 
of Bengal. In Varanasi, from dawn to dusk the riverfront (Ghats) are thronged by thousands of 
devotees, who perform their holy rituals in the hope of attaining eternal salvation - “Nirvana”. 

Later continue your sightseeing of Varanasi and enjoy a walking tour of the narrow lanes of the 
old city. Varanasi is a sensory experience, from the sounds to the incense and colours, to the 
cows wandering the laneways...there is no place on Earth like Varanasi. Later in the afternoon, 
enjoy a visit to Sarnath, the buried Buddhist city where Lord Buddha gave his first sermon after 
attaining enlightenment 2,500 years ago. 

You will be taken to the airport in time for your flight to Delhi at around 18:00 hrs. Arrive at 
19:30 hrs where you will be met on arrival and transferred to your hotel. 

Overnight in Delhi: Justa The Residence Gurgaon or similar - Superior Room (Standard); The 
Pride or similar - Superior Room (Deluxe); Radisson or similar - Superior Room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 15: Time to go home or onto your next adventure 
Today you will be taken to the international airport in Delhi in time for your flight home or onto 
your next adventure.  

Meals included: Breakfast 

 


