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India - Paradise Found - 12 Day Kerala Private Tour 

Day 1: Arrival in Kochi 

Your journey begins in the port city of Kochi, also known as Cochin. On arrival you will be met at 
the airport and transferred to your hotel for check in. 

Spend the rest of the day at your leisure. 

Overnight in Kochi: Casino Hotel / Dutch Bungalow or similar - Standard room (Standard); Old 
Light House Bristow or similar - Standard room (Deluxe); Brunton Boat Yard or Taj Malabar - 
Standard Sea Facing room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2: Discover Kochi and its blend of cultures 

Enjoy a tour in the morning and discover what an interesting mix and blend of cultures Kochi is 
home to. Chinese, Judaism, Portuguese, Dutch and of course the British have all left their mark 
on this tropical port off the Malabar coast. It makes for a wonderful city to explore. 

 

Some of the main sights covered will be 
the Chinese fishing nets, the Vaniar Dhobi unit, 
the Dutch Palace*, the Paradesi Synagogue* 
(the oldest in India, built in 1568) and the 
vibrant spice markets, still going strong after 
hundreds of years. The quaint Old Dutch 
houses around Jew Town are now home to 
boutiques and antique shops.  

Spend the afternoon at your leisure. In the evening see a Kathakali dance performance, the 
ancient pantomime dance drama of Kerala. Arrive a little early to see the performers getting 
ready for the night’s performance - a fascinating experience.  

Optional extra: This evening, rather than having the usual dinner, you can choose to partake in a 
cooking demonstration followed by dinner with a local culinary expert where you will learn the 
intricacies of cooking Keralan cuisine. The cost of this is AUD $50 per person. 

*Please note: The Dutch Palace is closed on Saturdays and the Paradesi Synagogue is closed on 
Fridays and Saturdays. We recommend starting this tour any day of the week except for 
Thursdays and Fridays.   

Overnight in Kochi: Casino Hotel / Dutch Bungalow or similar - Standard room (Standard); Old 
Light House Bristow or similar - Standard room (Deluxe); Brunton Boat Yard or Taj Malabar - 
Standard Sea Facing room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 
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Day 3: Travel to Wayanad - one of the most beautiful parts of Kerala 
This morning you will be taken to the train station for your train to Kozhikhode. Travel on the 
Jan Shatabdi Express in Air-Conditioned Chair Car Class. The train departs at 9:35am and arrives 
at 12:55pm where you will be met by your driver and driven to Wayanad (approximately 2 
hours). 

 

Wayanad is considered one of the most 
beautiful parts of Kerala. Located in the 
Western Ghats and set along the higher slopes 
of the Nilgiri Biosphere. The lush green 
forests, valleys and winding roads make it a 
truly wonderful place to visit. 

Spend the evening at your leisure relaxing or 
perhaps take a wander around the area at 
your own pace. 

Overnight in Wayanad: Vythri Village Resort or similar - Standard room (Standard); The Woods 
or similar - Deluxe room (Deluxe); Windflower or similar - Deluxe room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 4: Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary & spice plantation 

Wayanad is famous for its spice plantations and after breakfast you will be taken to visit a 
plantation. Wander through plantations of cardamom, cinnamon, pepper, ginger and vanilla. 
Learn about the plants and what’s involved in cultivating and processing these spices. 

 

In the late afternoon join a tour of the nearby 
wildlife sanctuary to spot wildlife - Asiatic 
elephants, Indian bison, deer, monkeys and 
more. Depending on the amount of visitors to 
the sanctuary you may have a driver and a 
spotter or you may simply have a driver who 
doubles as a guide. Their English may not be 
fluent but this does not hinder their wildlife 
spotting skills. 

Overnight in Wayanad: Vythri Village Resort or similar - Standard room (Standard); The Woods 
or similar - Deluxe room (Deluxe); Windflower or similar - Deluxe room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner  
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Day 5: Discover Palakkad, the land of palm trees and paddy fields 

 

After breakfast, you will be collected from your 
hotel for the drive to Palakkad (around 5 hours). 
Enjoy the Keralan scenery along the way. 

On arrival in Palakkad you will be taken to 
Kandath Tharavad, your accommodation for the 
evening. 
 

 

Kandath Tharavad is a traditionally built 200 year old house in a village on the outskirts of 
Palakkad. During your stay at this typical Keralan house, your host, Mr Bhagwaldas or Bugs will 
be there to welcome you and show you around. Enjoy walks around the village, see basket 
weaving, pottery, toddy tapping (making local coconut liquor - seasonal) and if time permits visit 
a local Kalari Martial Arts School. 

For those feeling a little more adventurous there are bikes available at the homestay for you to 
use. Other activities for you to enjoy include Ayurvedic massage, yoga, meditation and dance 
classes. All these activities can be booked at your own expense with the homestay directly. 

In the evening there is a cooking demonstration where you can learn about the intricacies of 
cooking Tharavad dishes - a Keralan cuisine native to this region. 

Overnight in Palakkad: Kandath Tharavad (Heritage Home Stay) - Standard room/Mini 
suite/Suite (Standard/Deluxe/Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 6: Travel to the tea country of Munnar 

 

After a leisurely breakfast, you will be driven to 
the tea country of Munnar (approximately a 4 
hour drive). A hill station at a height of 1525 
metres, Munnar offers incredible views of the 
surrounding hills covered in tea plantations. 
Surrounding the rolling hills are rich tropical 
forests filled with exotic flora & fauna. 

The quiet atmosphere and pleasant climate of 
Munnar make for a very welcoming stay. 

Overnight in Munnar: Deshadan Mountain Resort or similar - Standard room (Standard); 
Windflower/ Mountain Resort or similar - Deluxe room (Deluxe); Windermere Estate - Estate 
room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch or dinner 
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Day 7: Visit a tea plantation & Eravikulam National Park 

This morning visit a Tea Plantation and Tea Museum. Remember to have your camera ready as 
the views all around are quite something to behold! 

 

Later in the afternoon visit Eravikulam National 
Park. The park is home to the rare and 
endangered Nilgiri thar (a mountain goat), 
birds, butterflies and more. With great views of 
Anamudi Peak (the highest in South India) and 
the surrounding mountains and hills, visiting 
the park is a delight. 

Please note: The National Park is closed for around 30-40 days during the breeding period. This 
is usually between January and February but can extend into early March. For tours during this 
time of year, a visit to the local spice markets will be arranged. 

Overnight in Munnar: Deshadan Mountain Resort or similar - Standard room (Standard); 
Windflower/ Mountain Resort or similar - Deluxe room (Deluxe); Windermere Estate - Estate 
room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch or dinner 

Day 8: Board your houseboat and cruise the backwaters of Alleppey 

Drive down the hills of the Western Ghats (mountain range) for around 4 hours to the 
backwaters of Alleppey. Set on Vembanad Lake, this is one of Kerala’s most beautiful spots and 
where you board your Houseboat. 

 

Enjoy cruising in the labyrinthine waterways and 
see local village life as it has been for years - 
fisherman casting their nets, children coming 
home from school by canoe, and ‘toddy tappers’ 
men who can scale the tallest coconut palms in 
order to extract the sap. 
 

A note on the houseboats or kettuvallam as they are called: 
These are traditional boats made out of wood, bamboo, coconut fibre, jute, coir etc. and have 
air-conditioned rooms with an ensuite toilet and shower. They are 1 - 4 bedrooms depending on 
the size of your group. Each boat has a kitchen where the cook prepares the meals, plus an open 
area with a dining table and sitting area with sofas and chairs. 
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After you board the boat there is usually a short cruise before the boat is moored and lunch is 
served. After lunch continue cruising through the narrow canals. Around sunset the boat is 
moored again and dinner is prepared and then served. Overnight the boats stay moored in the 
same place to give you a restful night’s sleep. In the morning after breakfast cruise back to 
where your car and driver will be waiting for you.   

Overnight in Alleppey: AC Houseboat - Standard room (Standard); Deluxe AC Houseboat - 
Standard room (Deluxe); Premium AC Houseboat - Standard room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 9:  Travel to the palm fringed beach Kovalam 

 

After a leisurely breakfast, cruise through the 
narrow backwater canals towards your boat 
jetty. Along the way, relax and watch the local 
villagers working in the rice fields, ferries plying 
their trade and local fisher folk fishing as you 
pass by. Disembark your boat and drive for 5 
hours to Kovalam, one of the most popular palm 
fringed beaches of Kerala. 
 
 
 

 
Overnight in Kovalam: Isolo Di Coco or similar resort - Cottage room (Standard); Travancore 
Heritage Beach Resort - (Deluxe); Surya Samudra Niraamaya Resort or similar - Rock Garden 
room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 10: Relax at leisure in Kovalam 

 

Spend your day at leisure in Kovalam. 

You may like to enjoy some local Ayurvedic 
treatments, a stroll on the beach, a bicycle ride 
through the surrounding area or you may prefer 
to simply relax and delight in the pleasures of a 
day at the beach. 

 

 

Overnight in Kovalam: Isolo Di Coco or similar resort - Cottage room (Standard); Travancore 
Heritage Beach Resort - Heritage Home (Deluxe); Surya Samudra Niraamaya Resort or similar - 
Rock Garden room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 11: Enjoy the beach, resort and surrounding area 

Spend the day as you wish enjoying the resort, the beach and the surrounds of Kovalam.   

Overnight in Kovalam: Isolo Di Coco or similar resort - Cottage room (Standard); Travancore 
Heritage Beach Resort - Heritage Home (Deluxe); Surya Samudra Niraamaya Resort or similar - 
Rock Garden room (Super Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 12: Time to go home or onto your next adventure 

This morning you will be driven to Trivandrum (45 minute journey) and taken to the airport in 
time for your flight home or onto your next destination. 

Meals included: Breakfast 


