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ITINERARY 
China – 13 Day Quintessential Private Tour including 3 
Night Yangtze River Cruise 

Day 1: Arrival in Beijing 
Upon arrival at Beijing airport your personal local guide will meet you and escort you to 
your hotel. The rest of the day is yours to relax, or step out into the city as you please. 

Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel 
Peace Hotel - Superior Room (4 Star) 

Day 2: Explore Beijing – The Temple of Heaven, Tiananmen Square 
and the Forbidden City 
After breakfast visit the Temple of Heaven, a unique structure that once served as an 
imperial sacrificial altar and an outstanding example of Ming Dynasty architecture. 

Then discover Tiananmen Square, known in the West for the 1989 student 
demonstrations and protests. Its name means Gate of Heavenly Peace (Tiananmen) 
and it is home to various monuments and Halls including the Chairman Mao Zedong 
Memorial Hall that enhouses Mao's embalmed body. 

The Forbidden City was the Chinese Imperial Palace for around 500 years and is one 
of China's largest and best-preserved collections of ancient buildings. It is a delight to 
wander this ancient palatial complex.  

Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel 
Peace Hotel - Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 3: Visit The Great Wall of China  
Today your holiday takes you to the Great Wall of China, a highlight for many in China.  

The magnificent Great Wall of China at the Mutianyu section is the longest fully 
restored section of the Great Wall that is open to tourists. Built on the mountain ridges 
brick by brick with manpower 2,000 years ago and stretching about 6,500 kilometres 
across Northern China, it has been called one of the wonders of the world. A round trip 
on the cable car is included.  
 
Then discover The Chang Tomb, the best preserved and largest of the 13 Ming Tombs 
and visit the Jade Gallery to see first-hand how raw materials are transformed into a 
masterpiece.   
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Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel 
Peace Hotel - Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 4: Travel to Xian by High Speed G Train, visit the Big Wild Goose 
Pagoda and the Muslim Quarter   
Relax and enjoy some free time until your transfer to the station where you will take the 
High Speed G train to Xian. The journey takes around 5 hours and upon arrival in Xian 
your local guide will meet you and escort you to your hotel. 

After settling in at your hotel, it's time to step out into Xian. Xian was the capital for 
eleven dynasties over a period of more than 2,000 years and was the first Chinese city 
to open its doors to the world during the Tang Dynasty (618 AD to 907 AD). 

With your guide, visit the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, regarded by many as a symbol of 
the city, the pagoda was built in 652 A.D during the Tang Dynasty to house the sutras 
brought back from India by the famous monk Xuan-Zang.   

Then stroll through the Muslim Quarter. Passing through the narrow shop lined streets, 
immerse yourself in the sights and smells of local life, well known for its food stalls 
and where you can see Islam thriving in China. 

Overnight in Xian: Skytel Xian - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Grand Nobel Hotel Xian - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 5: Greet the incredible Army of Terracotta Warriors  
Today, visit the Terracotta Warriors and Horses Museum, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site discovered in 1974. Here you will find a life sized terracotta army of thousands of 
warriors buried with First Emperor Qin (d. 201BC) to defend him in the afterlife. It is 
considered one of the greatest archaeological sites in the world - you will see why! After 
greeting the Warriors up close and personal visit the Xian Art Ceramics Factory and 
see how terracotta models are made.  

After lunch visit the Ancient City Walls, the largest and best preserved ancient fortress 
in the world along with Xian's ancient Bell Tower. 

Overnight in Xian: Skytel Xian - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Grand Nobel Hotel Xian - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 6: Fly to Guilin and discover the Reed Flute Caves 
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airport for your flight to Guilin (around 2 
hours and 15 minutes). Upon arrival, your tour guide will meet you at the airport and 
take you to your hotel where you will be able to rest before heading off to visit the 
spectacular Reed Flute Cave and Pearl shop. 
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The limestone cave of peculiar shaped stalactites, stalagmites and rock at the Reed 
Flute Cave has been decorated with multi-coloured lighting which makes it quite a sight 
to behold.  

Overnight in Guilin: Hotel Universal Guilin - Deluxe Double Room (3 Star); Guilin Bravo 
Hotel - Standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 7: Cruise down the Li River to Yangshuo 
After breakfast, you will be driven to the Pier (40-50 minute drive) to start your boat 
cruise down the picturesque Li River - the highlight of any visit to Guilin. Cruise the river 
until you reach Yangshuo County taking in the spectacular views of peaks and 
pinnacles, crystal-clear water and picturesque pastoral views of rice paddies and water 
buffaloes. You may feel as though you have stepped into a traditional Chinese painting. 

After checking into your hotel, you will be free to explore Yangshuo and its famous West 
Street at your leisure. West Street is the oldest street in Yangshuo renowned for its 
architecture, souvenirs, food and night scene.  

Overnight in Yangshuo: Yangshuo New Century Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Green 
Lotus Hotel - standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 8: Fly to Chongqing and Cruise down the Yangtze River 
In the morning you will be transferred to Guilin airport for your flight to Chongqing (also 
known as the 'Mountain City' (around 1 hour and 30 minutes). Upon your arrival at 
Chongqing, the largest city in Southwest China, your local guide will meet you and 
escort you to experience the absolutely stunning views from the Yangtze River 
Cableway, followed by a visit to Chongqing Zoo - home to the South China Tiger and 
Giant Pandas.  

Enjoy an excursion to the China Three Gorges Museum and Chongqing's Great Hall 
of the People at Renmin Square. The Great Hall of the People is the most famous 
landmark in Chongqing, it's huge dome being modelled on the Temple of Heaven in 
Beijing.   

In the evening your local guide will escort you to your ship where you will join the 
Yangtze River Cruise. Boarding takes place at around 7.00 pm with a sail time of 9.30 
pm. 

You can find more information about your ship in the “MORE INFO” tab on this page. 

Note: Dinner is not served on board, you will need to have dinner before boarding for 
your cruise.  

Overnight: Century Cruise (Century Legend or Century Paragon) 5 star cruise  

Meals included: Breakfast  
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Day 9: Cruise the Yangtze River and visit Shibao Pagoda  
The Three Gorges Area is the heart of China where the locals still live in quite a 
traditional way. The Yangtze River Cruise takes you through this part of China in the 
luxury and style of a river cruise - a lovely way to experience China.  

Take in the scenery from your spacious cabin, private balcony or from the sundeck. 
Should you choose to, there are many on board activities for you to enjoy and delicious 
cuisine.  

In the morning join, a Tai Chi class and there is an optional additional tour to Fengdu 
Ghost City (river conditions permitting). The cost of the additional tour is not included 
and is CNY290 per person and can be paid directly to the cruise company.   

In the afternoon there is the shore excursion to Shibao pagoda (included) followed by 
the Capitan's Welcome Party and buffet dinner.  

Overnight: Century Cruise (Century Legend or Century Paragon) 5 star cruise  

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 10: Cruise the Yangtze River, stopping at Shennv Stream 
Enjoy another day cruising down the Yangtze river. Today's afternoon shore excursion is 
to Shennv Stream, also known as Beauty Stream with an optional additional tour to 
White King Town. The cost of the additional tour is not included and is CNY290 per 
person and can be paid directly to the cruise company.  

Overnight: Century Cruise (Century Legend or Century Paragon) 5 star cruise  

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 11: Three Gorges Dam site then disembark and fly to Shanghai  
This morning visit the Three Gorges Dam site - the world's largest hydropower project. 
Continue your cruise on to Yichang where you will disembark around 1pm.  

Enjoy some free time in Yichang before going to the airport. Your tour guide will show 
you around the local Riverside Park and Yiling Square, where you will get the chance to 
explore Yichang city. 

You will be transferred to the airport for your late afternoon flight to Shanghai (around 1 
hour 20 minutes). Upon your arrival at Shanghai you will be met by your local guide and 
driver and escorted to your hotel. 

Overnight in Shanghai: Greenland Jiulong Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); The Bund Hotel 
- Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast  
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Day 12: Explore Shanghai - Shanghai Museum, Yu Garden & Yu 
Market 
Today, with your personal guide and driver, explore the highlights of Shanghai. Start 
with a visit to the Shanghai Museum (includes the translator) followed by the famous 
and classical Yu Garden and Yu Market where you can step back in time, do some 
shopping, try local snacks and marvel at what is also known as Shanghai Old 
Street and the French section. Visit a silk factory to see how silk is made. 

Overnight in Shanghai: Greenland Jiulong Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); The Bund Hotel 
- Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 13: Stroll down the Bund before heading home 
After breakfast take a leisurely stroll along The Bund, a 1.5km walkway stretching along 
the Huangpu River and along Nanjing Rd - the main shopping street of Shanghai and 
get a bird's eye view of Shanghai from the Jinmao Tower. 

Once the tour finishes you are free at your leisure until your personal guide and private 
transfer will escort you to the airport for your departure flight. It's time to say goodbye. 

Meals included: Breakfast 

	


