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ITINERARY 

China – 12 Days on the Silk Road in China - Private Tour 

Day 1: Arrival in Xian 
Upon your arrival at Xian airport, your local guide will be there to welcome you and transfer you 
to your hotel. The rest of the day is free at your own leisure. 

Overnight in Xi'an: Mercure Xian on Renmin Square - Classic Room (3 Star); Grand Noble Hotel 
Xian - Noble Club Floor Room (4 Star) 

Day 2: The amazing Terracotta Warriors 
In the morning visit the Terracotta Warriors and Horses Museum, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site discovered in 1974. Here you'll see over 6,000 life-size Qin Dynasty-era terracotta soldiers, 
chariots and horses, an army designed to protect Qin Shihuang, China's first emperor, in the 
afterlife. It is considered one of the greatest archaeological sites in the world. 

In the afternoon, visit the Muslim Quarter - a lively area known for its food stalls and where you 
can see Islam thriving in China. A visit here is highly recommended and much fun! 

Overnight in Xi'an: Mercure Xian on Renmin Square - Classic Room (3 Star); Grand Noble Hotel 
Xian - Noble Club Floor Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 3: Fly to Dunhuang on the edge of the Gobi Desert 
After breakfast, see a little more of Xian including the ancient City Walls - a large and well 
preserved fortress. From the wall is an impressive view of the old city contained within the walls 
and the modern city that lies on the outside of the walls. You may like to bike part of the walls 
or take a golf buggy around the perimeter (this is not included - you can decide on the day if you 
would like to do either of these activities and pay directly).  

Your driver and guide will then take you to the airport for your flight 
to Dunhuang (approximately 2 hours 40 minutes). Upon your arrival at Dunhuang, your local 
guide will be there to meet you and transfer you to your hotel. 

Overnight in Dunhuang: Guang Yuan Hotel Dunhuang - Standard Room (3 Star); Dunhuang 
International - Standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 4: The sights Dunhuang - Mogao Caves, Crescent Lake and more 
Dunhuang was once a major stop on the ancient Silk Road, an intersection between the East 
and the West. 

Visit the Mogao Caves (also known as the Mogao Grottoes), a network of caves famous for their 
statues and wall paintings, described as a treasure house of Buddhist art.  
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Next stop is Mingsha Shan the Singing Sand dune. The giant sand dune is composed of five 
different coloured sands - red, yellow, green, black and white. When the wind passes or when 
you slide down from its top, the dunes give out a singing sound. Here you can ride a camel or try 
sand sliding from the top of the dune (these are not included and you can decide on the day if 
you would like to do either and pay directly). 

Continue on to Crescent Moon Spring, a spring in the shape of a crescent moon at the foot of 
Mingsha Shan - an oasis in the desert. Despite being surrounded by the sand dunes, the Spring 
has never been covered by quicksands or dried up as one might expect - a natural wonder of the 
Gobi Desert.  

Overnight in Dunhuang: Guang Yuan Hotel Dunhuang - Standard Room (3 Star); Dunhuang 
International - Standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 5: Bullet train from Liuyuan to Turpan 
This morning after breakfast, your driver will collect you and take you to the train station in 
Liuyuan (approximately 2.5 hours drive) where you will take the bullet train to Turpan 
(approximately 3.5 hours).  

On arrival in Turpan, you will be met at the train station and taken to your hotel.  

Overnight in Turpan: Turpan Hotel - Standard Room (3 Star); Turpan Huozhou Hotel - Standard 
Room (4 Star option)* 

*Please note the Turpan Huozhou is a 3 Star hotel and the best hotel available 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 6: Discover the wonders Turpan - ruins, caves, desert and more 
Turpan lies 154m below sea level, surrounded by desert and mountains. It is known as China's 
hottest city and one of the driest places in the world. In the summer time (July and August), 
temperatures reach over 40°C and even 50°C. It is a oasis in the desert and was a strategic point 
on the Silk Road.  

Visit the Gaochang Ruins - an insight into this once prosperous cosmopolitan city along the silk 
road. Continue on to Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves. Of the 83 original caves, 57 caves 
currently remain dating back to 317 AD. Many of the statues and frescos here have either been 
destroyed or stolen - the most notorious was Albert Von Le Qoc from Germany who stole 
numerous frescoes that were destroyed in the bombing of Berlin in World War II. 

Visit Flaming Mountain, named so because under the relentless heat of the midday sun 
combined with the appearance of the mountain, you could say it looks like it's on fire. This is 
also where the hottest temperature in China was recorded. Before returning to your hotel, 
visit Tuyoq, a tiny grape-producing village where you can explore traditional Uyghur life and 
architecture. Tuyoq has been a pilgrimage site for Muslims for centuries, but you can also find a 
series of Buddhist caves dating back to the 3rd century AD. 

Overnight in Turpan: Turpan Hotel - Standard Room (3 Star); Turpan Huozhou Hotel - Standard 
Room (4 Star option) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
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Day 7: Travel to the city of Urumqi with visits along the way 
After breakfast, your driver will collect you from your hotel for the drive 
to Urumqi (approximately 2.5 hours). Along the way, visit Emin Minaret and the Karez Irrigation 
Site - developed as a way to bring the melted snow waters of the Tian Shan to the city through a 
series of wells dug into underground channels about 2,000 years ago. Stop at Jiaohe 
Ruins before arriving in Urumqi where you will be taken to your hotel.   

Overnight in Urumqi: Yilite Hotel - Standard Room (3 Star); Bingtuan Grand Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 8: Visit the Heavenly Lake and fly to Kashgar 
With a population of around 2.5 million people, Urumqi is famous for its claim that it is the most 
inland city in the world - furthest from any ocean. It's a modern city with a mix of cultures.  

Visit the Heavenly Lake (Tianchi), 1980m above sea level surrounded by lush forest and snow 
capped mountains before being taken to the airport for your flight to Kashgar.  

On arrival in Kashgar, you will be met and transferred to your hotel. 

Overnight in Kashgar: Luxemon Qinibagh Hotel Kashgar Prefecture - Standard Room (for both 3 
& 4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 9: Sightseeing in Kashgar including the famous Sunday bazaar 
Located in the far West, Kashgar is closer to Middle Eastern cities than it is to Beijing or 
Shanghai. Much of the old city has been rebuilt, but the Sunday Bazaar is a lively market, as it 
was in ancient days as a trading point on the Silk Road.  

After breakfast your driver will collect you for your city tour. Visit the Id Kah Mosque, a 
beautiful yellow tiled mosque and the largest mosque in China.  

Continue on to the Abakh Khoja Tomb and Xiangfei Tomb. Abakh Khoja was a powerful 17th 
century Kashgar ruler who was revered as a prophet and second only to Mohammed. Built in 
1640, this tomb holds five generations of his family and is covered in splendidly mismatched 
glazed tiles - considered an architectural masterpiece and one of Xinjiang's holiest places. 
Xiangfei Tomb belongs to Abakh Khoja's granddaughter, Iparhan, who was seized and forced to 
marry the Qianlong Emperor of Qing Dynasty. She spent 28 years in the Forbidden City and 
never saw her family again, after she died, her body was carried back to Abakh Khoja Tomb over 
a tedious three-year journey. 

Try your haggling skills and browse the Sunday Bazaar - renowned as the biggest market in 
Central Asia. This was a pivotal trading point along the Silk Road where goods have been traded 
for more than 2,000 years. The traditional bazaar was originally held on Sundays, but it currently 
is divided into two sections, one is the livestock district that is only open on Sundays and the 
other is the ordinary district especially busy on Sundays although open every day. 

Please note: The dates for this tour coincide with Day 9 falling on a Sunday. If you wish to 
choose your own dates, please bear this mind.  

Overnight in Kashgar: Luxemon Qinibagh Hotel Kashgar Prefecture - Standard Room (for both 3 
& 4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
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Day 10: Fly back to Urumqi and visit Bazaar 
This morning your driver and guide will take you to the airport for your flight back to Urumqi. 

On arrival in Urumqi you will be met at the airport. Visit the Erdaoqiao Bazaar, a bustling market 
with almost everything - fruit, clothing, crafts, knives, carpets and more.  

Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure.  

Overnight in Urumqi: Yilite Hotel - Standard Room (3 Star); Bingtuan Grand Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch  

Day 11: See a 4,000 year old Mummy and fly back to Xian 
This morning visit the Xinjiang Autonomous Region Museum (closed on Mondays). It houses a 
collection of artefacts and relics of more than 12 minority groups from all the major 
archaeological sites in Xinjiang. The prime exhibits are the preserved bodies and garments of 
nearly a dozen people found in tombs throughout Xinjiang along with the well known 4,000-
year-old mummy of "Loulan Beauty". 

You will then be taken to the airport for your flight back to Xian (approximately 3.5 hours). Upon 
arrival in Xian your local guide will meet you and escort you to your hotel. 

Overnight in Xi'an: Mercure Xian on Renmin Square - Classic Room (3 Star); Grand Noble Hotel 
Xian - Noble Club Floor Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Day 12: Time to go home or on to your next adventure 
Today the tour ends. After breakfast you will be taken to the airport in time for your flight.  

Meals included: Breakfast 

 

 


