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ITINERARY 
China – 11 Day Full of Wonder Private Tour including Zhangjiajie 

Day 1: Arrival in Beijing 

Upon your arrival at the Beijing airport, your local guide will meet you and escort you to your hotel. The 
rest of the day is yours to relax and enjoy. 

Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel Peace Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Day 2: Explore Beijing – Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven… 

Today explore Beijing with a day of sight seeing. Visit Tiananmen Square, known in the West for the 1989 
student demonstrations and protests. Its name means Gate of Heavenly Peace (Tiananmen) and it is 
home to various monuments and Halls including the Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall that enhouses 
Mao's embalmed body. 

Continue on to Forbidden City. The Forbidden City was the Chinese Imperial Palace for around 500 years 
and is one of the world's largest and best-preserved collections of ancient buildings. It was home to one 
emperor and the many wives, concubines, eunuchs and servants. Gain an insight into the opulence of 
Imperial China. There is quite a lot of walking so we recommend wearing comfortable shoes.  

Visit Jingshan Park, originally an imperial garden, it is now a beautiful public park and the highest point of 
the centre of Beijing. There are 5 pavilions on the artificial hill (also known as Coal Hill) and about 400 
steps going up. It is the best place to view the whole complex of the Forbidden City and the old quarters 
of Beijing. The last emperor of the Ming Dynasty, Chongzhen, committed suicide by hanging himself here 
in 1644.  

In the afternoon there's the opportunity to observe the sights and sounds of the local people at the 
incredible Temple of Heaven, the place which was visited yearly by the emperors who performed 
intricate rituals to insure a good harvest for the whole nation at ancient times. 

Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel Peace Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 3: Visit the Great Wall of China 

Today visit the Great Wall of China, a highlight for many in China.  

The magnificent Great Wall of China at the Mutianyu section is the longest fully restored section of the 
Great Wall that is open to tourists. Built on the mountain ridges brick by brick with manpower 2,000 
years ago and stretching about 6,500 kilometres across Northern China, it has been called one of the 
wonders of the world.  
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The Mutianyu Cable Car is included in the experience but there is also the option of a chairlift and 
toboggan. If you would prefer to change then please inform your local guide before they purchase your 
tickets for the cable car. There is an extra charge in cash for this change on the day payable to your guide. 
 
After your visit to the Great Wall, visit Sacred Road, originally built to lead to the Changling mausoleum. 
Chinese emperors were known as the Son of Heaven and during their reign they often passed through 
the sacred road to the sacrificial alter in order to converse with heaven. The path is lined with stone 
statues of animals, mystical beasts and officials who purportedly serve the emperor in his afterlife.  

Before returning to your hotel visit the Jade Gallery to experience how to turn raw materials into a 
masterpiece using traditional Chinese skills and techniques. Each jade item here is well designed, skillfully 
carved, and carefully polished. 

Overnight in Beijing: Paragon Hotel Beijing - Standard Room (3 Star); Beijing Novotel Peace Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 4: Visit the Summer Palace and travel to Xian by High Speed Train 

After breakfast visit the Summer Palace an imperial summer resort of the Qing Dynasty with its perfect 
layout, magnificent buildings and enchanting landscape, it is the most splendid classical garden in China. 
Enjoy a boat cruise on the lake (except from 1st Nov to 18th Mar due to weather and when the lake is 
frozen). 

After your visit here you will be transferred to the train station to take the High Speed G train to Xian. The 
journey takes around 5 hours and upon arrival in Xian your personal guide will meet you and escort you 
to your hotel. 

Overnight in Xian: Mercure Xian on Renmin Square - Classic Room (3 Star); Grand Noble Hotel Xian – 
Noble Club Floor Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast  

Day 5: Visit the incredible Army of Terracotta Warriors 

Xian was the capital for eleven dynasties over a period of more than 2,000 years and was the first Chinese 
city to open its doors to the world during the Tang Dynasty (618 AD to 907 AD). Visit the Terracotta 
Warriors and Horses Museum, a UNESCO World Heritage site discovered in 1974. Here you will find a life 
sized terracotta army of thousands of warriors buried with First Emperor Qin (d. 201BC) to defend him in 
the afterlife. It is considered one of the greatest archaeological sites in the world - you will see why! 

After lunch visit the Ancient City Walls, the largest and best preserved ancient fortress in the world, and 
before returning to your hotel visit the Xian Art Ceramics Factory.  

Overnight in Xian: Mercure Xian on Renmin Square - Classic Room (3 Star); Grand Noble Hotel Xian – 
Noble Club Floor Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 6: Enjoy Xian and then Fly to Zhangjiajie 

After breakfast tour Muslim Street, one of Xian's greatest attractions. The street is well known for its 
food stalls and where you can see Islam thriving in China. Whilst a tourist attraction, it is as much for 
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locals as it is for tourists. Visit the Great Mosque the largest mosque in Xian and one of the four grand 
Islamic mosques in China with more than 1200 years history.  

The combination of traditional Chinese architecture and Islamic art resonate tranquillity. The Great 
Mosque has been serving Xian's Muslim community for more than a millennium. Lastly in Xian visit 
the Big Wild Goose Pagoda regarded by many as a symbol of the city, the pagoda was built in 652 A.D in 
Tang Dynasty to house the sutras brought back from India by the famous monk Xuan-zang.  

Return to your hotel and then you will be transferred to the airport for your flight to Zhangjiajie (around 
1 hour 40 minutes duration). Upon arrival, your tour guide will meet you at the airport and take you to 
your hotel. 

Overnight in Zhangjiajie: Emperor Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 7: The spectacular Wulingyuan Scenic Area   

After breakfast, get ready for some incredible scenery. Begin your tour of the Wulingyuan Scenic Area, a 
World Heritage Site since 1992 that is home to some of the most magnificent national parks in China. 

Begin with Zhangjiajie National Forest Park. Words cannot do justice to what you are about to see - so 
make sure you have your camera ready. Filled with quartzite-sandstone pinnacles rising out of the forest 
the sight is other worldly. It was Zhangjiajie that was the inspiration for James Cameron's 2009 
Blockbuster Avatar. 

Also visit the Yuanjiajie Scenic Area, take the cable car up Tianzi Mountain and at the bottom of Tianzi 
Mountain explore Ten Mile Gallery where you can enjoy a round train trip journey through the peaks of 
the valley.  

Overnight in Zhangjiajie: Emperor Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 8: Visit Baofeng Lake and Zhangjiajie Grand Canyon (including glass-bottom 
bridge)  

After breakfast visit the natural beauty of Baofeng Lake, a fresh water lake in the Wulingyuan Scenic 
Area. The lake is located in the high gorges and surrounded by forested mountains, the stillness and 
beauty is a delight to experience. Then adventure to Zhangjiajie Grand Canyon where you can enjoy the 
spectacular views from the longest and highest glass-bottom bridge in the world. 

Overnight in Zhangjiajie: Emperor Hotel - Superior Room (3 Star); Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel - 
Superior Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 9: Cable Car to Tianmen Mountain and then fly to Shanghai 

Today take the longest cable car to Tianmen Mountain, considered the soul of Zhangjiajie. Tianmen 
translates to Heavenly Gate Mountain which comes from the huge natural cave half way up the mountain 
- considered a gate to heaven. This trip includes two glass plank roads, the cable car and mini bus.  
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After the tour, you will be transferred to the airport (20 min. drive) for your flight to your final destination 
- Shanghai (around 2 hours). Upon arrival in Shanghai, you will be met by your own personal guide who 
will escort you to your hotel.   

Overnight in Shanghai: Greenland Jiulong Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Sunrise on The Bund Hotel - 
Standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 10: Explore Shanghai - Yu Garden, Yu Market and the Bund 

After breakfast visit the Shanghai Museum (includes the translator) - a museum of ancient Chinese art. 
Then visit Yu Yuan Garden, the famous classical garden and Yu Yuan Market where you can step back in 
time, do some shopping, try local snacks and marvel at what is also known as Shanghai Old Street. You 
can also visit a silk workshop. 

In the afternoon take a stroll along The Bund, a 1.5 km walkway stretching along the Huangpu River lined 
with European colonial architecture. Get a great view of modern Shanghai from the Shanghai World 
Financial Center. 

Overnight in Shanghai: Greenland Jiulong Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Sunrise on The Bund Hotel - 
Standard Room (4 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 11: Time for home or onto your next adventure.  

Today you are free at leisure in Shanghai until your personal guide and private transfer will escort you to 
the airport for your departure flight. It's time to say goodbye or hello to your next destination. 

 
 


