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Cambodia & South Vietnam – Wonderful 11 Day Tour with 3 
Night Luxury Mekong River Cruise 

Day 1: Arrival in Ho Chi Minh City 

On arrival in Ho Chi Minh City you will be met at the airport by your guide and driver and taken 
to your hotel. 

If you arrive early in the day or the day before and would like Travelbay to arrange a day, half 
day or evening tour (for a small additional fee) please let us know. 

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City: Le Duy Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Harmony Saigon Hotel - 
Premier Deluxe Room (4 Star); Hotel Majestic Saigon - Colonial Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Day 2: Delight in the sights of Ho Chi Minh City 

 

Today discover the sights and delights of Ho Chi 
Minh City. Formerly known as Saigon, this is 
Vietnam's largest city. In the morning start your 
holiday with a visit to the Notre Dame 
Cathedral and the General Post Office, wonderful 
examples of French colonial architecture. 

Continue your tour along Dong Khoi Street and make a stop at the Peoples’ Committee building, 
the Opera House and the Reunification Palace. 

Then discover China Town and Thien Hau Pagoda, dedicated to the Goddess known as the Lady 
of the Sea. 

Have lunch at a local restaurant and then be transferred back to your hotel to spend the rest of 
the afternoon at your leisure and own pace. 

Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City: Le Duy Hotel - Deluxe Room (3 Star), Harmony Saigon Hotel - 
Premier Deluxe Room (4 Star), Hotel Majestic Saigon - Colonial Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch  
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Day 3: Begin your Mekong River Cruise 

 

This morning you will be collected and driven 
to My Tho where you will board your river cruise 
ship. Upon boarding enjoy welcome drinks, a 
briefing and lunch before setting sail across the 
vast Mekong Delta.  

Spend the afternoon and evening on board enjoying the luxuries of the cruise and the 
fascinating scenery. 

On board, the cabins have large floor to ceiling panoramic glass doors that open to your 
balcony. With wooden white furniture, fine art and Asian style decorations, the cabins are a 
delight. Amenities include: air-conditioning, balcony with 2 chairs and table, mini bar, sun hat, 
binoculars, hand fan, sandals, in-room safety box, hair dryer, bath robe, in-house phone, desk, 
chairs and luggage rack. 

Anchor will be dropped in Cai Be for the night. 

Overnight on Jayavarman Cruise - Superior Cabin (3, 4 and 5 Star options all have a Superior 
Cabin) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 4: The floating market of Cai Be & traditional village in Sa Dec 

Begin the day with an optional Tai Chi class on the sundeck. After breakfast visit the colourful 
and bustling floating market of Cai Be. The traditional sampan will take you around the market. 

As you head back to your cruise ship, stop at various places where you can witness the making 
of rice paste, rice paper, rice cookies, rice wine and coconut candies as well as the rustic local 
life along the canals. 

 

After lunch, continue sailing to Sa Dec. Upon arrival, 
take a tour on a traditional sampan to explore the 
village of Binh Thanh Island. This is a great 
opportunity to interact with the locals to get to 
know more about their daily life. Then head back to 
your ship and cruise towards Tan Chau. 

Enjoy the rest of the day cruising up the Mekong and relaxing on the cruise ship. 

Overnight on Jayavarman Cruise - Superior Cabin (3, 4 and 5 Star options all have a Superior 
Cabin) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 5: Explore the diversity of Tan Chau then cruise into Cambodia 

This morning, take a short excursion to Tan Chau where you can find a diverse community 
including Chinese, Kinh and Khmer. 

Visit the “evergreen” islands where villagers live on houses poised on high stilts. Make a stop in 
Tan Chau canal to visit a fish farm where villagers live on floating houses and live by feeding fish. 

 

After that, a boat will take you to the Tan Chau 
pier. Here you can disembark and take a stroll 
around the colourful local market. 

Return to the ship by boat and set off for the 
Cambodian border. There will be border crossing 
formalities before you can enter Cambodia. 

Overnight on Jayavarman Cruise - Superior Cabin (3, 4 and 5 Star options all have a Superior 
Cabin) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 6: Discover Phnom Penh - The Pearl of Asia 

This morning you will arrive in Cambodia's capital, Phnom Penh where you will disembark the 
ship. Your local guide and driver will meet you at the harbour and take you to your hotel. 

Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and then, in the afternoon, begin sightseeing in the city once 
known as the "Pearl of Asia" and situated at the confluence of the four arms of the Mekong. 

 

Visit the Royal Palace built in 1866 by King 
Norodom and home to a remarkable collection of 
Khmer art. Here you will find the Silver Pagoda, 
also known as the Temple of the Emerald Buddha. 

In the centre of the pagoda is a golden Buddha encrusted with 9584 diamonds, weighing 90 kgs 
and a Buddha featuring emeralds and Baccarat crystal dating from the 17th century.   

Please note: The guides at the Royal Palace and the Silver Pagoda will be your on-site guides as 
local guides are not permitted here. 

Overnight in Phnom Penh: King Grand Boutique - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Villa Langka Boutique - 
Superior Room (4 Star); Palace Gate Hotel & Resort - Royal Deluxe Room with View (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 
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Day 7: Visit Kompong Thom, Skuon and travel to Siem Reap 

This morning, unlike previous days, you will start the day with breakfast at a local restaurant, 
where you can taste local Khmer dishes. After breakfast head to Kompong Thom (approximately 
a 3.5 hour drive). On the way stop at Skuon, sometimes known in the local language as 
"Spiderville." It is famous with international visitors for its fried spiders. The tarantulas are 
hunted and then deep fried with a history dating back to when food was scarce during the rule 
of the Khmer Rouge. Apparently they are quite tasty, and are said to be good for the heart and 
lungs but no obligation at all to try one – we didn’t! 

 

Continue on to Kompong Thom and enjoy lunch at 
a local restaurant. After lunch continue to Siem 
Reap and sit back and admire the scenery, 
watching local life as you pass by. Arrive at Siem 
Reap late in the afternoon.  

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 8: The magnificent temples of Angkor Wat 

Today is a classic one-day tour of the Angkor temple complex. 

Begin early with your guide and driver collecting you from your hotel at 7am (we recommend 
starting early to get ahead of some of the larger tour groups). Start with Angkor Wat itself - the 
iconic and best preserved of the Angkor temples. Accompanied by your guide, enter from the 
East, the back entrance, take your time at the temple and walk through to the front entrance 
where your driver will be waiting for you. 

 

Enjoy a relaxed lunch in Siem Reap before heading 
to the South Gate of Angkor Thom, where you’ll 
begin your exploration of the centrepiece of this 
ancient city, Bayon. The Bayon temple has 54 
towers, all with a smiling Buddha face in each of 
the four directions. 
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 The tour also visits the Royal Enclosure, Phimeanakas, the Terrace of Elephants and the Terrace 
of Leper Kings, as well as Ta Prohm - the jungle temple that has been overtaken by trees made 
famous by the movie Tomb Raider. 

In the afternoon you will be taken back to your hotel in Siem Reap. 

Please note: When visiting the temples of Angkor you will need to ensure your shoulders are 
covered and wear trousers / skirts that cover your knees. 

In the evening, you may wish to visit Pub Street where you can find many restaurants and bars, 
as well as the night markets. The hotel staff can help you with a tuk tuk to get you there. 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch 

Day 9: Siem Reap countryside tour 

This morning you will be collected from your hotel by tuk-tuk for a drive through the 
countryside to the Meanchey Community stopping at the Bakong Temple en route. Established 
in 802 AD it is one of the oldest temple cities near Siem Reap. After a stop for photographs and a 
brief background on the history of the Temple, head to Wat Roka, a large rural pagoda where 
you can learn about the Buddhist culture. Along the way, visit some local handicraft makers 
(pottery, weavers, blacksmiths) where you can see traditional skills and equipment being used 
and take a stroll through a local village market. 

 

Next, take a relaxing Ox-cart ride through the 
nearby village and countryside. This ancient form 
of local transportation is still used today. While 
enjoying the ride you can take in the sights of the 
countryside, traditional buildings and ways of 
living. Make sure to have your camera handy to 
capture this unique journey. 

At the end of your Ox-cart ride take a stroll through the agricultural fields of rural Cambodia. 
Observe the farming techniques in an authentic setting - what you will see will depend on the 
time of year you visit and what season it is. 

The walk ends at a small rural farm that will also be where you have lunch. While seated in the 
shady farmland enjoy a selection of traditional Cambodian dishes prepared by a local family, try 
some locally grown fruit and enjoy a complimentary coconut refreshment straight off the tree. 
After lunch take a moment to relax in the hammock, take a wander around the farm or chat 
with the locals. 
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 Nearby the farm, located in the village of Cheasmorn, is the JB Foundation. Visit the free English 
language school in operation. You can even join in if you wish and share your own skills. Feel 
free to ask the children questions about themselves, the village and their studies, your guide or 
the local teacher can assist with any language barriers you may encounter. 

After visiting the school head off on a leisurely bike ride through the villages and countryside 
of Meanchey Commune (you can also do this part of the tour by tuk-tuk if you prefer). The 
scenery is great out here and you will once again get to witness genuine Cambodian countryside 
life. Feel free to stop any time for photographs as you cross bridges and follow narrow dirt roads 
in a loop that takes you through several different villages. The bicycle ride ends back in the 
village of Cheasmorn where there will be a tuk-tuk waiting to take you back to Siem Reap. Arrive 
at your hotel at approximately 4.30 pm. 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast and lunch 

Day 10: More temples of Angkor Wat 

Today visit some temples that are a little further out and which involve a pleasant drive through 
the countryside. These temples are less busy than the main temples and were the ones Nikki 
and Nicola most enjoyed on their visit in March 2019. 

 

Your driver will collect you at 7am and take you to 
the small and beautiful temple of Banteay Srei, 
built for the worship of women. This temple is 
largely built of pink sandstone, a harder rock that 
can be more elaborately carved and better 
survives the rigours of time. 

Continue on to Banteay Samre – its rose-colored sandstone walls are decorated with carvings 
and bas-reliefs, which are among the most accomplished Angkor has to offer. Visit Pre Rup - a 
large temple-mountain, that contains well-preserved carvings of fine detail before being taken 
back to your hotel. 

Enjoy the afternoon free at leisure. You might enjoy another visit to the markets or Pub Street 
as they are so much fun 😊 

Overnight in Siem Reap: La Niche D'Angkor - Deluxe Room (3 Star); Tara Angkor Hotel - Superior 
Room (4 Star); Angkor Palace Resort - Deluxe Room (5 Star) 

Meals included: Breakfast 
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Day 11: Time to go home or onto your next adventure 

Enjoy the day at leisure until it is time for you to be taken to the airport for your flight. The room 
is at your disposal until noon. 

Meals included: Breakfast 


