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Bhutan & Nepal – The Magic of Bhutan & Nepal in 15 Days – 
Private Tour 

Day 1: BHUTAN – Arrive in Paro, Bhutan and drive to Thimphu 

Upon arrival in Paro, you will be met by your guide and driven to Thimphu the capital town of 
Bhutan.  

 

Along the way visit Tachogang Lhakhang “the 
temple of the excellent horse” - a private 
temple built in the 15th century with its bridge 
across the river. Continue on to Chuzom where 
the Thimphu and Paro rivers join. Here you can 
see 3 different styles of stupas: Tibetan, 
Nepalese and Bhutanese. 

On arrival in Thimphu, check-in to your hotel. The capital of Bhutan is a unique city with an 
unusual mix of modern development alongside ancient traditions. With a population of about 
90,000 it is perhaps still the world’s only capital city without a traffic light and is described as the 
heart of Bhutan. 

In the late afternoon drive to Buddha Point (Kuensel Phodrang) and see the largest statute in 
the country. Then take a short walk around the Point enjoying the views of the valley. 

Return to the city and stroll through the local crafts bazaar browsing the traditional fine arts. 
Here you can buy hand-woven textiles, thangkha paintings, masks, ceramics, slate, wood 
carvings, jewellery and much more. 

At dusk, continue with a short tour around some of the most popular sites of Thimphu to 
experience the beauty of this city at night. 

Please note: If your flight arrives later in the afternoon, todays' sightseeing will be added to Day 
2. 

Overnight in Thimphu: Phuntsho Pelri or similar (Standard); Druk Hotel or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Lunch and dinner 
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Day 2: BHUTAN – Explore the Thimphu Valley 

Today discover the sights of the Thimphu Valley. Visit the National Library where you will find 
an extensive collection of Buddhist manuscripts; the Institute for Zorig Chusum (commonly 
known as the Painting School) where students undergo a 6-year training course in Bhutan’s 13 
traditional arts and crafts; and the Textile Museum, which provides insight into one of the most 
distinct art forms of Bhutan. Continue on to Simply Bhutan, a living museum and studio 
encapsulating the cultural heritage of the Bhutanese people. 

After lunch, drive to Sangaygang (also known as the hill of Buddha) where you can enjoy the 
views of Thimphu valley and take a walk through the hundreds of colourful prayer flags. 

 

Continue on to the Takin Reserve Centre home 
to the national animal of Bhutan (the Takin). 
This is a wildlife reserve area for the takin. 
Formerly a zoo, the King of Bhutan declared 
animals were not to be kept in such 
confinement and so were set free. They then 
discovered that the takin didn’t wander far and 
stayed within the area. 

After your time here, visit the Changangkha Monastery overlooking the Thimphu valley. The 
Monastery was built in the 15th century and is known to the locals as the "name giving temple", 
When a new baby is born into the community the locals take the baby to the temple to be 
named and blessed. 

Stop at the King's Memorial Chorten - a stupa continuously circumambulated by people 
murmuring mantras and spinning their prayer wheels. End the day at Trashi Chhoe Dzong, the 
“fortress of the glorious religion”. This is the centre of government and religion, and the site of 
the monarch’s throne room. 

Overnight in Thimphu: Phuntsho Pelri or similar (Standard); Druk Hotel or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 3: BHUTAN – Travel to Gangtey via the Dochula Pass 

 

After breakfast begin the drive 
to Gangtey (around 5.5 hours) via the Dochula 
pass. There are 108 memorial stupas known as 
Druk Wangyal Chortens en route and on a clear 
day the views of the Himalayas are spectacular. 
 

Visit the rural village of Rinchengang in Wangdue Phodrang. Rinchengang is a small village 
famous for its stonework and the houses being built so close together. 

After lunch, drive onto Gangtey through oak and rhododendron forests and to the Phobjikha 
Valley, a beautiful and remote valley. The vast wide open space is extremely rare in Bhutan as 
most parts are densely populated with trees making it a welcome delight of expansiveness. 

Overnight in Gangtey: Gangtey Lodge or similar (Standard); Hotel Dewachen or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 4: BHUTAN – Walk the Gangtey Nature Trail and explore Phobjikha Valley 

 

This morning your driver and guide will collect 
you and take you to the Gangtey 
Monastery and surrounding village - home to 
the people who look after the monastery.   
 
 

Take a walk on the Gangtey Nature Trail (around 2 hours). Head downhill from the Gangtey 
Monastery on foot through the scenic valley to Semchubara village and onto the open valley. 
The trail ends at a local school where you can stop and have a rest. 
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After lunch explore the Phobjikha Valley - the 
winter home of the black necked cranes that 
migrate from the North to enjoy a milder 
climate in the winter months (from late 
October to mid-February). Visit the Black Neck 
Crane Information Centre and learn all about 
the natural and cultural history of the area.  
 

Overnight in Gangtey: Gangtey Lodge or similar (Standard); Hotel Dewachen or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 5: BHUTAN – Travel to and explore Punakha  

After breakfast, you will be driven to Punakha across the Dochula pass. On a clear day the views 
across the high peaks of the eastern Himalayas are nothing short of spectacular. 

 

In the afternoon visit the beautiful Punakha 
Dzong or (Palace of Great Happiness) built at 
the junction of the Pho Chu and Mo Chu rivers 
in 1637. In the past, this majestic dzong served 
as both the religious and the administrative 
centre of Bhutan. It measures some 180 by 70 
metres and has a six-story, gold-domed tower. 
Inside you can explore the courtyards and 
religious statues. 
 

Later in the day visit Chimi Lhakhang - a monastery situated on a hillock in the centre of the 
valley and known as the temple of fertility. It is widely believed that if couples who do not have 
children and want one, pray at this temple, they will be blessed with a child. The trail leads 
across rice fields to the tiny settlement of Pana, meaning ‘field’. A walk through the village near 
the temple will give you a rare glimpse into the daily life and lifestyle of the villagers. 

In the evening explore Wangdue town and its local market. 

Overnight in Punakha: Damchen Resort or similar (Standard); Zhingkham Resort or similar 
(Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 6: BHUTAN – Travel to Paro and explore its charm 

After breakfast, visit Sangchhen Dorji Lhuendrup Lhakhang a temple and nunnery overlooking 
the valleys of Punakha and Wangduephodrang. The temple houses many magnificent statues - 
one of them is a 14-foot bronze statue of Avalokiteshvara made by local Bhutanese artisans. The 
temple is also home to around 70 nuns. 

Continue the drive back to Paro descending from the Dochula pass and Wang Chhu & Paro Chhu 
river valleys. On the way visit Simtokha Dzong, a place of profound tantric teachings and a 
school for the study of the Dzongkha language. 

 

Visit Ta Dzong, originally built as a Watchtower, 
it now houses a National Museum. The 
extensive collection includes antique thangkha 
paintings, textiles, weapons & armour, 
household objects and a rich assortment of 
natural and historic artefacts. 
Inside you can explore the courtyards and 
religious statues. 
 

Walk down the trail to Rinpung Dzong meaning (“fortress of the heap of jewels”) which has a 
long and fascinating history. Along the wooden galleries lining the inner courtyard you will see 
fine wall paintings illustrating Buddhist lore such as four friends, the old man of long life, the 
wheel of life and scenes from the life of Milarepa. 

In the evening enjoy a walk around main street and market area. 

Overnight in Paro: Olathang or similar (Standard); Paro Eco Lodge or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 7: BHUTAN – Visit the iconic Taktshang Monastery (Tiger's Nest Monastery) 

 

After breakfast visit the iconic Taktshang 
Monastery, also known as "Tiger's Nest 
Monastery". It is approximately a 5 hour walk 
and is one of the most famous of Bhutan’s 
monasteries - you'll see why when you get 
there! 
 

Perched on the side of a cliff 900m above the Paro valley floor, this site has been recognised as 
the most sacred place in Bhutan and is visited by all Bhutanese at least once in their lifetime. 
Enjoy the views along the walk which you can take at your own pace. 

A decent level of fitness is required for the trek. The hike to the first view point is through the 
forest and there is an option to hire ponies for this section (around USD20 per person and 
payable directly). This part of the walk is 1.5 hours and there is a cafeteria with a good view of 
the Monastery. If you are unable/not wanting to do the full climb you can return from this point. 
Ponies are not permitted from this point onwards. 

On the way back to town stop at Drukgyel Dzong, a ruined fortress where Bhutanese warriors 
fought Tibetan invaders centuries ago. The spectacular snowy dome of Chomolhari can be seen 
from the road to the dzong. 

Also visit the 7th century Kyichu Lhakhang, one of the 108 temples built in the Himalayas by the 
Tibetan King, Songtsen Gampo. The building of this temple marks the introduction of Buddhism 
in Bhutan. 

Overnight in Paro: Olathang or similar (Standard); Paro Eco Lodge or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 8: NEPAL – Fly to Kathmandu 

After breakfast you will be taken to the airport for your flight to Kathmandu. 

On arrival you will be welcomed and transferred to your hotel for check-in. The rest of the day 
will be free for you to enjoy at your leisure. 

Overnight in Kathmandu: Hotel Vaishali or similar (Standard); Hotel Shangri La / Hotel Mulberry 
or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 
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Day 9: NEPAL – Delight in the sights of Kathmandu 

This morning your driver will collect you from your hotel for a tour of Kathmandu and the 
surrounding area. 

 

Visit the Pashupatinath Temple on the banks of 
the Bagmati River - one of the most important 
sites for Hindus all over the world. Continue on 
to Boudhnath Stupa, the largest stupa in Nepal 
with its famous giant eyes. 
 

Visit Patan Durbar Square and Kathmandu Durbar Square with its huge Royal Square and 
several temples and shrines. After your day of touring, you will be taken back to your hotel. 

Please note: Today you will have a local guide. 

Overnight in Kathmandu: Hotel Vaishali or similar (Standard); Hotel Shangri La / Hotel Mulberry 
or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 10: NEPAL – Travel to Chitwan National Park 

After breakfast depart Kathmandu and drive to Chitwan National Park (around 5 hours). 

Please note: on the drive from Kathmandu to Chitwan you will have a driver only (no guide). 

Chitwan National Park is a World Heritage listed reserve comprised of forests, grassland and 
marshland. It is home to many animals - including the one-horned rhino, deer, monkeys, many 
birds, and more. Sightings of the above animals are common, elephants and sloth bears less 
common and the royal Bengal tiger a rarity. 

 

In the afternoon (time permitting) enjoy a 
game drive in Chitwan National Park or visit the 
local Elephant breeding centre.  
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You have the option to choose how you would like to take each safari - by elephant, boat, on 
foot or by jeep. This can be arranged at the time via your accommodation. A park guide / lodge 
naturalist will accompany you on each safari.  

Overnight in Chitwan: Landmark Forest Park or similar (Standard); Machan Country Villa / 
Tigerland Safari Resort or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 11: NEPAL – Game drives in Chitwan National Park 

 

Explore Chitwan National Park and go wildlife 
spotting with a morning and afternoon game 
drive. 

Spend the rest of the day, and in between 
game drives, at your leisure. 
 

Overnight in Chitwan: Landmark Forest Park or similar (Standard); Machan Country Villa / 
Tigerland Safari Resort or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 12: NEPAL – Travel to Pokhara 

This morning you will be collected from you hotel for the drive to Pokhara (around 5 hours).  

 

Pokhara is a city on Phewa Lake in central 
Nepal, and has spectacular views of the 
Himalayas. It's a tourist hub due to its beauty 
and location - also a gateway for various treks 
in the region. On arrival your driver will take 
you to your lodge. The rest of the day is for you 
to enjoy at your leisure.   
 

Please note: on the drive from Chitwan to Pokhara you will have a driver only (no guide). 

Overnight in Pokhra: Hotel Lakefront / Hotel Queen's Park (Standard); Mount Kailash Resort / 
Kuti Resort & Spa or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 
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Day 13: NEPAL – Pokhara sightseeing and a boat ride on Phewa Lake 

This morning wake up early and drive to Sarangkot (around 1 hour) to watch the sunrise from 
the Annapurna Himalayan range - a very special experience. 

 

Continue the morning with sightseeing 
of Pokhara Valley including Devi's Fall, 
Bindabasini Temple, Seti River Gorge, the Peace 
Stupa and Tibetan Refugee Camp that was built 
for the Tibetan refugees that came to settle in 
Nepal after the Chinese takeover of Tibet. Later 
enjoy a boat trip on Phewa Lake. 

Please note: Today you will have a local guide. 

Overnight in Pokhra: Hotel Lakefront / Hotel Queen's Park (Standard); Mount Kailash Resort / 
Kuti Resort & Spa or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 14: NEPAL – Return to Kathmandu 

After breakfast drive to Kathmandu (around 6 hours). If you would prefer to fly back to 
Kathmandu, please let us know and we can get you a quote. 

Please note: on the drive from Pokhara to Kathmandu you will have a driver only (no guide).   

On arrival in Kathmandu you will be taken to your hotel for check-in. 

Overnight in Kathmandu: Hotel Vaishali or similar (Standard); Hotel Shangri La / Hotel Mulberry 
or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast and dinner 

Day 15: Time to go home or onto your next adventure 

Today when it is time for your departure flight your driver will take you to the airport. If you 
would like to stay on in Kathmandu, we can arrange this for you and provide a quote. 


