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Bhutan - 6 Extraordinary Days in the Kingdom of Bhutan - 
Private Tour 

Day 1: Arrive in Paro, Bhutan and drive to Thimphu 

Upon arrival in Paro, you will be met by your guide and driven to Thimphu the capital town of 
Bhutan.  

 

Along the way visit Tachogang Lhakhang “the 
temple of the excellent horse” - a private 
temple built in the 15th century with its bridge 
across the river. Continue on to Chuzom where 
the Thimphu and Paro rivers join. Here you can 
see 3 different styles of stupas: Tibetan, 
Nepalese and Bhutanese. 

On arrival in Thimphu, check-in to your hotel. The capital of Bhutan is a unique city with an 
unusual mix of modern development alongside ancient traditions. With a population of about 
90,000 it is perhaps still the world’s only capital city without a traffic light and is described as the 
heart of Bhutan. Relax for the rest of the day or enjoy an exploratory walk around Thimphu’s 
main street and market area. 

Overnight in Thimphu: Phuntsho Pelri or similar (Standard); Hotel Osel, Namgay Heritage Hotel 
or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2: Discover the sights of the Thimphu Valley 

 

After breakfast, discover the sights of the 
Thimphu Valley including the National Library – 
home to an extensive collection of priceless 
Buddhist manuscripts and the Institute for Zorig 
Chusum (the Painting School) where students 
undergo a 6 year training course in Bhutan’s 
traditional arts and crafts. 
 

Visit the Textile Museum, which provides insight into one of the most distinct art forms of 
Bhutan. Continue on to Simply Bhutan, a living museum and studio encapsulating the cultural 
heritage of the Bhutanese people. 
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After lunch, stop at the King's Memorial Chorten - a stupa continuously circumambulated by 
people murmuring mantras and spinning their prayer wheels. Built as a memorial to Bhutan’s 
third king, His Majesty Jigme Dorji Wangchuck (“the father of modern Bhutan”), it was 
completed in 1974 after his death and serves as both a memorial to the late King and as a 
monument to peace. 

See Trashi Chhoe Dzong, the “fortress of the glorious religion”. This is the centre of government 
and religion, and the site of the monarch’s throne room. 

 

Later, take a short drive from the city centre to 
Buddha Point (Kuensel Phodrang) and discover 
the largest statue in the country. Enjoy a walk 
around the Point with wonderful views of the 
valley. 
 

In the evening you will have the option to stroll through the government-run Handicrafts 
Emporium and local crafts bazaar where you can browse the many beautiful examples of 
Bhutan's fine traditional arts. Here you can buy hand-woven textiles, thangkha paintings, masks, 
ceramics, slate and wood carvings, jewellery and much more. 

Overnight in Thimphu: Phuntsho Pelri or similar (Standard); Hotel Osel, Namgay Heritage Hotel 
or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 3: Travel to Punakha across the Dochula Pass 

After breakfast, you will be driven to Punakha across the Dochula pass. On a clear day the views 
across the high peaks of the eastern Himalayas are nothing short of spectacular. 

 

In the afternoon visit the beautiful Punakha 
Dzong or (Palace of Great Happiness) built at 
the junction of the Pho Chu and Mo Chu rivers 
in 1637. In the past, this majestic dzong served 
as both the religious and the administrative 
centre of Bhutan. It measures some 180 by 70 
metres and has a six-story, gold-domed tower. 
Inside you can explore the courtyards and 
religious statues. 
 

Later in the day visit Chimi Lhakhang - a monastery situated on a hillock in the centre of the 
valley and known as the temple of fertility. It is widely believed that if couples who do not have 
children and want one, pray at this temple, they will be blessed with a child.  
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The trail leads across rice fields to the tiny settlement of Pana, meaning ‘field’. A walk through 
the village near the temple will give you a rare glimpse into the daily life and lifestyle of the 
villagers. 

In the evening explore Wangdue town and its local market. 

Overnight in Punakha: Damchen Resort or similar (Standard); Zhingkham Resort, Drubchhu 
Resort or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 4: Explore Paro and all its charms 

After breakfast you will be driven to the charming town of Paro descending back down the 
Dochula Pass. Follow the way back up the dramatic Wang Chhu and Paro Chhu river valleys, 
before crossing through Paro towards the North end of the valley. 

On the way visit Simtokha Dzong, a place of tantric teachings and a school for the study of the 
Dzongkha language. 

Next stop is Ta Dzong, originally built as a Watchtower, it now houses a National Museum. The 
extensive collection includes antique thangkha paintings, textiles, weapons & armour, 
household objects and a rich assortment of natural and historic artefacts. 

 

Walk down the trail and discover Rinpung 
Dzong meaning (“fortress of the heap of 
jewels”) which has a long and fascinating 
history. Along the wooden galleries lining the 
inner courtyard you will see fine wall paintings 
illustrating Buddhist lore such as four friends, 
the old man of long life, the wheel of life and 
scenes from the life of Milarepa. 

Overnight in Paro: Olathang or similar (Standard); Udumwara Resort or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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Day 5: Visit the iconic Taktshang Monastery 

 

After breakfast visit the iconic Taktshang 
Monastery, also known as "Tiger's Nest 
Monastery". It is approximately a 5 hour walk 
and is one of the most famous of Bhutan’s 
monasteries - you'll see why when you get 
there! 
 

Perched on the side of a cliff 900m above the Paro valley floor, this site has been recognised as 
the most sacred place in Bhutan and is visited by all Bhutanese at least once in their lifetime. 
Enjoy the views along the walk which you can take at your own pace.  

On the way back to town stop at Drukgyel Dzong, a ruined fortress where Bhutanese warriors 
fought Tibetan invaders centuries ago. The spectacular snowy dome of Chomolhari can be seen 
from the road to the dzong. 

Also visit the 7th century Kyichu Lhakhang, one of the 108 temples built in the Himalayas by the 
Tibetan King, Songtsen Gampo. The building of this temple marks the introduction of Buddhism 
in Bhutan. 

In the evening enjoy a walk around main street and market area. 

Overnight in Paro: Olathang or similar (Standard); Udumwara Resort or similar (Deluxe) 

Meals included: Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Day 6: Time to go home or onto your next adventure 

After breakfast, you will be taken to the airport for your flight home or onto you next stop. Your 
guide will help you with the exit formalities and bid you farewell. 


