


Let’s connect on Twitter & Instagram @WendyKamMarcy

Iam a...
Mom

Lifestyle Blogger
\ Tech, travel, yoga,
minimalism + soy lattes
Google Partner

Digital Marketer

Teacher

AMERICA
EXPRESS



Agenda
From hobby blog — a buSiness
Content development

SEO

Editorial schedules
Monetizing your blog

Pitching & Media Kits
Measuring success
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Blogging is REAL business!
Setup:

Wordpress.org

GoDaddy hosting

Google Analytics

Google Drive

Plug-ins: social share, popular posts, instagram/twitter feeds,
newsletter subscribe, search

- Backup blog every month

Define target audience - stay niche! Start writing... m
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User-friendly blogs have the following...

CITY REFINERY

lova. inspiration. arganized chaos

ABE sty e LIFE MOM EVENTS GIVEAWAYS — Categories acrOSS tOp

FOOD PORN ALERT: #ADELAIDEEATSTO L/'-'{«‘[f" L—{lﬂ"‘-’"

'm Wendy Kam Marcy. Mom to C].

. .
Side bar includes:
.
Digital Marketer. Google Partner. °
Obsessed with tech, soy lattes *
minimalism. Home is Toronto. ( b 1 O

This is my life in pixels.

— links to your social media

— Instagram plug-in (or
Facebook/Twitter)

— Keep photos under 500KB for
faster load times




Important things you should include on your sidebar...

«— Newsletter subscribe

Food courts in the Financial District will be abandoned for Adelaide Eats this summer.
Perched on the second floor terrace of 150 York Street, this foodie market will be
serving up cald drinks and mouth watering dishes by artisan chefs now until July 28,
2017,

So make a lunch date with your co-workers or grab dinner with friends because there is ( S e arCh b OX

now a reasan to linger around the financial core after office hours. Here are a few of
aur favourites...

s «— Banner (either sponsored or
CAMP TECH- affiliate ad)

My next blogging workshop
s Monday, June 5.

POPULAR POSTS

ol

Furniture For Yiowr

— Popular post plug-in

Caves Adventure
The Imparative Vegan

Retail Store Opens In
Toronto

Fish'd by EDO ## TO's original hand-crafted sushi burritos and Hawaiian poke bawls.

Food Porn Alert: #Ade-




At the end of each post you should include...

| don't write you enough of these letters and | promise | will start doing it more. This is
my third Mother's Day and | am so grateful to be your Mother. Nothing in this world
challenges me to laugh, cry and love harder than you. You are the son to my shine. xo.

Related Post

— Related post plug-in

My Journey Of Hello Winter Indoor Places For How To Chose
Firsts Break City Kids In The The Right
Winter Preschool

AOEACEEAEE -

4 COMMENTS «— Social share buttons

If you are using Wordpress, all these features are available and can easily be installed. Just go into “Add Plug-Ins”, search + download.



Content 101
Ideas that boost traffic fast...

Top 5, 6, 10 Listicles

Profile influencers

Create a series

Event listings and coverage

Seasonal posts

Repurposing content (refresh date)

Be an ambassador and form partnerships

Contests & Giveaways

Opinionated posts - what’s trending?

Establish a pattern (MondayMotivation, TravelTuesday)

(3)
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Expand your reach...

http://www.cityrefinery.com/food/valentines-day-dinner-2017

Tweet Activity
Impressions 1,622
. Wendy Kam Marcy
"'Itlna's @wendykammarcy
P @ 8 Places To Have Valentine's Day Total engagements 56
Dinner in Toronto _ ) 20
http://www.cityrefinery.com/food/vale Link clicks
ntines-day-dinner- Detail expands 11
2017/ WIPXTwUU4KB. twitter ... _ g
pic.twitter.com/7yNpB6JLSz Likes
Media engagements 7
: . Retweets S
Reach a bigger audience g
=  Get more engagements by promoting this Tweetl Profile clicks
Replies 1 m
Follows 1 M(ﬁ' E
HOWTOBEA

PRO BLOGGER


http://www.cityrefinery.com/food/valentines-day-dinner-2017

Pillar Content
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Content with long term appeal

Stand alone — collection of posts
Lists, How To’s, 5 Ways To...

700+ words

Add opinions and personal stories
Collaborate

Timeless images

2 pillar posts a month

Build backlinks
Can be repurposed into an Infographic or PDF

(3)
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Let’s Create A Pillar!
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SEO is like Where’s Waldo!

2
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SEO Best Practices

Title

First sentence

Headers (organization)

400-500 words minimum (favour 1200+ words)
Page URL

Page meta description

Image tags and alt text

In/outbound links

Format, short sentences

RankBrain - Al ranking system includes social sharing
and mobile optimization.

(3)
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It's all about the pics, the pics, the pics!

The Hip & Urban Girl's Guide: Urban ...




Link Love

http://travelsofadam.com/city-guides/toronto/

LOCAL BLOGS FOR MORE INSIDER TIPS

Lisa@ TheHip» HiAdam,
Urban Girl

blogTO — Huge site with tons of resources. Everything from where to find 16 November 2012 Glad to hear you had such a great time in Toronto and found our
Toronto's best pierogies to guides on the best events and what to do. REPLY blog helpful! You really hit a lot of of my fave top spots. Tweet
me if you're ever back in town — so many more hidden gems that

[ would love to share :)
Hip Urban Girl — Lifestyle blog from Toronto covering events, style, food and
Safe travels,

travel.
Lisa
Toronto Life — Comprehensive site for locals, with restaurant and bar reviews that
might be useful for tourists. Adam Thanks Lisa! I think it was @cdngrrleh who first

15 Movember 2012 F : ! : AF
’ pointed me in the direction of your blog. I definitely

plan to return again soon — probably in the summer

1 ¥ T.0. - Blog which includes stories, reports and reviews on music, culture and when weather’s a bit warmer. I'd love to find even more

style in Toronto. hipster hangouts in Toronto with you, thanks!!

Torontoist — News and lifestyle site about all the "interesting” things to do in and
around Toronto.



L O Od 0O O

L

Blog Post Checklist

Catchy descriptive title

400 - 1200 word count

Feature image and tags

Strong call-to-action

Did you make your readers #1 priority by entertaining, inspiring,
adding value, solving a problem and including actionable items?
Promote on social media and include a share button

Disclaimer for sponsored content

Is your blog fast loading and mobile-friendly? (AMP)

https://www.google.ca/webmasters/tools/mobile-friendly/ m
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https://www.google.ca/webmasters/tools/mobile-friendly/

CoSchedule - WordPress

N/
B EDIT CONTENT e
Travel Massive Workshop: Intermediate Blogging b @ Published | .
= Customize your content type icor 02/17/2016
wendy oy Y
09:00 AM
@~
Add Your Team To CoSchedule!
You will learn: B ]

e e e e e — o

SEQ tactics and optimizing your content for search
How to create a manageable Editorial Schedule
How to measure your blog's performance, KPIs and success beyond clicks

Crafting your media kit and what to include

How to pitch and work with brands

ldeas for monetization {note: this is not a session on how to make money
from blogging but more of a discussion on different ways you can generate

2
R » Collaborate more easily on content and c AM P TE E H .

social media projects.

HOWTOBEA
PRO BLOGGER



Make a “realistic” editorial schedule & stick by it!

Date Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Topic Getting Fit & Staying Getaways Two Contest Gift Guide Share a recipe
Balanced (series) Hours Or Less
From Toronto Interview Event Lists

Longer posts

Notes Highlight personal List format Get readers Light, entertaining
experience (Working w/ IHG) thinking about the | & fun content
(Working w/ Reebok, weekend
Greens+ and Lagree
Gym)
Social Media #MondayMotivation #TravelTuesday
#MeatlessMonday
Write BOTH authoritative content and link bait. m

.CAMP TECH-



Should I be on social media?

e

o

(3)
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Yes!!! But only on the right channels — see Google Analytics

Spend 80% of time promoting your best 20% content.

e Facebook =share in related groups, use hashtags

e Twitter = post multiple times

e Pinterest = searchable content (food, DIY)

e LinkedInlong form posts (link: http://cmptch.ca/11.fa6Y8)

e Instagram = eye candy

e Snapchat = sneak peeks, events (When you have lots of photos to share)

Social media boosts Google rankings! m

. s © CAMP TECH


http://cmptch.ca/1Lfa6Y8

Facebook Examples

http://www.cityrefinery.com/travel/pueblo-bonito-pacifica-resort
/

yd CityRefinery
January 30 at 8:54am - @&

If there is a paradise on earth, it's right here at Pueblo Bonito Resorts
and Spas. #Travel #CaboSanLucas

it —

Pueblo Bonito Pacifica Resort & Spa in Cabo San
Lucas | City Refinery

This & star adult resort sits on 1800 acres of land — which is part tropical and
part desert. Every angle was a magical photo opportunity.

CITYREFINERY.COM

Boost Post

1,760 people reached

http://lwww.cityrefinery.com/life/the-imperative-vegan/

k Geoff Marcy
December 18, 2016 at 11:23am

There's been chatter here about that mysterious new vegan shop opening
across Doomies. My wife attended The Imperative media preview event and
took all these pics... check out the cool #vegan curation!

http:/fwww.cityrefinery.com/life/the-imperative-vegan/...

i Like #¢ Share
OO% 49

View 4 more comments

Heather O'Leary The original Vegan Is The New Black XD
M Like - @1 December 20, 2016 at 12:05am
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Best time to post on social media

http://coschedule.com/blog/best-times-to-post-on-social-media/

The Best Time
to Qutreach

o5
TWITTER ST
Mondays - Thursdays
lpm-3pm
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http://coschedule.com/blog/best-times-to-post-on-social-media/

To Boost or Not To Boost a Post?

Try 1 post per week // Average $1/day

Boost Post

‘fou are targeting people who like your Page
and their friends, ages 18 - 65+ who live in 1
location.

Hide full summary
This promotion will run for 7 days.

Your total budget for this promotion is $5.00.

$5.00

Total Spend [?]

12 1,156

Engagements People Reached [7]

Actions People Countries

uink clicks [N
Page Like [ 1
rostLikes [N =

ﬂ- Terms & Conditions | Help Center

DESKTOP NEWS FEED MOBILE NEWS FEED

The Hip & Urban Girl's Guide il Like Page

Sponsored - @

Thinking about getting a new car? Here's why we love the Toyota Corolla:

Close



Show
Me The
Money!:!
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Monetizing Your Blog

Selling ad space (banners on high traffic pages)
Affiliate Marketing

Google AdSense

Sponsored content (advertorials + freelance)
Co-hosting Events

News]

Social

etter
| Media and Twitter Chats

The B]

ogger Programme / Collective Bias

Stay away from paid link exchanges!

(3)
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Top Affiliate Programs

Networks — Amazon, CJ, Linkshare, ShareASale
Beauty — Sephora

Fashion — Net-a-Porter, Zappos

Home - One Kings Lane, Gilt, Zulily

Health & Wellness — Vega, Well.ca

Travel - TripAdvisor, Priceline, Airbnb

(3)
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Co-branded Content: eHarmony

http://www.hipurbangirl.com/2013/07/finding-love-in-big-city-toronto.html

......

Partnership with eHarmony
Deliverable - 3 part series
Finding Love In A Big City:
Toronto, NYC and LA

Dual purpose content: —
dating tips + city guide e e

Whers fo G0

Perfect Date Contest e e

The Madison Aysenue Pu doown a5 The Maddy) has & tsouious mix of laid-oack cosy-ness and
DusTing enamy. IS als0 & grest 5p0% 0 mest 8 dane. The pulb i very popular with ayeryone, from

Wiy cnd Liag ore Foodic,
JeScfiors ond ddmexdmlonndor
The Fip & Unbore Girl's Guide (HLRT] i
=it de wokmits - the smkibiog Sy
pird. Wewrite dely cbout food, rouel,
atyle £ eoeniy

SN 10 pOuUng Drofessionals and Tve PTUSIC Can e anjoyed Saveral nights & vessi G0 with The Hip & Lirban
friands and Ses wiho pou PTG fust mee! | DT s Gulds
iz e thin

Hawa & gume af The Ealirosmn Sowl
| = 5
The Safircor Sowl 5 & bowling ally, rastsurar and ey i one, S0 'S varked snough 1o give jou e | Wi ey -
et chamoe of mesting someons special. Bowling 5 & grest way 50 mee? new paople &% i doss |
Saon FTIACH B0 catcih The e of i nigihibouring Dowber and SUgDes’ gesing & drink. Try S Eafiroom
STy Cola — M, D0UDon SR Varis wish & CheTy knot on 200

Grab 3 coffes ai Hank's

Coofies Shops ane grea’ for passing The time whils keaping a0 epe ot for Tiat Special someons
Hark's Sanes deificious coffee and Smacies in & nelaxed, francly atmosphens In Downtown Toronio. |-
AS wall 25 DERg @ QRaat DASTE 20 MSST DRI, 1T COUIt OUDie LD &5 2 ST e vanue

How o Mead Peaple

’ﬁ " | SR i(h Ask pour frisnds
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http://www.hipurbangirl.com/2013/07/finding-love-in-big-city-toronto.html

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Working
with brands...
the littlest Amex
Ambassador for
FrontoftheLine

2
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HOW TO BE A
PRO BLOGGER




Working with brands

Agencies want to work with bloggers who meet deadlines, are
proactive, social media savvy and professional

Sweet spot was 10-15k uniques

Size does not always matter! More important now to carve out
niche and have an engaged following

Negotiate! Offer a series and add value like social media,
Facebook boost or newsletter

What to charge? How much is your time worth (per hour)?

From my agency experience, I've see $200 to $2000+ per post depending on site traffi
klout scores, how old the blog is, writing experience, etc. m
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Stay true to your brand: Veggie McWrap

http://www.hipurbangirl.com/2013/09/contest-meatless-mondays-were-lovin-it.html

- Partnership with McDonalds i i i
« Deliverable: 3 posts
Gift card contest,
#MeatlessMonday Challenge,
Influencer interview

« User Generated Content T

e miarting cur weaak off on i Py S00t! e baan swo e sinoe | comitian 50 Massans

Micrdeys and s mage an increciinie giflareance. Mot only fawe 1 Desn aiple i maintain a beaner snd
Fiemiar Dodly, Dur overall, | See] enerpized and &M SiD0s 10 Stay mone SoTumed a7 the office. Good-Dpe

20 That 3 pom. orash!

Thinikdng of |odning $he ohallangs? Hare ars & sasy #ps on how S0 rook Maaliss s Mondsys:

1) Create 5 meatiess varsion of & Chisrownanis board oy gaThering UD OUF Smoorie veggies, Drasds,
Crackers, FOTITLS and OIS TS way mons S0 %0 sat Than & saiad!

« We only agreed to work with 5Vt o o e s s 8 1 s e v T2

3) 1Dt your friends Invoied. Exchiangs recipes and taks Sums hosTing & "gresn’” potiuck. Like 5ot of [ T
Tings, e mone the mamier! 95 also easler 10 Sty mothatad wihan you Raws Continuous SUDpon @m Eu.;rba.

McDonalds to promote select e il

4 Dot resics yourse® to only ating oS and vegetsties. Legumes (Tink Dean Dumnos), otk

oradnes Jhowe Uinoal. WADAN SEUSAQeS S awen vegan Decom il oo s Sy proside S of “wios wng 2422 cthers los Tha Hg & |

menu items that weactually — T°00 Co . e m

and grain & veggle Signatne Moliiee ™. s loaded with Simpie, wiholesome ingredilenss paciosd with

ate ourselves and felt L ¥ £

comfortable endorsing - | CAMPTECH.



http://www.hipurbangirl.com/2013/09/contest-meatless-mondays-were-lovin-it.html

It's all about the pitch, the pitch, the pitch!

Media Kit

Send intro email - brief bio and what your site is about,
inquire about clients (is there a fit?) and join mailing list
Proposal - why they should work with you (are your readers
their target market or you have a unique idea?) Include
execution plan, timelines and budget request

Link to your About, Advertise and Contact pages

(3)
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Google Analytics: Beyond Clicks

()

CAMP TECH:
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Pay Attention To Other Metrics

Unique views
Time on site
Bounce rates
Referral traffic
Social shares
Blog comments

(3)
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Thank You & Happy Blogging!

Wendy Kam Marcy has worked with over 50 lifestyle brands and blogs
at City Refinery. Formerly Co-Founder of Hip + Urban Girl (HUG).

She also teaches blogging + content marketing classes at Camp Tech
and runs Adfluent Media, a Google Partner ad agency that specializes
In digital strategy, affiliate marketing and influencer programs.

Let’'s connect on LinkedIn! Instagram and Twitter @wendykammarcy.

(3)
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http://www.cityrefinery.com/
http://www.hipurbangirl.com/
http://www.camptech.ca/#_l_1k
http://www.adfluentmedia.com/
https://ca.linkedin.com/in/wendykammarcy

