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Use bond-breaker tape to
avoid third-surface adhesion
in shallow joints.
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Troubleshooting




2-sided adhesion
allows bond to stretch freely
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Polyethylene Bond
Breaker Tape

IDEAL SEALANT BEAD
Ideal Jaint Des"g" SHOULD NOT HAVE AIR POCKETS

An ideal sealant bead should not have any air pockets. It should also form an
hourglass shape twice as wide as it is deep, allowing the bead to stretch without
tearing or pulling away from the substrate. Best practices include designing the
joint opening to accommodate movement.
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Plastic tape

Consider,Temperature

In colder temperatures, the initial joint width should be larger to accommodate
sealant compression. In warmer temperatures, the initial joint width should be
larger to accommodate joint expansion during cooler weather. NOTE: The use of
backer rod or bond breaker tape is highly recommended for all joints to reduce the
risk of failure.
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SUBSTRATE JOINT MOVEMENT

for a 10 foot panel*,
in 1/16 inch units
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*For temperature swings of 120°F
typical in most areas of the USA.
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