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Welcome to the Village Tribune! Our    

quarterly newsletter issue will update 

you on all of OV’s exciting up-and-

comings, OV client & staff features, and 

important information we want to share 

with those who support us so diligently.  

Please read through for some good news 

from Opportunity Village! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Welcome to the first quarterly edition 
of OV’s annual newsletter! Browse 
through to find out about all of OV’s 
up and comings. 

OV Events Calendar - P.1 
OV Client & Staff Profiles - P.2 

Capital Campaign Updates - P.3 
The Magical Forest - P.5 

Read all about our Art Corner client, Dana! As well as OV Staff 

Dennis, and our new VP of Philanthropy, Adam. 

Discover what Opportunity Village has been up to, and read 

more about what OV has planned. 

Magical Forest, Great Santa Run, and more! We spotlight our 

upcoming OV events. 

Mark your calendars! Opportunity Village’s 

Annual BBQ is coming up fast! 

Opportunity Village has held the BBQ event 
for many years and on April 28, 2018, at 

5:30pm, Opportunity Village will once again 

host our beloved BBQ at our Engelstad 

Campus! We are working hard planning an 

enjoyable evening filled with a music, silent 

and live auctions, and much more fun. Keep 

an eye out in the spring for your invitation 

and come hungry! 
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The Arts Enrichment Program 

gives OV artists like Dana the  

creative outlet they so desire 

and need, as well as the chance to 

earn a living. Part of the Opportunity 

Village Fine Art’s Program for Ne-

vadans with Disabilities, Dana gains 

financial independence by selling 

her art and has become one of OV’s 

most successful artists.  The ability 

for OV’s artists to con-tinue to 

express their creativity and create 

art for a living is dependent upon 

the generosity of volunteers and 

generous donors. Without the 

Arts Enrichment Program, talented 

artists like Dana would be sitting at 

home and not tapping into their 

full potential. Due to the

programs we offer, Dana and her 

fellow artists are able to share & 

sell their art, creating a more di-

verse and inclusive community and     

increase community understanding 

of the unique artistic talents of 

people with disabilities.  

The Arts Enrichment Program    

allows artists like Dana to continue 

to do what they love and achieve 

pride, purpose, and a paycheck.  

To view art for sale by OV artists, 

please visit our online store:  

https://www.opportunityvillage.org/

pages/artworks-online-studio-store 

FINE ART 
CORNER 

The Advocacy Team—known as the 

A-Team—is a 501(c)4 organization

that helps those with disabilities

become more involved in public life. A      

separate organization outside of Opportu-

nity Village, the A-Team is dedicated to        

preserving the choices of the intellectually 

and physically disabled. Opportunity      

Village contributes towards the success of 

the A-Team as a supporter of the A-

Team’s mission of furthering self-

advocacy of those with disabilities. For 

example, the A-Team teaches its clients to 

speak in public, how to frame an issue, how 

to testify at hearings, and how to meet with 

elected officials. The A-Team helped 55 

disabled voters who had never voted before 

participate in the 2012 Presidential election. 

Nevada is the second state to form their 

own A-Team with 7 chapters throughout the 

state, including a chapter at the Walters  

Opportunity Village campus in Henderson. 

At Opportunity Village, A-Team meetings 

occur every Wednesday and you can recog-

nize members—including those with dis-

abilities and the people who love them—by 

their green shirts with 

the A-Team tagline: 

My Job. My Choice. 

For more information 

on the A-Team, you 

can visit their website 

at ATeamNV.com 

and contact Tracy 

May, Lead Organizer 

for the A-Team in     

Nevada. 

Over the last 13 years, the Las Vegas Great Santa Run has 

grown tremendously in participation and community support! 

Over 8,000 Santas meet each December on Las Vegas’ famed 

Fremont Street to run or walk in support of Opportunity Village and 

the clients we serve. The Las Vegas Great Santa Run has become so 

celebrated that it has expanded into other cities and even countries 

across the globe in a friendly competition to tally the most Santas! 

100% of the race proceeds directly benefit Opportunity Village’s    

clients by funding OV’s critical programs & services. 

This year’s Santa Run will take place on Saturday, December 2, 2017. 

Many local entertainers and businesses team up with     

Opportunity Village to uphold Las Vegas’ vibrant, fun culture and 

run for a good cause. The Las Vegas Great Santa Run is a festive, 

family-friendly fundraiser that is open for individual or team 

registration now! Be sure come out and don your Santa suit to support 

Opportunity Village’s and services while having a jolly good time. 

For details, please visit LasVegasSantaRun.org 

THE A-TEAM 

THE LAS VEGAS GREAT SANTA RUN 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

1 2 / 04  -  1 2 / 09  -  C he ye n ne ’ s  Ma g i c a l  Sc ho o l  B us  

1 2 / 02  -  Th e  Las  Ve gas  Gr ea t  S a n t a  R un  

1 2 / 10  -  S a n t a  P a ws  

It’s time to don your beards, red suits, and practice your “Ho Ho Ho” for the annual 

Santa Run! Register online at lvsantarun.com and support OV. 

Cheyenne’s Magical School Bus Tours will host 5,000 CCSD children at the    

Magical Forest this December.  

The Magical Forest will open for humans and magical creatures alike! From 10am-

2pm, bring your fluffy pal in their best holiday gear! 

1 1 / 24  -  1 2 / 31  -  T he  M ag i c a l  Fo r es t  

Since 1991, the beloved Magical Forest has opened its gates each holiday season. 

Come celebrate our clients’ successes with twinkling lights, rides, and hot cocoa! 

I always love it [creating art] 

and they pay me for it. I can’t 

believe they pay me to do art 

and get out of the house.  

-Dana ” 

“ 

Art by Christian 
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Since 1991, the Magical Forest has opened its gates each holiday season to thank the Las Vegas community 

for their continued support of OV’s programs and services for the people we serve. Since its humble      

opening, the Magical Forest has grown each year into Opportunity Village’s largest annual fundraiser. 100% 

of the proceeds from the forest are returned back to OV’s programs and services to support the 3,000 clients and 

families we serve annually. Because of your continued support, the Magical Forest and  Opportunity Village have 
continued to expand and support our clients and their families with opportunities unavailable to them anywhere else . 

More than just a source of funding, the Magical Forest is a special time for all guests. Entering its 26th season, the 
Magical Forest has become an international fundraiser attracting hundreds of thousands of guests from around the 

world. To date, the forest has raised millions of dollars to enrich the lives of Opportunity Village clients and 

their families. As our clients’ successes grow, so too does our Magical Forest, with each twinkling 

light representing a success story at OV. 

The Magical Forest represents the love and magic that OV’s clients bring to our  community. The success and growth 

of the Magical Forest and OV’s programs and service is entirely dependent upon the generosity of our community and 

our hard working volunteers. Guests can enjoy the Avalanche Slide, a 60-foot fully animated tree, yummy treats 

at Dasher Dan’s Diner, Santa and his reindeer, and, of course, the Forest Express Train and the    Magical 

Forest itself.  

Please join us in celebrating and experiencing the magic in our most beloved Magical Forest this holiday season. 

For more information, please visit https://www.opportunityvillage.org/pages/magical-forest. 

26TH  
ANNUAL 
MAGICAL 
FOREST 

Meet Dana! Dana is an incredibly 

talented artist that has been a part 

of the Arts Enrichment Program 

at Opportunity Village since 2006. In 

her time creating art at OV, Dana has 

sold dozens of art pieces and creates 

works in in watercolor, paper collage, 

paints on silk, needlework &

embroidery, acrylic, and paint with 

embroidery.  

Dana’s art is particularly unique      

because of her ability to visualize and 

create art in 3D and mix-media. Dana 

even made the apron she is wearing in 

the photo— a prime example of her 

artistic creations! As Dana states about 

herself and her art,“I ain’t boring!”  

Dana’s beautiful art is prominently   

displayed throughout the Opportunity 

Village Engelstad campus, the Kitty 

Rodman Events & Multipurpose     

Center, as well as for sale in the       

Artworks Studio Store. Art Mentors 

and program volunteers describe 

Dana’s art as “spontaneous” and “art 

that jumps out at you”. Those who 

work closely with Dana describe her 

artwork as “showing a good sense of 

humor” and praise her ability to take 

art to the next level and envision art 

beyond the project in front of her. Most 

importantly, Dana has fun when      

creating her art. Dana’s passion for art 

is contagious.  

CLIENT SPOTLIGHT 

ANNUAL GIVING 
Opportunity Village depends a 

great deal on annual giving   

dollars. Generously given, these 

funds are used in a number of ways. 

From paying utility bills, to supporting 

programs for people with disabilities, we 

make sure that every penny of the annual 

giving dollar works hard! Opportunity 

Village is close to 80% self-funded. 

Through our hard work, careful &    

transparent financial management, and       

self-generated employment & training 

contracts benefitting clients, we are able 

to save taxpayers of Nevada more than 

$34   million annually. We hope you will 

consider becoming an annual giving   

donor and lend a hand to ensure people 

with disabilities are able to live great 

lives. Want to learn more about how you 

can make an impact?  

Contact Gregory Gudenkauf at 

gudenkaufg@opportunityvillage.org 

We are delighted to 

feature our hard work-

ing staff here at        

Opportunity Village in our 

newsletter. Our staff profile 

will  inform you a little bit 

more about our dedicated and 

inspirational staff at OV—

who make all of the programs 

and services OV offers a     

reality. OV is proud to       

introduce… Dennis B.! 

For the last three years,     

Dennis has been working    

hard as a Lead Activities Co-

ordinator at OV’s Engelstad    

Employment Resource Cen-

ter. Dennis’ favorite part of 

his job is being able to work 

with OV’s clients.  

Before joining Opportunity 

Village, Dennis lived in       

Seattle, Washington for 14 

years and was born and raised 

in Delano, California. Dennis 

came to OV through a referral 

from his brother, a nurse also 

employed by OV. Dennis’  

favorite thing to do outside of 

OV is to hang out with the   

people he loves and root for 

the San Francisco 49ers! We 

are proud to include Dennis in 

the OV family.  

“ 
” 

The clients are amazing 

to work with! 

OV STAFF 
PROFILE 

A hero is someone who runs toward 
challenge, not away from it. 

Choo choo! Don’t forget to catch a ride 
on the Forest Express this season. 
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CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 

Opportunity Village extends a 

warm welcome to Adam K. 

Joseph, OV’s new Vice    

President of Philanthropy. Adam has 

returned to Las Vegas, where he    

previously spent 14 years—12 of 

which as the Founder and President 

of a locally based company providing 

sales, marketing, and development in 

hospitality. Adam is a graduate of the 

Conrad N. Hilton College at the   

University of Houston, and supports 

the Houston Astros. Adam is a      

results-oriented senior executive with 

over 20 years of experience in      

scaling organizations. Through his 

strategically focused leadership,    

direction, and profitability, Adam is a 

disciplined and motivated leader who 

excels in leveraging high-performing 

teams and relationships at all levels.  

Adam is honored to be an integral 

part of Opportunity Village 

and helping to foster 

lasting    partnerships in Southern 

Nevada. He is committed and 

focused on creating a path 

forward to the future. Adam   and 

the dedicated Foundation 

fundraising team, are working 

toward a successful capital 
campaign, giving    programs, 

grants, and events. We are very 
excited to embrace Adam in the 
OV family. Welcome, Adam! 

“ 
” 

Through  co l laborat ion ,  we  

can  bu i ld  a  be t t er  Las  Vegas .  

ADAM K. JOSEPH - 
Vice President of  
Philanthropy 

OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE 
LEGACY SOCIETY 

What legacy will you leave? This is what Legacy Societies 

around the world answer. Opportunity Village’s Legacy Society 

was established to honor and celebrate individuals who have 

made a pledge to leave a Lasting Legacy of Love for the individuals in 

our community with disabilities. Legacy gifts are versatile and come 

with many benefits. These benefits range from tax reductions to spe-

cial Legacy Society events. Most importantly, your legacy will always 

be a part of the Opportunity Village family and help secure the future 

for the individuals we serve. The year may be coming to an end, but 

there is still time to lower your taxable income and save – by rolling 

over your IRA, or making a simple bequest. 

Ready to leave your mark and start your legacy? Joining is as easy as 

filling out a testamentary intent form. Start by speaking to your finan-

cial planner, contacting OV’s Legacy Society team at 702-262-1559, 

visiting out website at OVLegacySociety.org, or you can e-mail us at 

LegacySociety@Opportunityvillage.org for more information.  

The Opportunity Village Capital Campaign was established in order to completely renovate our 

“mothership”—the West Oakey Campus. Built in 1991-1992, West Oakey has shepherded 

thousands of people with intellectual disabilities and led them to jobs, social recreation, therapeutic respite 

and so much more. In addition, this year we celebrate the 26th year of Nevada’s most popular holiday 

event: the Magical Forest. 

West Oakey needs to realign program space to accommodate new technologically based job training,    

welcome more people with profound disabilities into Project PRIDE and Project Enable and at the same 

time replace aged infrastructure. And frankly, we need to provide more capacity to raise program funds 

through special events like the Magical Forest. For more detailed information, please contact Adam Joseph 

at     josepha@opportunityvillage.org or Cary Harned at harned@opportunityvillage.org. 

Legacy Society  
Member, Wayne 

Newton  
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